
 
 
 

 
1324 Monday 23 February 2015 
 
Dear Members of the Loyola College Community, 
 

Over the last fortnight we have had many opportunities of 
meeting families through various events at the College. It has 
been wonderful to hear that students have settled in well and 
that their commencement this year has been overwhelmingly 
positive. 
 

Academic Conversations 
The response to these meetings has been highly favourable 
to date with parents and students attendance being very high. 
Families who were unable to attend will be contacted to make 
an alternative appointment to meet and we are very grateful 
for the support this new process has been given.  As I 

indicated in my correspondence we are trying to engage more parents and students in 
the learning process with the aim of further improving student outcomes. Parents, as in 
the past, are encouraged to contact subject teachers about any specific subject 
related concerns.  
 

Year 7 Enrolments, 2016 
A reminder that applications close Friday 27 February at 5.00pm. As part of our 
enrolment policy all families will be interviewed. The first round of interviews has already 
taken place. The next round of interviews will be held on Tuesday 24 February followed 
by a final round on Tuesday 17 March. Families will be contacted about an interview on 
receipt of the enrolment application. The information evening held last week saw large 
numbers in attendance. We are delighted with the ongoing high level of interest in the 
College. 
 

House Masses 
A large number of families gathered at St Damian’s Parish Bundoora for the Mannix 
House Mass held on Sunday 15 March. My thanks to Sr Nelia Llanto, Mr Prowse (Head 
of Mannix House) and the House parents and students who organised and participated 
in the event and Fr Vincent Le, the Parish Priest of St Damian’s who celebrated the Mass. 
The remaining House Masses will be celebrated in the coming weeks and I look forward 
to seeing many of you there. 
 
College Assembly and Opening Mass 
Last week the first College Assembly was held in the Loyola Companions Hall. 
 

At the Assembly a number of special events took place. All Year 7 students were 
presented with the College pin and new staff were formally welcomed with a small 
gift. We were also able to welcome back and formally acknowledge our VCE 
2014 high achievers including the 2014 College Dux, Xavier O’Farrell. I once 
again congratulate these young people on their success and wish them well for 
the future. The Induction Ceremony for the new school leaders also took place 
during which they committed themselves to the service of the College community. 



On Thursday 19 March the College Opening Mass was celebrated by Fr Michael O’Connell, Parish Priest of St Martin of Tours and 
assisted by Fr Steven Rigo, Parish Priest of St Mary’s, Greensborough; Fr Vincent Le, Parish Priest of St Damian’s, Bundoora; 
and Fr Gerry Healy SJ, Chaplain from the Jesuit Province. 
 

I thank Mr Lynch, Deputy Principal ~ Ignatian Mission and Identity, who over saw the organisation of the Mass and I thank all who 
contributed to the success of these events. 
 

Concerns and Complaints 
As we commence a new year it is timely to remind current families and inform new families of our procedures for the handling of 
concerns or complaints. Elsewhere in this Ignatian families will find the process outlined so that the relevant staff can be contacted 
about any matters of concern. I ask that you follow the process as outlined. 
 

I remind parent and guardian members of the College community that respect for all is the basis on which we operate and it is 
therefore expected of all who are part of this community. It should also be noted that our staff have many responsibilities and the 
expectation that there will be an instant response to a concern is simply unreasonable. Staff will handle concerns based on other 
competing priorities and it may therefore take a few days before matters are dealt with. 
 

Lateness to School 
We continue to have some students arriving late to school. Morning traffic generally is worsening in our area and therefore families 
need to organise students to leave home earlier in order to arrive at the College by 8.15am. Your cooperation in regard to this 
matter would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Student Drop Off and Pick Up Areas 
Parents and guardians are asked to observe the drop off and pick up protocols when using the Grimshaw Street entrance (Gate 
1) in mornings and afternoons. These protocols are for traffic to move steadily and for the safety of all students. 
 

Gate 4 on Bungay Street will be closed to parents in the mornings and afternoons as there is no internal drop off and pick up area 
on that side of the College. You are encouraged to park away from Bungay Street and use the surroundings streets and then your 
child can walk to and from the College to meet you. Only College staff are permitted to use this gate at these peak times.  
 

College ACS Program 
I remind all families that on enrolling their children at this College they accepted that compulsory weekly sport is a requirement of 
the terms of enrolment. If selected for ACS the student must play for the team. Any exemption to this will only be given under 
exceptional circumstances and at the discretion of the College Principal. The College is under no obligation to grant any 
exemptions. 
 

Season of Lent 
This week we commenced the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday liturgies in all classes. In our Catholic tradition this day marks 
the beginning of 40 days of preparation for the great feast of Easter. It is a time for reflection when we look inwards at our lives to 
consider how we live out the Gospel message of service to others. It is also a time when we make sacrifices for repentance and 
give active support to others through such events as Project Compassion. Let us all make a concerted effort this Lent to becoming 
true men and women for others. 
 
Joseph Favrin 
Principal 

 

LPFA FIRST TWILIGHT WORKING BEE 

FRIDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2015 

Commencing 4.00pm 

and concluding 7.00pm 

Come along and join us in making our 

College grounds even more beautiful. 

BBQ provided at the conclusion of the evening 

All students accompanied by parents & guardians welcome. 

See you all there! 



 
 

LOYOLA COLLEGE 
PROTOCOL AND GUIDELINES 

FOR PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 
IN EXPRESSING CONCERNS AND COMPLAINTS 

ABOUT COLLEGE RELATED MATTERS 

 
Loyola College works in an educational partnership with parents for the benefit of all students. On entering into this 
partnership, families assume a number of important responsibilities which include: loyalty to the College community, a 
commitment to the College Vision and Mission Statement and support of all College policies and expectations. 
 
It is acknowledged that there may be occasions when parents wish to express concerns or make complaints regarding College 
matters. Parents are always encouraged to communicate with the relevant College personnel to discuss their concerns. 
 
The College is always available to assist parents through discussion in developing a clearer understanding of College 
expectations in all areas. The College will terminate any interaction with parents where parent behavior is deemed 
unacceptable. 
 
Parents are required to express their concerns in a calm and respectful manner towards all staff who may be involved. On 
presenting the concern the family must be able to be identified. Any anonymous concerns or complaints cannot be 
satisfactorily investigated as the College would be unable to confirm them as genuine. 
 
The College reserves the right not to respond to messages which contain abuse, inflammatory statements or material clearly 
intended to intimidate. 
 
In having specific concerns and complaints addressed we recommend that initial contact be made with the relevant College 
personnel in the order below: 
 
 

Curriculum Matters : Subject Teacher, Head of Faculty, Deputy Principal ~ Teaching & Learning 

Student’s Academic Progress : Subject Teacher, Student Programs Co~ordinator, 
  Deputy Principal ~ Teaching & Learning 

Student Welfare Matters : Mentor Teacher, Head of House, Head of Student Services, 
  Deputy Principal ~ Students 

General Student Behaviour : Mentor Teacher, Head of House, Student Programs Co~ordinator, 
  Deputy Principal ~ Students 

Transport Matters : Deputy Principal ~ Administration & Personal Development 

College Policies : Deputy Principal ~ Administration & Personal Development 

Staff : Deputy Principal ~ Staff and Operations 

Off Campus Incidents in or out of 
College Hours : Deputy Principal ~ Students 

Uniform : Mentor Teacher, Head of House, Deputy Principal ~ Students 

Financial : Business Manager 
 
 
In all cases where the matter cannot be satisfactorily resolved, parents are encouraged to contact the College Principal. 
 
 



FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
(IGNATIAN MISSION & IDENTITY) 

 
Pope Francis’ Message for Lent 2015 
Lent is a time of renewal for the whole Church, for each 
communities and every believer. Above all it is a 'time of 
grace'. God does not ask of us anything that he himself has 
not first given us. ‘We love because he first has loved us’. He 
is not aloof from us. Each one of us has a place in his heart. 
He knows us by name, he cares for us and he seeks us out 
whenever we turn away from him. He is interested in each of 
us; his love does not allow him to be indifferent to what 
happens to us. Usually, when we are healthy and 
comfortable, we forget about others (something God the 
Father never does): we are unconcerned with their problems, 
their sufferings and the injustices they endure. Our heart 
grows cold. As long as I am relatively healthy and 
comfortable, I do not think about those less well off. Today, 
this selfish attitude of indifference has taken on global 
proportions, to the extent that we can speak of a globalization 
of indifference. It is a problem which we, as Christians, need 
to confront. 
 

When the people of God are converted to his love, they find 
answers to the questions that history continually raises. One 
of the most urgent challenges which I would like to address 
in this message is precisely the globalization of indifference.  
Indifference to our neighbour and to God also represents a 
real temptation for us Christians. Each year during Lent we 
need to hear once more the voice of the prophets who cry out 
and trouble our conscience. 
 

These are the opening few paragraphs of Pope Francis’ 
Lenten message to the people of the world. There is much in 
it that demands an individual and collective response. Pope 
Francis goes on to say that every Catholic community should 
become an island of mercy in a sea of indifference. 
 

It is an ongoing challenge to both educate and encourage our 
young people to live out the Ignatian ethos of our College in 
being men and women for and with others, and, at times, to 
respond to and support the great ideas and enthusiasm of 
many of the students 
 

Project Compassion 
Project Compassion provides a wonderful opportunity to 
support the on~going works of Caritas that make a real 
difference to the lives of others.  Project Compassion is 
Loyola College’s major fundraising focus for Term 1. The 
campaign was launched during each Mentor Group’s Ash 
Wednesday Liturgy. Each group is encouraged to make a 
fundraising commitment and for each student to be actively 
involved. There will be a number of fundraising events 
culminating in the Caritas Harmony Casual Clothes Day on 
Monday 16 March. Project Compassion also calls us to 
express solidarity by prayer and action. 

Down Load the App! Project Compassion 2015 
Caritas Australia's Lent Calendar, 
through the Project Compassion 
2015 app helps us explore the Project 
Compassion stories through three 
simple steps each day: Learn, Pray 
and Act. (Available for iphone or 
android) 
 

Caritas Australia’s annual fundraising 
and awareness~raising appeal brings 
thousands of Australians together in 
solidarity with the world's poor to help 

end poverty ~ promote justice and uphold dignity.  
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion/about 
 

Year 12 Retreat Leaders ~ Tuesday 24 February 
Parents and guardians of students from each Year 12 group 
who have volunteered to be retreat leaders for their peers are 
advised that they will attend a training session between 
3.45pm and 6.30pm in O019 on Tuesday 24 February. 
 

Years 7 and 8 Reflection Days 
Information about these days was outlined in the last edition 
of the Ignatian and in the parent packs that students received 
during the Academic Companions interviews on Wednesday 
18 February. Please note the following: 
 students are asked to bring a $5 donation to support 

College charities that include our sister/brother school 
in Timor Leste and Catholic Missions. 

 students may wear their College Tracksuit. 
 
From the Co~Captain of Christian Service 

 
Run for the kids Melbourne. 
On Sunday 22 March, there is a Run or 
Walk in the city called the Run for the 
Kids. The run raises money for the 
Royal Children's Hospital, which cares 
for sick children in our community.  
 
We would like to create a Loyola Team this year to support 
the Royal Children's Hospital. The run or walk is 5.4km in 
distance and is located around the Royal Botanic Gardens in 
the city. The entry is $48 of which $29.60 goes to the Royal 
Children’s Hospital. 
How to enter: 
1. Go to www.runforthekids.com.au 
2. Click on enter and then select the 5.4km option. 
3. Click on join a team and type in the team name as 

shown below. 
Team name: Loyola College 
Password: Loyola2015 

4. Follow the steps on the site. 
 

If you would like any other information please email me at 
cartym@loyola.vic.edu.au.  Hope to see you all there. 
 

Mr Christopher Lynch 
Direct Line: 9433 0227 

Matthew Carty (12 KSSD) 



FROM HOME~COLLEGE~PARISH LIAISON 

 
Youth Ministry Dinners 

 
Congratulations and thank you to the Year 11 Youth Ministry 
students who attended and opened themselves to a pastoral 
conversation with their respective Parish Priests and pastoral 
workers in the parishes of Diamond Valley regarding their 
pastoral involvement. It was a very pleasant atmosphere as 
each students shared a plate for agape during the meeting. 
Enthusiasm and a sense of collaborative spirit seems 
promising from all parties. 
 
 
 

 

 
Lenten Youth Taize 
Lenten Youth Taize will be celebrated at 7.00pm in the 
Diamond Valley Deanery.  Sponsored by three parishes on 
the following dates ~ 28 February at St. Thomas the 
Apostles, Greensborough, 14 March at St. Francis, Mill Park, 
21 March at St Damian’s Church, Bundoora. 
 

Loyola Lenten Preparation 
Loyola Lenten Preparation will be offered every Wednesday 
at 7.30pm, Dunlop Room at St. Damian’s Church, Bundoora. 
All welcome. (27 February; 4, 11, 18 & 25 March) *except 4 
March in Briglia Room. 
 

Statue of Our Lady of Montserrat 
Looking forward to seeing many 
families welcoming the Statue of Our 
Lady of Montserrat Visitation to 
different homes for a week. The 
purpose of the visit is to inculcate the 
Marian spirit to our Loyola families as 
well as the Ignatian spirit as the Our 
Lady was very much part of St. 
Ignatius life. There will be no obligation 

on the part of the families unless family prayer animation is 
requested. Simple welcome and departure of the statue will 
be part of the visit. 
 

 
Birthdays 
Greeting and best wishes to the 
following staff and students who will 
be or have celebrated their birthday at 
this time. 
 
Staff 
Miss Chan Mi Chung 
Mr Craig Thornton~Grimes 
Mr Michael Brown 
Mr Goran Spoljaric 
Mr Scott Lucas 
 
Students 
Hannah Bezzina 12 ASKC 
Anthony Iaconis 10 MGKK 
Kate Kearney 9 KMLE 
Niamh Kearney 9 KGCW 
Peter Kearney 9 KFMM 
Nathan Vecchiarelli 10 KCMC 
Mark Wakim 7 AHPL 
Matthew Baxter 11 MEMK 
Celeste Curro 12 KFMM 
Isabella Kitanov 11 FECG 

 
Dylan La Rocca 7 MKMS 
Tiana McGoon 9 XMCU 
Luke Reilly 9 FGAA 
Jacob Vidajic 10 CIKE 
Kyle Gemin 9 XMGA 
Roxane Garzia 7 AEGR 
Matthew Honcoop 10 XAFR 
William MacGibbon 11 FMRB 
Blake Draper 7 ANJV 
James Pingiaro 11 CDAM 
Ethan Prendergast 10 KGCW 
Talia Blackwood 7 KCMC 
Connor McQuarrie 7 XLCR 
Shania Murray 11 AJFT 
Joseph O'Donnell 7 KSSD 
Mikayla Bevan 12 XLMC 
Alanah Garzia 10 AJFT 
Alexander Sammut 7 MMBM 
Alessia Caruso 7 AEGR 
Rory Hollowood 8 CTFO 
Alexandra Arrowsmith 8 FPTM 
Thomas Curtis-Smith 10 XLCR 
Lauren Gedye 12 KMLE 
Isla Leary 10 MSOL 

 
Dempsey Mills 10 CPFH 
Alec Wood 12 KFMM 
Sam Castles 8 XCLH 
Adriana Ciavarella 12 CJWP 
Elena Fragapane 12 KSSD 
Christian Giudice 10 KSSD 
Luke Martinelli 7 AEGR 
Ashlee Zavan 12 MDHT 
Matthew Carter 12 CLHO 
Gemma Madden 7 KMLE 
Brianna Weekes 11 CPJK 
Thomas Balios 8 XLCR 
Natasha Belvedere 7 FLTH 
Conor McCurley 12 FMJL 
Siobhan Steindl 9 ANJV 
Bernadette Stojanovic 11 CLHO 
Julian Federico 12 FGAA 
Anthony Mancuso 9 XCLH 
Tiana Rigoni 7 KSLP 
Jacqueline Cowley 9 CPFH 
Rachael Bluett 8 MMBM 
William McMahon-Puce 8 KCMG 
Abhay Sekhon 9 CIKE 
Monique Sultana 8 FPTM 

Sr Nelia Llanto SJBP 
Direct Line 9433 0265 



FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
(ADMINISTRATION AND 
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT) 

 
Opening College Assembly ~ Welcoming New Students, 
Celebrating Excellence and Acknowledging Leadership 

At Loyola College the new 
academic year is celebrated 
with the Opening College 
Assembly. It provides an 
opportunity to welcome new 
students and staff 
members, acknowledge our 
academic achievers from 

the Year 12 Class of 2014 and commission our new student 
leaders.  Throughout the academic year, the College 
conducts five College Assemblies which celebrate different 
aspects of school life at Loyola College.  This first Assembly 
provided an opportunity to look back as well as forward in 
celebrating all that is valued at the College. 
 

The Assembly commenced with the Acknowledgement to 
Country and the singing of the National Anthem by the Loyola 
Voices Choir.  The Opening Prayer was led by the Deputy 
Principal ~ Ignatian Mission, Mr Christopher Lynch 
introducing the Natalie Tuke (12 MMBM) and Chloe Tran (10 
ASLS) who under the direction of staff member Ms Kate 
Caish designed the 2015 College Theme Banner.  Different 
aspects of the banner’s design and their understanding of the 
theme Magis… Many Gifts, One Spirit were highlighted for 
the benefit of all members of the Loyola Community. 
 

The 216 Year 7 
students and 27 new 
Year 8 ~ 12 were 
introduced by Deputy 
Principal ~ Students, 
Mrs Anna Salmic and 
each were presented 
with a College pin by 

the Principal, Mr Joseph Favrin providing them with a tangible 
sign of their welcome and membership of our College 
Community.  New staff members were also welcomed and 
called forth by Deputy Principal ~ Staff & Operations, Miss 
Anne Marie Cairns to be presented with a College tie or scarf 
by the Principal.  The symbols of student leadership ~ sashes 
and badges ~ were blessed by College Chaplain Fr. Gerry 
Healy SJ who asked God to bless and protect the students 
who wear these emblems of the College and the mark of 
service to this community.   These badges and sashes were 
then presented to the College student leaders with students 
and staff members making statements of commitment which 
reflected the 2015 College Theme. This Assembly also 
provided the opportunity for Mr Favrin to acknowledge Jacob 
O’Connor’s (10 XLMC) success in the 2014~2015 Premier’s 
Spirit of Anzac Prize. 

A highlight of this Assembly 
was the recognition given to 
our Year 12 Class of 2014 
academic achievers who 
obtained the highest study 
score in each Unit 3 and 4 
sequence of studies and 
ATAR scores of 90 and 
above.  Those achieving the 
highest score in their study 
were acknowledged for their efforts with a plaque and those 
students achieving a score over 90 were also given a gift from 
the College.  A special presentation was made to Elena 
Fragapane (12 KSSD) on achieving the perfect score of 50 
in Units 3 and 4 Psychology.  At the conclusion of these 
presentations, Deputy Principal ~ Teaching and Learning, Ms 
Bernadette Donnelly introduced Xavier O’Farrell, the 2014 
College Dux who achieved an ATAR score of 99.80 and was 
invited to address the College. His speech is reproduced in 
this edition of the Ignatian. 
 

This Assembly saw the special 
presentation of the La Trobe 
University Vice Chancellor’s 
Scholarship to another Year 12 
Class of 2014 graduate, Erica 
Spessot who will receive a 
number of special opportunities 
including financial support to 
undertake studies at La Trobe 
University.  The Assembly also 

provided an opportunity to launch the forthcoming Project 
Compassion campaign at Loyola College through the 
liturgical season of Lent as well as celebrate wonderful acts 
of service from 2014 in the refugee tutoring program.  The 
Assembly also provided the opportunity for the presentation 
of 6 House Murals which had been designed and produced 
by artist Ms Anne Buchanan with the support of our Art and 
Studio Art students who were acknowledged for their 
creativity.  The Assembly concluded with a calls from Mrs 
Maureen Lonsdale for student tour guides for our perspective 
families and homestay opportunities for forthcoming Bologna 
exchange students as well as encouragement from Ms 
Jacinta Sheehan for our students to be actively involved in 
the College’s co~currciular program. 
 
It is an acknowledgement of the growth and reputation of the 
College over our 35 year history that such major events as 
our College Assemblies have full agendas celebrating such 
a wide range of diverse talents and promoting a variety of 
activities for our students and staff members.  Our next 
College Assembly is scheduled for Tuesday 23 March and 
will be an opportunity to reflect on the celebration of Easter 
through a Passion Play performance by Mrs Boyle’s Year 12 
Faith and Drama class as well as celebrate all that we have 
achieved throughout the first Term of the 2015 academic 
year. A pictorial representation of this College Assembly 
appears as a colour centre spread in this edition of the 
Ignatian. 

Mr Tony Chirico 
Direct Line 9433 0250 



Loyola Student Awarded La Trobe University Vice 
Chancellor’s Excellence Scholarship 
On Tuesday 10 February at our Opening College Assembly, 
Loyola College was pleased to welcome two representatives 
from La Trobe University ~ Dr Melody Carter, Associate 
Professor & Associate Head of School of Nursing & Midwifery 
and Ms Melanie Edgar, Marketing Coordinator, National 
Recruitment ~ for the presentation of the Vice Chancellor’s 
Excellence Scholarship to Erica Spessot graduate from the 
Year 12 Class of 2014.  This Scholarship was made available 
to our students as a result of an invitation by La Trobe 
University in 2013 for Loyola College to participate to the 
Future Ready School Partnership Initiative. 
 
This Partnership has seen the development of a special 
relationship being formed between Loyola College and La 
Trobe University which includes visits by our Year 9 students 
to the La Trobe Bundoora Campus, opportunities for the 
College to attend special La Trobe University events and 
most importantly the offer of nominating students for the Vice 
Chancellor’s Excellence Scholarship.  The Scholarship 
provides wonderful financial support for the recipient for the 
duration of their full~time study to the value of $6000 per year 
for the duration of their studies, as well as a guaranteed study 
abroad scholarship, career mentoring and the opportunity to 
be involved in a number of exclusive activities and programs. 
 

In the second year of this special partnership the College is 
very proud that Erica Spessot has been successful in 
receiving this Scholarship.  Erica enthusiastically applied 
herself to her studies as well as being actively involved in 
various aspects of College life to be admitted to the Bachelor 
of Nursing and Bachelor of Midwifery at La Trobe University.  
The College looks forward to a successful and ongoing 
partnership with La Trobe University which will continue to 
benefit our students and promote the opportunities on offer 
at La Trobe University. 
 
Address at the College Assembly by Xavier O’Farrell ~ 
2014 College Dux 
Xavier O’Farrell, 2014 Dux of Loyola College addressed the 
College Community and offered some timely advice for our 
current students.  An edited transcript of his speech is 
reproduced here and will also be used in Personal 
Development classes to allow students to reflect on Xavier’s 
strategies for success. 

First and foremost I sincerely thank all my teachers at Loyola 
College and in particular my Year 12 teachers ~ I cannot 
adequately express how grateful I am for the knowledge they 
imparted, the hours beyond the final bell and at lunchtimes 
which they gave to me and their resilience to my consistent 
questioning and antics across my VCE years.  Each made 
their classes more interesting and colourful, fostering an 
interest in their subjects in me, which made tedious studying 
a lot easier.  Needless to say, without all of my fellow 
classmates of 2014 my year wouldn’t have been as rich with 
experience and as much fun as it was. It was honestly such 
a treat to be with them. Some of them possess many talents 
and admirable qualities which an ATAR simply cannot 
quantify and they are deserving of equal acknowledgement. 
I am also indebted to the students who were motivated and 
enthusiastic about their work especially my seven colleagues 
in the Library study crew ~ besides being great mates, 
together we formed a prosperous and happy environment 
during a stressful year. 
 

The best advice I can give the 
current Year 12 students is 
brief, because doing well in 
VCE is all too easy in theory. 
Without a disposition to 
academia, as I am without, the 
only way to do well is too work. 
The more you study the better 
your marks will be. Goal setting 
is piffle, no matter how much 
you talk or write about how well you want to do, you won’t do 
any better. That isn’t to say you mustn’t establish your aims 
first since they should be your prime motivators, but they are 
frivolous unless you put in the hard yards.  Secondly, I think 
the best tutors you can find are your teachers.  As I described 
earlier, they really were bedrock of all my marks.  Enjoy the 
fleeting time you have together as much as possible, form 
new and strengthen old friendships, always moderate your 
study with your other interests so as to not burn out, take 
success with humility and remember the importance of this 
year to the next. 
 

My advice to all Loyola students is to make the most of the 
opportunities at school, co~curricular and academic.  
Although my football ambitions were crushed after breaking 
my finger in the first practice match in an uncontested mark, 



debating was definitely worthwhile.  So capitalise on the 
co~curricular activities ~ you’ll learn what you are good at and 
not so good at.  Finally I’d like to thank my family for allowing 
me to occupy the dining room table with papers and books 
and limiting the seating of the meals to the fringes of the 
table, taxi driving me around the northern suburbs on the 
weekends, tolerating the copious amounts of trial exams 
scattered in my room and primarily for never putting any 
pressure on me during the final years of VCE.  All the best 
and thank you. 
 

Celebrating Success 
Throughout 2015, the Ignatian will highlight the efforts of 
members of the Loyola College community and the varied 
contributions they make in our community.  The College 
Mission and Vision Statement challenges us to “develop 
articulate, adaptable, discerning and confident young men 
and women of conscience committed to living the value of 
Jesus Christ in a global community.”  This challenge is 
enacted upon in numerous ways by our students, staff 
members and ex~students and we wish to acknowledge and 
celebrate these efforts.  In my role, I am always keen to learn 
of the successes of our current and past students to celebrate 
their achievements and offer them as role models.  Please 
contact me at the College with the details. 
 

In this edition of the Ignatian we highlight the achievement of 
Jacob O’Connor (10 XLMC) who has been selected as one 
of 12 winners in the 2014~2015 Premier’s Spirit of ANZAC 
Prize which is an annual competition open to all Year 9 and 
10 students in Victorian secondary schools. It is focussed on 
assisting students at these year levels to better understand 
the experience of service of veterans by exploring what the 
Spirt of ANZAC means to them.  This is especially relevant in 
2015 which is the ANZAC Centenary year. 
 

In 2014 students were asked to 
reflect on the extent that the 
ANZAC spirit is relevant to life in 
Australia today and what it 
teaches us about the Australia 
we want for the future.  
Applicants were able to use a 
variety of formats including an 
essay, poem or short story, 
musical composition, art, audio 

or visual presentation or a digital presentation. Jacob 
O’Connor entered the Prize last year along with 649 other 
students producing a wonderful Facebook conversation with 
his great great grandfather Mr Frank Cahir who served at 
Gallipoli and on the Western Front in World War One.  He 
was encouraged by his great grandfather Mr Patrick Cahir to 
learn more about his great great grandfather and was also 
assisted by his grandfather Mr Chris O’Connor and 
grandmother Mrs Margaret O’Connor.  Their work together 
tells the story of remarkable man through the use of modern 
technology.  The research undertaken included using details 
from a notebook written by Mr Frank Cahir during the War 
recording his experiences as well as letters he wrote to his 
mother.  These documents are now housed at the Australian 

War Memorial in Canberra.  Official 
War documents also record the fact 
that Mr Frank Cahir was awarded 
the Military Medal with the following 
citation ~ Devotion to duty and good 
work during the period April 25 to 
May 1 1915 at ANZAC in 
continuously rescuing wounded 
from very exposed positions 
single~handed and carrying them to 

the beach under exceptionally heavy rifle and shellfire and 
carrying water on your return journey. 
 

Jacob also used images from a photo album compiled by Mr 
Frank Cahir during his time with the Australian Graves 
Services at the end of the War.  Whilst Mr Cahir served from 
1915 to 1918, he decided to remain in Europe after the War 
continuing work with the Australian Graves Services, 
historically recording images of Australian graves and 
burying bodies where necessary.  Jacob’s great grandfather 
Mr Patrick Cahir knew nothing about his father who passed 
away when Patrick was three.  He learnt some details about 
his father from his mother but the full details of Mr Frank 
Cahir’s wartime experiences were only fully revealed when 
he discovered an image of his father at work with the 
Australian Graves Services.  The story has now been handed 
down to Jacob who has told the story of his great great 
grandfather using images and words in the contemporary 
and day to day communication tool which is Facebook. 
 

After submitting his application in October aptly entitled 
Talking Through Time, Jacob was shortlisted for an interview 
in early December in front of a panel of 3 members where he 
made an oral and visual presentation retelling the story of Mr 
Frank Cahir and was assisted by Mr Robert Devling.  He was 
notified in late December of the success of his entry and on 
Friday 6 February he attended the formal presentation at the 
Parliament of Victoria. 

 
Jacob is now preparing with 11 other Victorian students to 
take part in an overseas study tour to Gallipoli and the 
Western Front.  Jacob is particularly excited about visiting a 
number of schools and war memorials in Turkey and France.  
At Loyola College we share the joy and pride of Jacob’s 
family and we look forward to hearing about Jacob’s 
experiences on his return to Loyola in time for our own 
ANZAC Day Commemoration Service. 
 

One More Awards Evening Sponsor ~ Wills4All Pty Ltd 
Last year the College acknowledged in the Awards Evening 
Program and the final 2014 Ignatian the numerous Awards 
Evening sponsors which included a number of Loyola 



families as well as organisations which deal with the College.  
Unfortunately one such Loyola family was omitted. I 
apologise to Mr James O’Farrell for this omission and include 
his details below.  Please support Mr O’Farrell in his business 
venture of Wills4All Pty Ltd. 
 

Mr Farrell notes:  The many good reasons for a person to 
prepare a legal Will are either not known or poorly understood, 
and so, far too many people simply do not get around to it. 
Wills4All Pty Ltd is a legal practice specialising in the 
preparation of robust legal Wills.  Call 0412213692 or email 
inquiries@wills4all.org.au . 
 
FROM COLLEGE ARCHIVIST 

 
The Loyola College Archives was 
established in 2006 to capture and 
preserve the cultural heritage of 
Loyola College from its planning and 
establishment to present day 
activities. Class photographs and 
snapshots of various events and 
activities, uniforms, newspaper 
articles, yearbooks and newsletters 
are just some of the items held by the 
Loyola College Archives. The 
collection also comprises materials regarding the history of 
Old Loyola, constructed in 1934 and used as the Jesuit 
Seminary building for thirty years. 
 

As we celebrate 35 years as a College community, the 
Loyola College Archives is very interested in documenting 
the memories and experiences of former students, 
particularly those still involved in the College community.  

We are fortunate to have a number of teachers and parents 
at Loyola who are former students of the College and a 
valuable, continuing feature in Loyola College’s history. 
 

Accounts of the early days of Year 7 or finishing Year 12, 
favorite teachers, friendships, buildings, performances, 
excursions and camps are all part of secondary school 
experience and can make for amusing and interesting 
reading.  Contributors may choose to have their stories 
published in the Ignatian for the College community to enjoy. 
 

If you have a story to tell or any item which may be included 
in the Archives collection please contact the Loyola College 
Archives on 9433 0767 or email archives@loyola.vic.edu.au 
 
FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
(STAFF AND OPERATIONS) 

 
Activities Week 2015 
This is a really exciting week, with all year levels involved in 
specific activities. The focus of the week is experiential 
learning and parents are encouraged to talk to their sons and 
daughters about the various activities they will experience.  
 

Parents and guardians are asked to check the uniform 
requirements, venues and starting times for each of the 
activities.  Any questions or queries should be directed to the 
following staff members ~ 
 

Year 7 Camp ~ Mrs Salmic 
Year 8 and 9 Activities ~ Mr Gowan 
Year 10 Work Experience ~ Mrs Curcio 
Year 11 Christian Service ~ Mrs Crowe 
Year 12 Retreat ~ Mr Lynch 

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES WEEK EVENTS 
 

Year 
Monday 
2 March 

Tuesday 
3 March 

Wednesday 
4 March 

Thursday 
5 March 

Friday 
6 March 

7 

Depart for Camp 
Mannix, MacKillop 

and Xavier 
Reflection Day 

McAuley, Chisholm 
and Flynn 

On Camp 
Mannix, MacKillop 

and Xavier 
Science Day 

McAuley, Chisholm 
and Flynn 

Camp Return 
Mannix, MacKillop 

and Xavier 
Depart for Camp 

McAuley, Chisholm 
and Flynn 

Science Day 
Mannix, MacKillop 

and Xavier 
On Camp 

McAuley, Chisholm 
and Flynn 

Reflection Day 
Mannix, MacKillop 

and Xavier 
Camp Return 

McAuley, Chisholm 
and Flynn 

8 Humanities Day Reflection Day 

8.1 ~ 8.4 
Sport 

8.5 ~ 8.8 
Healesville 

8.1 ~ 8.4 
Healesville 
8.5 ~ 8.8 

Sport 

Science Day 

9 

Personal 
Development 

Students must wear 
Full School Uniform 

Camp Preparation 
Students must bring 
their packed school 

bags for camp 

Depart for 
Surfcoast Camp 

Surfcoast Camp 
continues 

Surfcoast Camp 
returns 

10 Work Experience Work Experience Work Experience Work Experience Work Experience 
11 Christian Service Christian Service Christian Service Christian Service Christian Service 

12 
Scheduled Classes & 

Retreat Assembly 

Scheduled Classes 
Students dismissed at 

12.00noon 
Depart for Retreat Retreat continues Retreat returns 

 

Mrs Monica Baron 
Direct Line 9433 0767 
Monday to Thursday 
archives@loyola.vic.edu.au Miss Anne Marie Cairns 

Direct Line:  9433 0225 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Loyola College 
Community 

is invited to a 
delightful 

twilight musical 
experience. 

Big Band 
Concert Band 
Junior Choir 
Guitar Army 
Rock Band 

Strings Ensemble 
Solo Performances 
Symphonic Band 
Voices of Loyola 

Please support the Friends Of Music who will be conducting a 
sausage sizzle and drinks stall. 

AUTUMN 
SOUNDS 
CONCERT 
TUESDAY 

17 MARCH 
5.30PM 

OLD LOYOLA 
COURTYARD
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LUKE BYRON (12 XCLH), JOSEPH BRUCE (12 FPTM) & JULIAN FEDERICO (12 FGAA)~~~
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FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL (STUDENTS) 

 

As a community we encourage our students to regularly 
contribute to the Ignatian Newsletter. We see this as an 
opportunity for them to give their perspective about events 
that have occurred in the College.  This fortnight we have an 
article from the College Captains, who are members of the 
College Committee.  
 
FROM COLLEGE CO~CAPTAINS 

 
Welcome back everyone to the Loyola College’s 
35th year. 
 

We are very excited to be going into our final 
year as College Captains. The Year 12 students have only 8 
months left and we will be doing our best to make the most 
of it. The year 7 students, on the other hand, have a long way 
to go so we hope they are settling in well.  Another year at 
the College provides more opportunities to get involved, 
many clubs and societies are up and running and our 
Swimming Carnival is sure to bring out a competitive side in 
some of our talented swimmers. The Academic Companion 
program has begun and we hope that it will be a rewarding 
change for students, teachers and parents. Lastly, we would 
like to wish everyone a wonderful year. 
 
FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
(TEACHING AND LEARNING) 

 
Assessment and Reporting  
At Loyola College we have an extensive reporting system 
available to parents and guardians. Firstly, Years 7~11 
students receive reports four times during the course of the 
year ~ Term One Interim, End of Semester One, Term Three 
Interim and End of Semester Two. Year 12 students receive 
reports in the following cycles ~ Term One Interim, End of 
Semester One, Term Three Interim report and a September 
Trial Exam report. Their final report is from the VCAA at the 
end of the year, which provides them with their final 
certificate.  
 

The second part of our reporting system is our three Parent 
Student Academic Conversations. This allows parents, 
guardians and students to have the benefit of receiving a 
written report outlining assessment results, classroom 
learning indicators and a focus on areas of improvement, as 
well as the opportunity of a one on one communication with 

your child’s Academic Companion focusing on your child’s 
learning strengths and the challenges that they may face.  
 

On the end of Semester Report, students from Year 7 to Year 
11 also receive an overall grade for each subject, which 
provides a clear indication of their level of overall 
achievement for that subject. 
 

We will again be distributing the Term One and Semester 
One reports at Parent Student Academic Conversations. 
Parents will be able to collect their child’s report in the Loyola 
Companions Hall Foyer prior to the Academic Conversation. 
It is important to note that reports will not be posted home 
during Semester One and it is therefore necessary to attend 
the interviews to not only discuss your child’s progress, but 
to also collect the report. Once again, it is essential that 
students attend the Academic Conversations to lead this 
discussion.  We appreciate the ongoing support we have 
from our parents and guardians. 
 

Academic Conversation Information Sessions 
Thank you to all parents, guardians and students who 
attended the recent Academic Conversation Information 
Sessions. Please take the time to look at information 
provided to you in the package, particularly the Parent 
Guardian Academic Companion Handbook.  
 

Your child’s Academic Companion will continue to support 
your child throughout the year. The Academic Companion 
will meet with your child twelve times over the year, and 
parents and guardians will be at four of these sessions. The 
Parent  and Student sessions are compulsory for students to 
attend with their parent or guardian, as we believe that a 
working partnership between teacher, student and parent 
can only develop when there are dedicated times allocated 
for such a relationship. If a parent is unable to make one of 
our set times, we ask that they contact their Academic 
Companion prior to the meeting time to set up an alternative 
time.  
 

Please keep the following dates free this semester, so that 
you are able to attend all Parent Student Academic 
Conversations (the old Parent~Student~Teacher Interviews). 
These Parent Student Academic Conversations will be 15 
minute interviews with your child’s Academic Companion and 
will be student led. The Academic Companion will be working 
with your child prior to these conversations to prepare and 
assist them in leading this conversation. 
 

23 April ~ 1.00~8.30pm 
Term One Interim Report 

Year 7 to 12 Parent Student Academic Conversation 
 

16 July ~ 3.45~8.30pm and 17 July ~ 12.00~4.00pm 
Semester One Report 

Year 7 to 12 Parent Student Academic Conversation 
 

One of the common questions raised at the first Parent 
Student Academic Conversation was in regards to who 
parents contact if their child is having difficulty with a 
particular subject. We would encourage parents and 
guardians to act as they always have, that is if their child is 
having an issue with a subject, they should speak directly to 

Ms Bernadette Donnelly 
Direct Line: 9433 0233 

Mrs Anna Salmic 

Brittany Gerlich (KMLE) 
& 

Lachlan McPhee (MKMS) 



the subject teacher. In the Parent Guardian Academic 
Companion Handbook, we have listed all teaching staff, their 
direct line and their email address. Subject teachers will 
continue to contact parents if their child has achieved below 
54% for an assessment task, is not completing homework or 
there are other concerns. We would also encourage students 
to speak directly to their teachers about their concerns. In 
fact, students who do this on a regular basis, are the students 
who are receiving specific feedback which in turn helps them 
improve their standard of work. 
 

It is therefore, very important that we are all working together 
for your child’s learning and the focus in 2015 is 
improvement. We encourage parents to take an active role in 
their child’s education through discussion about their daily 
learning, looking at their child’s Loyola Class pages on the 
Learning Management System ~ referred to as Companion 
Learning ~ and encouraging them to complete their 
homework. 
 

We also welcome parent feedback on their first experiences 
of our new initiative, Academic Conversations. Please drop 
an email to donnellyb@loyola.vic.edu.au if you would like to 
share any comments. 
 

Multi~Level Assessment at Years 8 and 9 
In 2015, we will again offer multi-level assessment in all Year 
8 subjects as part of our commitment to differentiated 
learning. At Year 9, it will be offered in all three Languages; 
Italian, Indonesian and French, Physical Education practical 
classes, Science and Mathematics. Multi~level assessment 
allows students in negotiation with their teachers to select the 
level of assessment that is appropriate for their successful 
learning and to provide students with the opportunity of being 
further challenged or with developing their confidence 
through achieving success within the subject depending on 
their level. There will be three levels; modified (level 1), 
standard (level 2) and enhanced (level 3). 
 

In the designated subjects, students are given the 
opportunity of selecting assessment tasks at two levels; at 
standard (level 2) or enhanced (level 3). For example, 
students who believe that they are coping well with the work 
at the standard level, that is at a Year 8 standard (in 
Mathematics, Religious Education, Science and English) and 
are looking to be further challenged may decide to sit 
assessment tasks at an enhanced level. On the other hand, 
students may believe that completing the assessment task at 
standard is more appropriate for their level. Their teacher 
who has firsthand knowledge of their progress in a particular 
topic or with the different concepts being taught will guide 
students’ decisions. 
 

Students who would benefit from sitting assessment tasks 
that allow them to increase their confidence and skill level will 
be able to complete the assessment at a modified level (level 
1). However, Student Services will seek parental permission 
for any student who may benefit from this level of 
assessment. 
 

Students may select one level for a particular topic or subject 
and another level for a different topic. There will be flexibility 

to allow students to develop their confidence at their own 
pace. This also increases the student’s ownership of their 
learning, progress and interest in the subject. 
 
When the assessment task is returned to the student, it will 
show the grade that the student has achieved. For example, 
if the student achieves 74% or a B for the assessment, it will 
indicate this regardless if it is a task set at any of the three 
levels. The student can feel pleased with their achievement. 
On the student’s report in the assessment task section it will 
inform parents of the grade and which level the task was sat 
at. 
 
However, the overall grade for the subject will be affected 
according to the level the task has been sat at. We will use a 
similar method for calculating the overall grade as the VTAC 
scaling used at Year 12. A student who achieves a raw score 
of 74% (B) at a standard level will not be affected, no scaling 
occurs. A student who achieves a raw score of 74% (B) at 
the enhanced level will be rewarded by a scaling factor of 
1.05, as they have completed the task at a more difficult level. 
Their overall result will become 74 x 1.05 = 77.7 and therefore 
a B+. Student B who achieves a raw score of 74% (B) at a 
modified level will be scaled down by .9. Their overall result 
will become 74 x .9 = 66.6 and therefore a C+.  
 
Students learn at different stages of their education and we 
hope that by offering multi-level assessment in some 
subjects we are allowing students to be more actively 
involved and responsible for their learning. We feel that Year 
8 and Year 9 are the two year levels that will benefit from this 
kind of assessment. If you have any questions please contact 
the relevant Head of Learning, subject teacher or the Deputy 
Principal ~ Teaching and Learning. 
 
FROM HEAD OF ENGLISH 

 
English Help ~ Tuesday Lunchtimes 
In seeking to best support our students, the College offers 
several support programs to assist students of all skills and 
abilities. As well as Homework Club and Mathematics Help, 
we also offer English Help. 
 
The purpose of this program is to provide assistance, advice 
and acceleration for students. The sessions are run at 
lunchtime on Tuesdays in the English Office (OL218). 
Students should bring the work they are focussing on class, 
criteria or tasks sheets, or work on which they would like 
feedback. It is important that students are encouraged to take 
initiative in seeking feedback and assistance, and particularly 
so in skills~based subjects such as English. Please 
encourage your child to attend English Help if they seek to 
improve their grades. 

Mrs Lauren Sinderberry 
Direct Line: 9433 0757 



FROM HEAD OF MATHEMATICS 

 
Mathletics 
From the end of next week Years 7, 8 & 9 along with Year 
10, 11 & 12 VCAL students will have access to Mathletics.  
This is a great support program to the class work we do at 
school.  It is another medium in which students are able to 
re-enforce the skills that are part of their current Mathematics 
course here a Loyola College. 
 

Staff have set up the content of the Mathletics program to 
mirror the Mathematics course offered at Loyola College. As 
an extension from this, students have been instructed to use 
Mathletics as part of their homework.  Mathletics also offers 
parents a weekly report on how their own child/children are 
going.  This is invaluable as a tool for discussion with your 
child about their progress in Mathematics.  To register as a 
parent you will need to visit www.mathletics.com.au/parent.  
A parent registration screen will appear and you will need to 
have your child’s user ID and password.  Your children 
should already have both.  Please make contact with your 
child’s Mathematics Teacher for them if your children do not 
have them. 
 

If you have more than one child you will need to repeat the 
process ensuring that you register with the same email 
address for each child.  On completion of the registration, you 
will be given a Parent ID and password.  Please print these 
off and store them in a safe place for future reference if 
required. To access the Parent Centre, visit 
www.mathletics.com.au and sign in using your own parent 
codes.  Hopefully this has helped in gaining a greater insight 
on how your child is progressing, especially in Mathematics. 
 
Homework and Work Trackers 
For Mathematics Homework during 2015, each student in 
Years 7 to 10 will have Homework Trackers.  Each tracker 
has a complete list of the homework and work required from 
each student for the cycle.  The activities required to be 
completed from home vary from Mathletics tasks to questions 
set from their current text to other online assessment tools.  
Students are asked to complete written tasks in a separate 
book so that staff can easily check content and authenticity.  
Homework needs to demonstrate student workings and 
thought processes rather than just the answers.  Missed 
conceptions and misconceptions are then picked up by the 
Mathematics Teacher. 
 
These trackers will hopefully keep parents and guardians 
informed on how their child is working through the material 
taught in class.  Their child’s Mathematics teacher will collect 
the homework once a cycle to monitor progress and evaluate 
concerns.  If at any stage there is a concern please do not 
hesitate to contact the relevant Mathematics teaching staff 
member. 
 

FROM HEAD OF HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
Year 8 Camp 
Year 8 camp is always remembered as a highlight of a 
student's time at Loyola College. This year’s 8.1~8.4 camp 
was no exception. We had fantastic weather and fabulous 
activities to match. For many students it would be hard to 
choose their favourite activity between snorkelling or 
swimming with the seals and surfing. 
 

For staff the highlight was watching the personal growth of all 
the students. Students reflected that “they realised they were 
brave, because they tried things they were scared to do”, “I 
talked to people for a long time that I have never spoken to 
before” and “I realised other students in my BLG could do 
things I couldn't". This has laid the foundations for new 
friendships and strengthened others. 
 

Students thrived in different areas. Many enjoyed cooking for 
themselves and others liked the challenge of setting up and 
packing up 60 tents. All of them thrived on eating at every 
opportunity! 
 

This camp will certainly be remembered as one of the best 
ever and this would not have been possible without Mr 
Ferrante, Mr Keegan, Miss Hussey, Mr Laws, Mr Denton, Mr 
Kuhlmann, Miss Sheehan and Mr Spoljaric. The students and 
myself are very grateful for the energy they put into this camp 
and the can~do attitude with which they approached 
everything providing an excellent model for the students to 
copy. 
 
FROM MATHEMATICS & SCIENCE TEACHER 

 
Healthy eating at Loyola 

 
We are well into summer now; hot weather and running 
around is thirsty work. Water is an amazing, natural 
rehydrating agent, and it’s practically free! During the 
remaining warmer months, the whole family is encouraged to 
join thousands of other water fans by taking on the H3O 
challenge. This isn’t some new fancy water brand, it’s just 
switching from sugary soft drinks, energy drinks, sport drinks 
and fruit drinks to water for 30 days. Sound easy? Great, then 
let’s try it. Its thirst quenching, money saving, healthy and 
great for the waistline. Why not give up flavoured milks too, 
perhaps tea and coffee? The challenge is yours to define. 
Sign up today at http://h30challenge.com.au/. 

Ms Suzanne Pola 
Direct Line: 9433 0732 

Mrs Melanie Paino 
Direct Line: 9433 0214 

Mrs Nicolette Verdon 
Direct Line: 9433 0229 



Loyola families are also encouraged to view the Australian 
government healthy eating guide in their child’s planner on 
page 35. It provides an idea of what kinds of food should be 
on our plates. Approximately a third of your daily intake needs 
to be grains, a third vegetables and legumes and the last third 
to be made up with lean meats, dairy and fruits. Have a look, 
think about what you ate yesterday and today and decide 
how healthy you are. If the answer is not very, perhaps start 
focusing on increasing vegetables and decreasing sugary 
food and drinks.  Good luck! 
 

 
 
FROM ICT MANAGER 

 
ICT News 
The Loyola College App 
Loyola College offers parents, guardians and 
students the Skoolbag Loyola College app for 
communicating alerts, event notifications, 
news items and the College newsletter. 
Please note that only non~confidential 
information will be communicated via the 
Loyola College app. 
 

The app, called ‘loyola college watsonia – skoolbag’, is free 
and is available for iPads, as well as iOS and Android 
Smartphones. 
 

Where an alert is of an urgent or important nature, it will be 
communicated to parents, guardians and students as a ‘push 
notification’, which the device immediately brings to the 
user’s attention visually and/or audibly, depending on how 
the app is set up on the device.  
 

Loyola College may target an alert to 
one or more particular parent/student 
groups. These groups include ‘All 
Parents’, ‘Year 7 Parents’ through to 
‘Year 12 Parents’, ‘Year 7 Students’ 
through to ‘Year 12 Students’ as well 
as House groups.  
 

Users may subscribe to switch ‘On’ or unsubscribe switch 
‘Off’ any number of alert groups in order to receive their 
targeted ‘push notifications’. 
 

For those parents, guardians or students who do not have 
access to an iOS or Android device, notifications may be 
received via a web version of the app, which has been placed 
on the College website, accessible from the ‘Communication 
Centre’ link on the ‘News & Events’ page. It may be 
worthwhile bookmarking this web page. 

 
 

Please follow these instructions for downloading and setting 
up the Loyola College app on your phone, PC or Mac: 
 

1. Download the ‘loyola college watsonia – skoolbag’ 
app from the iPhone section of the App Store: 

a. iOS devices:  Download from the App 
Store and select ‘OK to allow push notifications. 

b. Android devices:  Download from 
the Google Play Store. 

 

2. Subscribe to alert groups on the app as required: 
a. Select the ‘More’ link found at the bottom right 

hand corner of the home screen 
b. Select ‘Setup’ 
c. Switch ‘On’ to any alert groups required 
d. Select the ‘More’ link again when you are done. 

 

Questions or feedback are welcome by contacting 9433 
0743. Enjoy! 
 
FROM HEAD OF MacKILLOP HOUSE 

 
We would like to start by welcoming our new Year7 students 
and their families to Loyola College and MacKillop House. 
We have been most impressed with the way they have 
started and it is most pleasing to see them settle quickly into 
life at Loyola. It is also great to welcome a number of new 
students and their families to MacKillop in other Year levels. 
Another aspect that is most pleasing is that our Year 12 
students have made a great start to the year. We wish them 
luck as they enter such an important year. 
 

The MacKillop House motto that drives us is Strive for 
Success and as a House we are constantly aiming to do this 
is so many ways.  We can strive for success academically in 
our classrooms and in the way we approach our studies.  We 
can strive for success by following our rules, being in correct 
uniform and by supporting each other. As Mary MacKillop 
once said 'Never ever pass a need without doing something 
about it.'  Throughout the rest of this term we have an 
opportunity to put our MacKillop motto into action.  We swam 
for success when we took part in the Swimming Carnival last 
Friday. As always our students did us proud.  We can speak 
for success by joining in the many public speaking and 
debating opportunities and we can sing and perform for 
success by being a part of the Eisteddfod which culminates 
on Monday 23 March. 

Mr Victor Dalla-Vecchia 
Direct Line: 9433 0258 

Mr Sean Simpson 
Direct Line: 9433 0218 



Our staff and students in MacKillop are committed to making 
our House the best we can be and we would love all our 
families to be a part of our journey as we can continue to 
strive for success. It was great to see so many families at our 
House Mass yesterday. The Mass was such a wonderful 
community gathering and such an important House Event. 
Thank you to all those that attended. 
 

We would also like to invite all MacKillop families to our 
MacKillop House Dinner which will be held on Wednesday 18 
March at Iggy's Restaurant and in the Functions Room. This 
is a great night and more information will be sent home 
shortly. 
 

It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the amazing 
passion, drive and commitment of Mrs Miriam Stylli who has 
led MacKillop for many years and is so incredibly respected 
by all of us. Thank you for your incredible service to MacKillop 
Miriam. We all miss you. 
 

We love hearing from parents and guardians so if you ever 
have any ideas, feedback and news or just want to touch 
base then please don't hesitate to contact me using the 
details above.  We can't wait for our next House events when 
our performers and backstage crew hit the stage at 
Eisteddfod and our public speakers and debaters take to the 
floors. We know they will represent us with great skill, pride 
and determination as they always do.  MacKillop House is our 
House. Thank you and have a great week. Strive for 
Success. 
 
RELAY FOR LIFE 

 

 
2015 Diamond Valley Relay For Life 

Saturday 28 March 12.45pm ~ 
Sunday 29 March 10.00am 

Candlelight Ceremony ~ 8.00pm Saturday 
Willinda Park, Beatrix Street, Greensborough 

Relay For Life is an amazing overnight event in which people 
from a local community, join together in teams to form a 
continual relay in order to celebrate cancer survivors, 
remember those who lost their battle to cancer and fight back 
against a disease which robs people of their lives. 
 

It is a unique event where team members challenge 
themselves to take turns to keep their team baton moving 
either in a walk or run through the night. The more people 

involved in each team, the easier the relay becomes and the 
more enjoyable the experience. 
 

The atmosphere is livened by free entertainment, prizes and 
ceremonies which make Relay For Life so inspirational. 
Since 2011, Loyola College has entered a team consisting of 
students, parents and teachers into Relay for Life. The 
money raised for the Cancer Council was worth every step 
taken by those who shared the relay. Our team has grown in 
numbers since then and we would like to see as many 
members of the Loyola College community participate this 
year. 
 

There are no age limits or fitness requirements for those 
wishing to participate in this year’s Relay for Life and we 
invite all members of the Loyola College community to help 
us make the 2015 Relay for Life another successful event. 
You can stay for the whole event, camp overnight or just 
come for a short time and join in the fun.  Loyola students are 
asked to wear their College Tracksuit as they are 
representing the school. 
 

To enter, log onto www.relayforlife.org.au and join the Loyola 
College Team (in the Diamond Valley relay location) in an 
effort to help fight Cancer. Online registrations close on 
Friday 20 March but you can still register on the day at 
Willinda Park.  Join us to make a difference and raise money 
for the Cancer Council in order to find a cure. For more 
information, please contact Mrs Miriam Stylli on 9433 0792 
or styllim@loyola.vic.edu.au. Who will you relay for? 
 
FROM STUDENT PROGRAMS COORDINATOR 
YEARS 10~12 

 
VCE Attendance Expectations 
At Loyola College, all VCE students are expected to attend 
to attend a minimum of 80% of scheduled classes; however, 
it is expected that students will attend all classes unless 
unavoidable circumstances arise or they are too ill to attend 
school. Where possible, ongoing medical appointments 
should be made outside College hours, and scheduled 
drivers’ licence testing should always occur outside class 
time. Attendance records are carefully monitored for each 
class in every subject by the subject teacher. 
 

Students whose attendance in any one subject falls below 
80% (with the exclusion of absence due to ongoing, chronic 
illness) will receive a provisional N in their Unit 3/4 VCE 
subject.  Students who require support for any personal 
matter are encouraged to speak with their Mentor Teacher, 
Head of House or one of the College Counsellors.  For 
academic concerns, students should always feel confident 
approaching their subject teacher. 
 

Examination Resits 
Loyola College students are encouraged to prepare and 
achieve highly in all assessment tasks and examinations. At 

Mrs Miriam Stylli 
Direct Line: 9433 0792 Ms Shannon Staub 

Direct Line: 9433 0769 



the Unit 3 & 4, a student’s VCE Study Score is moderated in 
all instances against their final examination grade, so it is 
imperative that students approach all exams confidently and 
with strong examination preparation skills. 
 

Year 10 and Year 11 students who achieve 49% and below 
in any Semester One or Semester Two examination will be 
required to undertake a resit of this examination during the 
June and December holidays. At Year 10, resits will be 
undertaken regardless of whether the student intends to 
pursue the subject in the future. 
 

Extensions Procedure for Late Submission of Work and 
missed School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
Please note the following procedure for requesting extension 
for the late submission of work: 
 

Year 10 ~ Students who are absent on the day of a class test 
or assessment task due date are required to request an 
extension through their subject teacher. The Request for 
Extension ~ Year 10 form should be filled in and submitted to 
the subject teacher, along with a parental note explaining the 
absence, within 48 hours of the student’s return to school. 
The work should be submitted to the teacher on the day of 
the student’s return to school.  Absences due to 

school~approved activities still require and extension 
request; however, do not require a parental letter. 
 

VCE ~ All requests for extensions at VCE are approved by 
the Student Programs Coordinator 10~12. Students are 
required to request the extension by filling in the Request for 
Extension ~ VCE form and submitting it with a Medical 
Certificate, within 48 hours of their return after absence, in 
person to the Student Programs Coordinator 10~12. Known 
absences require the application to occur before the absence 
occurring. Missed SACs will be rescheduled into the next 
Thursday afternoon at 3.30pm in the College iCentre. 
Absences due to school~approved activities are to be 
directed to the subject teacher and do not require a Medical 
Certificate. 
 

All students in Years 10~12 have been made aware of the 
above expectations both in writing, via the Year 10 and VCE 
Student Procedural Handbook ~ also distributed to parents 
at last week’s Academic Companions Meetings ~ and in 
recent year level Assemblies and Personal Development 
classes. 
 

 
 
Emergency Management ~ National Telephone Warning 
System) 
A new National Telephone Warning System has been 
developed to warn people of an emergency occurring near 
their vicinity. The service is free and it is not necessary to 
register. Warnings are sent as text messages to mobiles 
located near the emergency and a recorded message to 
landline telephones in the area. With growing numbers of 
students now having their own mobile phone, it is essential  

 
 
that they know what to do if they receive an emergency 
telephone warning. Similarly, that they know how to respond 
if they answer the home phone when a warning comes. 
Please refer to the flyer below. Parents and guardians are 
encouraged to talk with their child about the Emergency Alert 
System. If a student receives a warning message, they are 
encouraged to stay calm and show or repeat the message to 
a responsible adult. If an adult is not present, students should 
be encouraged to follow the action given in the alert. 

 

 



FROM THE INTERCULTURAL PERSPECTIVES 
CO~ORDINATOR 

 
Loyola Lands ~ Harmony Day Monday 16 March 
Loyola College Harmony & Caritas Day is a College~wide 
intercultural celebration. We will begin with a special program 
in students’ Mentor sessions from Tuesday 10 ~ Friday 13 
March. 
 
The theme for 2015 is Push and Pull Factors Affecting 
Immigration. This means some people are pushed out of 
home countries when they face irreconcilable difficulties like 
war and abuse while other people feel a pull to certain 
countries because of opportunities or peaceful life they 
perceive will be there for them. Australia’s cultural diversity is 
a direct consequence of both push and pull migration. During 
this week students will share their family’s origin stories and 
explore immigration. 
 
Our Harmony Day celebration will be held on Monday 16 
March. It is a Casual Clothes Day, with donation. In each 
class from Periods 1~4, students and staff will experience 
working in different cultures with unfamiliar rules and norms 
in a Loyola Lands simulation game. Each building will have 
its own new rules controlling learning and teaching 
procedures! Then before lunch each Loyola House will run a 
House Assembly with student presentations of our stories 
from each Mentor group. This is to celebrate Australia’s 
diverse cultural heritage. Following House assemblies, 
students are invited to purchase international foods from our 
special food stall, and dance to the sounds of our student DJ.  
 

 
 
Parents and guardians can support their children by helping 
them to prepare their stories explaining when, why and how 
their family first came to Australia, or if they are indigenous 
students, information about their home country and language 
group. You can also help by supporting the Caritas Casual 
Clothes Day and food stalls on Harmony Day. 
 

FROM THE PRODUCER GREASE ~ THE MUSICAL 

 

 
Ticketing Information for Grease ~ The Musical 
Tickets for this year’s musical production of Grease went on 
sale from 9.00am Friday 20 February. Use the following link 
to purchase your tickets www.trybooking.com/GFXA. 
 

Tickets cost $25 for adults and $15 for Under~18s and 
Seniors, plus an online booking fee of 30 cents per ticket.  
With only three shows available, on Thursday 30 April, Friday 
1 and Saturday 2 May, tickets will sell quickly, so get in early 
to avoid disappointment.  And don’t forget ~ Grease is the 
word. 
 
FROM LPFA COMMITTEE 
The Loyola Parents and Friends Association had their first 
meeting on Wednesday 4 February 2015.  We had a great 
meeting welcoming all new parents to the committee. We 
also had a chance to catch up and review our achievements 
from 2014 and review our schedule of upcoming events and 
goals for 2015. It was agreed to fulfil our schedule of events 
for 2015 and any proceeds for this year will be going to the 
new Performing Arts Centre for our students and the College. 
Our biggest undertaking for the year will be our big night out 
at the Loyola 35th Anniversary Ball on 30 May 2015. 
 

Loyola 35th Anniversary Ball 
The 35th Anniversary Gala Ball is on Saturday 30 May 2015. 
Loyola Parents and Friends have booked a fantastic venue 
at the Emerald Reception Centre, Thomastown, complete 
with an amazing three course meal with all beer, wine, soft 
drink and champagne. All dietary restrictions and food 
allergies will need to be specified. To get the party started 
and keep grooving we have an amazing local band by the 
name of Louie and the Party Boys. The night is shaping up 
to be the event of the year for all parents, staff, past students, 
family and friends (+18) to come together to celebrate 35 
years of Loyola College. 
 

Please refer to the following link to purchase tickets 
www.trybooking.com/Booking/BookingEventSummary.aspx
?eid=110877. Early bird discount currently applies until 30 
March 2015 for 90 per person. Use the EB$5OFF for Adult 
ticket bookings or even better book a table of 10 and use 
discount code EB$50OFF when booking. This is going to be 
a great night out!! We look forward to seeing as many of our 
community there as possible!! 
 

Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4 March at 
7.30pm. 

Mr Ric Roberts 
Direct Line:  9433 0776 

Mr Mark Leary 
Direct Line:  9433 0761 



 

 
DOCAL and DOWAL 
The DOCAL & DOWAL College Committees: Development 
of Curriculum at Loyola and Development of Welfare at 
Loyola require parent representatives to join with staff and 
students on specific Thursdays in term from 3.45pm~5.15pm.  
Parents and guardians who could see themselves in this role 
should contact me for more information about what is 
involved. 
 

Next Monday Morning Tour 
The next Morning College Tour will be held on Monday 23 
March from 9.15am ~ 11.00am.  Bookings are essential via 
my contact details.  The Tour will include Morning Tea with 
our Principal. 
 

Year 11 Ball Presentation Balls Information Night 
Families of Year 11 students who are participating in this 
annual event are reminded that the Information Night will be 
held in the Theatrette on Monday 2 March at 7.30pm.  It is 
most important that every student and at least one parent or 
guardian is present.  Families are asked to refer to their 
documentation regarding the expectations of this night. All 
questions regarding the ball will be answered at the end of 
the meeting. Information Packs will also be handed out at the 
meeting. TryBooking will be open from 23 February to 14 
March inclusive for the Presentee’s balance of payment only.  
The link for this is www.trybooking.com/121251 
 

Partnership With Parents Meeting 
It was heartening to see approximately 50 House parents 
attend the first of the quarterly meetings on Monday 9 
February along with the Heads of each House. The following 
items were discussed~ 
 Review of the Year 7 Picnic 
 Review of Sr Nelia Llanto’s 2015 Program 
 House Masses in Term 1 
 House Dinners at Iggy’s Restaurant 
 House Eisteddfod participation 
 House Charity Activities 

 

Year 7 Next Year 
Parents and guardians with children already attending Loyola 
College are advised that younger siblings currently in Year 6 
will need to apply for Year 7, 2016 by Friday 27 February this 
year.  Application forms can be downloaded from the College 
website or collected from our Old Loyola Reception. 
 

International House & Manresa Cottage  
Just inside Gate 4, on the corner of Bungay and Kenmare 
Streets sits our International House which is used for 
accommodation on a short term basis for both overseas 

visitors and members of our school and local community. 
Behind the Old Loyola building in the south western corner of 
the property, sits a quaint little Cottage that we also rent out.  
 

These rentals are ideal for family members or friends who 
have to attend a function or appointment in Melbourne and 
require an overnight stay or longer at a very reasonable price. 
 

Some of our families have 
extended family who live 
interstate and rent the cottage on 
a regular basis when paying a visit 
to Melbourne for 1 or 2 weeks.  
Loyola’s close proximity to shops 

and the train makes it ideal to be independent and yet close 
to relatives as well.  This is especially the case at Christmas. 
Anyone interested in learning more should access 
www.loyola.vic.edu.au/information/accomodation. 
 

There is Still Room on the Bus! 
Families from the Doreen area are advised that there is room 
on the one way bus from Doreen to Loyola each weekday. 
For more information and to register please contact me. 
 

Homestay Families Wanted for 3rd Term 
For several years we have been able to accept students from 
Malpighi High School in Bologna, Italy for 1 or 2 terms.  In 
2015 we can offer students in Year 10 or 11 a place for Term 
3 (July to September) providing there are families who are 
willing to look after these students whilst they are here. The 
students who have been a part of this program have returned 
home with glowing tales of a wonderful experience at both 
school and home level.  As a consequence other students 
from their school are keen to travel to this far off country and 
see how life is in a typical Australian school and family. 
Accommodation expenses are paid to the Homestay family 
according to whether the student has a room to his/herself 
($220) or shares a room ($200).To find out what is involved 
in being a Homestay family please contact me before the end 
of this month as preparations will take some time. 
 

Parents of the Week 
This week we have to acknowledge the wonderful response 
by our Mailout Group to our request for assistance with a 
huge collation task.  As our Office Staff stated, we could not 
have done this without you!  Thank you all so very much! 
 

We are also grateful to the parents who attended the first 
Loyola Parents and Friends Association Meeting and the first 
Partnership with Parents Meeting for the year.  The 
willingness of these parents to be members of these 
committees is very heartening and we look forward to 
working with them this year. 
 

Parents and guardians who are wanting to find their niche 
here at Loyola in terms of volunteering in some capacity are 
invited to contact me to discuss what areas of school life may 
suit them best. We are proud of the parents who involve 
themselves in some way as they have honoured their 
commitment to be part of our school community, supporting 
their children in their education. 

Mrs Maureen Lonsdale 
Community Liaison 
Direct Line 9433 0228 



FROM DIRECTOR OF SPORT 

 
ACS Sport Results 
 

Year 9 Boys Sport 
Cricket Loyola 0 /91 def St Michael’s 2 / 83 
Batting: Liam Russell ~ 40, Fred Mastrogiannis ~ 34, 
Connor Kissane ~ 8 
Bowling: Matthew Simmonds 1/3, Connor Kissane 1/8 
Basketball A Loyola 33 def St Michael’s 21 
Points: Jake Rizzi 10, Nick Manolis 8, Jacob Bedrac 7 
Best: Oliver Meagher, Nick Manolis, Jacob Bedrac 
Basketball B Loyola 21 def St Michael’s 5 
Points: Luke Reilly 8, Ryan Dambrauskas, Jacob Cain 4 
Best: Kevin Tran, Luke Reilly, Jordan Marchetti 
Softball Loyola 8 def by St Michael’s 18 
Best: Kristian Tombolato, Jack Gee, Andrew Nagel 
Hockey Loyola 1 def by St Michael’s 7 
Goal Scorer: Bradley Russell 
Best: Anthony Daminato, Kristofer Christou, Bradley 
Russell 
Table Tennis Loyola 12 def St Michael’s 4 
Best: Adrian Sammut, Christian Lawrence, Dimitrios 
Vavladellis 

Year 9 Girls Sport 
Tennis Loyola 6 sets 51 def 

St Michael’s 5 sets 41 
Best: Stephanie Sansonetti, Julie Heaven, Emma Jolly, 
Katerina Nicolopoulos 
Volleyball A Loyola def by St Michael’s 4~25, 3~25, 

16~25, 17~25 
Best: Madison Rule, Tiffany Bugeja, Pareen Gulati 
Volleyball B Loyola def by St Michael’s 10~25, 9~25, 

14~25, 13~25 
Soccer Loyola 5 def St Michael’s 1 
Goal Scorers: Ailish Muir 2, Niamh Kearney 2, 
Chiara De Thomasis 1 
Best: Niamh Kearney, Monique Lorefice, Jazmyn White 
Softball Loyola 9 def by St Michael’s 15 
Best: Charlotte Fell, Bridgette Balzorolo, Rebecca Grant 

 

Victorian State Sprint Swimming Championships 
Congratulations to Brent Mifsud (12 AEGR) on his fantastic 
results against the best swimmers in the State. 

50m Breaststroke (4th Place) ~ 31.10 sec 
50m Backstroke (5th Place) ~ 29.62 sec 
50m Butterfly (9th Place) ~ 27.11 sec 
50m Freestyle (17th Place) ~ 26.00 sec 

 

State Schools Triathlon 
Congratulations to Anthony Boyle (10 FGAA) who recently 
competed in the State Triathlon series, representing Loyola 
College. The events were held in Yarrawonga, Elwood & 
Brighton and competitors came from schools across Victoria. 
Anthony just missed selection in the State team, but finished 
in the top ten competitors based on points accumulated 
during the series. 

 
 

2015 Loyola College House Eisteddfod 
Monday 23 March 

7.00pm 
Loyola Companions Hall 

 

This event is not ticketed ~ No Reserved Seating ~ Doors open at 6.30pm. 
Come along and support Performing Arts at Loyola College. 

 

Mr Justin Abbott 
Direct Line:  9433 0238 



LOYOLA COLLEGE SUNDAY PARISH MASSES: DIAMOND VALLEY DEANERY 
Student Absence Tel: 03 9433 0248  St Damian’s Bundoora: Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 8am, 10am 
Email office@loyola.vic.edu.au Sacred Heart, Diamond Creek:  (1st Saturday of Month) 
Reception and Fees Office: 8am~5pm Monday to Friday 7.15pm, St Peters, Hurstbridge 
Library: 8.00am~5.45pm, Monday to Thursday Sunday 9.00am, Sacred Heart 

8.00am~5.00pm, Friday Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham: Saturday 6pm; 
Uniform Shop: Tuesday 8.00am ~ 9.00am and Sunday 9am, 11am 
Wednesday 3.15pm ~ 4.00pm St Mary’s Greensborough: Saturday 6.30pm; Sunday 8am, 10am, 5pm 
 St Thomas. North Greensborough: Saturday 6pm; Sunday 10.30am 
MASS AT LOYOLA: Our Lady of the Way, Kingsbury: Saturday 6pm; Sunday 8am, 10am 
For Masses see “From Deputy Principal ~ Ignatian Mission St Martin’s Macleod: Saturday 6pm; Sunday, 7.30, 8.30 (Italian), 10am 
and Identity” St Francis of Assisi, Mill Park:  Saturday 6.30pm; 
  Sunday 9am, 10.30am, 5pm 
 St Francis Xavier, Montmorency: Saturday 6pm: Sunday 8.30, 10.30am 
 

 
WHAT’S ON AT WATSONIA 
 

Week MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

 23 February 24 February 25 February 26 February 27 February 28 February 1 March 

4B 

 
 Mannix House 

Patron 
Celebration 

 Ignatian 
Published 

 

 
 Years 7 & 8 ACS 

V Overnewton 
College 

 Year 7 Music 
Information 
Evening Loyola 
Companions Hal 
7.30pm l 

 

 
 Year 10 & Senior 

ACS V 
Westbourne 
Grammar 

 Iggy’s 
Restaurant 
House Dinner for 
Chisholm & 
Xavier House 
6.00pm 

 College Board 
Meeting 7.30pm 
Boardroom 

 Lenten 
Preparation for 
Loyola Families 
7.00pm 

 

 
 Year 9 ACS V St 

Leonard’s College 
 

 
 LPFA Twilight 

Working Bee 
4.00pm 

 

 
 

 
 Chisholm House 

Mass 10.00am 
St Mary’s Parish 
Greensborough 

 

 2 March 3 March 4 March 5 March 6 March 7 March 8 March 

5 

 
ACTIVITIES WEEK 
 Special Programs 

at each Year Level 
 

 
ACTIVITIES WEEK 
 Special Programs 

at each Year Level 
 

 
ACTIVITIES WEEK 
 Special Programs 

at each Year Level 
 LPFA Meeting 

Boardroom 
7.30pm 

 Lenten 
Preparation for 
Loyola Families 
7.00pm 

 

 
ACTIVITIES WEEK 
 Special Programs 

at each Year Level 
 

 
ACTIVITIES WEEK 
 Special Programs 

at each Year Level 
 

 
 

 
 

 9 March 10 March 11 March 12 March 13 March 14 March 15 March 

6A 

 
Labour Day Public 
Holiday ~ Office 
Closed 
 

 
 Ignatian 

Published 
 Year 7 & 8 ACS 

V Westbourne 
Grammar 

 

 
 Year 10 & Senior 

ACS V Thomas 
Carr College 

 Iggy’s 
Restaurant 
House Dinner for 
Flynn & Mannix 
House 6.00pm 

 Lenten 
Preparation for 
Loyola Families 
7.00pm 

 

 
 Full School 

Assembly (after 
Period 2) 

 Year 9 ACS V St 
Leonard’s College 

 Iggy’s Restaurant 
open 6.00pm 

 

 
 International 

Women’s Day 
Breakfast 7.15am 
Functions Room 

 

 
 

 
 McAuley House 

Mass 10.30am 
St Francis of 
Assisi Parish Mill 
Park 

 

 


