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325 Grimshaw St
Watsonia 3087
Victoria Australia
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Fax: 03 9432 2476

Email: office@loyola.vic.edu.au
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contact the Secretary of LEXSA:
on 9433 0297 or
email: lexsa@loyola.vic.edu.au.

The school year is quickly coming to a 
close and as usual there have been 
many events and activities that have 
enriched College life. 

Of significance again in this second half 
of the year has been the celebration of St 
Ignatius Day with a great fundraising 
effort on the part of the students 
supporting the six House charities. 
Students have also raised significant 
amounts of money for Project           
Compassion, the 40 hour famine, the 
Jesuit Mission in East Timor and     
Catholic Mission. It is essential that in 
raising funds all our students make the 
connection between giving to others 
and the faith that drives us as a Catholic 
community to want to be involved in 
improving the lives of others following 
the example of Jesus. We will continue 
to work hard in making that connection 
between Faith and Action. 

In the September holidays this year 
three Loyola staff and ten students 
visited two schools on an immersion 
program in the Philippines. The schools 
are conducted by the ‘Pastorelle’ 
Congregation of religious sisters, the 
Sisters of Jesus the good Shepherd 
(SJGS). We have had a religious sister 
from this Order on our College staff for 
the past 7 years. Our group was very well 
received by the various communities as 
our student’s participated in school life, 
helped in a feeding program and learnt 
about Filipino culture. As in the past, 
two Loyola students and two staff went 
to East Timor to work with the Jesuits in 
Kasait and Railaco in schools there as 
part of the Ignatian schools immersion. 

Once again these students had wonderful 
faith in action opportunities given to 
them that have enriched their lives 
through the experience.

I am pleased to report that the construction 
of the Magis Performing Arts Centre 
(MPAC) has been completed and we are 
moving into the building in preparation 
for classes to commence in the new 
facility in 2017.  The term Magis is an 
Ignatian term meaning the more, the 
better, excelling in all that we do, an 
appropriate name to challenge our 
students who will be using the building.  
MPAC will make a wonderful addition to 
the many other facilities we have at the 
College. We have set February 17th next 
year for the official Blessing and Opening 
ceremony of the new building. 

We continue to receive visits from our 
past students and to hear stories of their 
lives beyond Loyola. I recently read an 
article in our local paper about Emilia 
Sterjova (L: 09-14) who at the age 19 has 
been elected to Whittlesea Council. She is 
the youngest councillor ever elected to 
this council. Emilia was captain of Public 
Speaking in 2014 at Loyola and no doubt 
these skills will serve her well in her new 
role. We want our students to go out into 
the world and make a difference for the 
greater good. We wish Emilia well as she 
takes on this important community 
responsibility.

As this year draws to a close I take this 
opportunity of thanking the LEXSA 
committee for their ongoing work on 
behalf of the association during 2016.  As 
always I encourage more former students 
to join the committee and support the 
building of community amongst our 
alumni.

I wish all the blessings of the Christmas 
season. I pray that the infant Jesus will be 
welcomed with open arms into your 
families and that they may be blessed by 
His presence.  I look forward to an 
exciting and ongoing collaboration next 
year.

Dear Companions,

Mr Joseph Favrin
Principal
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It’s the end of another year and we 
welcome the graduating class of 
2016 to LEXSA.
 
Congratulations on all you have 
achieved during your time at the 
College and we look forward to 
your tales from beyond the 
College gates in future editions    
of The Companion.

This year we again held our 
Classic Car Show and Reunion 
Sunday with great success and these events would not be all 
they are without the support of the College and its staff, and the 
LEXSA committee, Jodi, Frank, Dianne, Bianca, Anthony, Troy 
and John.

Looking ahead to 2017, I hope to see more past students at 
our meetings, taking a proactive approach to organising 
events of interest to the wider LEXSA and College community.  
Additionally if you have been to a meeting in the past, it would 
be nice to see you again.

Look out for upcoming events in The Companion, Ignatian 
and LEXSA’s Facebook page (make a friend request if you 
haven’t done so already) and please contact our Secretary, 
Mrs Jodi D’Angelis, with your own news, events and items of 
interest.

From the President

Mrs Judith Lane (Mercovich) (L:81-85) 
LEXSA President

Another year draws to an end, and 
so quickly it passed.  At LEXSA, we 
had an exciting start with our 
Classic Car Show which was a 
fantastic night, I am hoping 10 
February 2017, when we hold it 
once again in July, it will be just as 
successful.  Midyear, LEXSA held 
Loyola Reunion Sunday.  Over 
100 ex-students returned to the 
College for an afternoon of fun 
and laughter.  We wound up the 
year with the Annual General Meeting.  I would like to 
congratulate Frank Palermo (L: 90-95) on being elected the 
new LEXSA President and Dianne Cheraghi (nee Smith L: 
81-86) on being elected LEXSA Vice President.  I am confident 
that the enthusiasm of Frank and Dianne, leading our great 
committee of ex-students will grow LEXSA into an even     
stronger Association.

Thank you to Judith Lane (nee Mercovich L: 81-85) for her 
commitment over the past 4 years as LEXSA President, and to 
Frank for his work as Vice President, not forgetting our 
committee members Anthony Azzopardi (L: 83-88),

Bianca Azzopardi (nee Baratta L: 89-94),  John Perizolo (L: 
80-86), Dianne Cheraghi (nee Smith L: 81-86), Troy Florres (L: 
08-13), Matthew Carty (L: 10-15), Sean Russel (L: 11-16) and 
our Loyola Staff members Denise Chang-Faux, Monica Baron, 
Sean Simpson & Dianna Alonso, thanks for your dedicated 
support.

Wishing everybody, especially all Loyola College Ex-Students, 
a safe and Merry Christmas, and above all a spectacular 2017.

From the LEXSA Secretary

Mrs Jodi D’Angelis
LEXSA Secretary
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At 7am on Wednesday 19 October 2016, our Year 12 students rolled back into the College for their final day’s celebrations, dressed 
in an array of humorous costumes.  Staff and volunteers provided the students with a scrumptious breakfast and afterwards the 
Year 12’s paraded around the Old Loyola round-about, showing off their creative attire.



This event was held on Monday 7 November in the Loyola Companions 
Hall. The high quality of student work was evident across a number of 
areas within the Arts and Technology faculties. It was again              
particularly pleasing to see the growth of the Fashion Parade with an 
increase in the number of garments being made by the students and 
more students involved in the modelling of the garments. The 
support of families in attendance was high, and the pride of parents 
in their childrens work was most evident. A number of Principal’s 
Awards, recognising excellence in students’ work, were awarded on 
the night.

We thank Mrs Smith, Head of Visual Arts, and Mrs Thompson, Head 
of Technology, for overseeing the organisation of this event, which is 
an enormous task in itself, and we also thank all staff and students 
who contributed to its success. 
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The 2016 Jesuit Schools Timor Leste Immersion began on 
Monday, 22 June. After months of preparation the group 
departed Australia for Dili from 8 different schools and 4 
states, representing Jesuit and Ignatian Companion schools.

In Dili, we visited the Resistance Museum and began to 
understand the impact of the conflict that has taken place for 
so much of Timor’s history.  On the rest of this journey we 
visited two schools, one in Railaco and the other in Kasait. 
The first school Railaco, is situated in the mountains just over 
an hour’s drive outside of Dili, and is a very small and very 
poor school lacking many of the basic resources we take for 
granted. 

We also visited Collegio San Ignacio de Loiola in Kasait and 
saw the impact of our commitment to help establish             
opportunities for young people in Timor. It was gratifying to 
see that the funds we had raised had become a concrete 
establishment. Throughout the two weeks, the 16 Australian 
students prepared lessons in English and Maths, and also 
activities like singing and games to teach at these Timorese 
schools. Other activities included coffee picking, visiting a 
feeding program and medical centre, and many other            
activities which involved interacting with the students.  The 
Timor Leste Immersion was undoubtedly the most          
breathtaking experience for us and the 14 other students from 
Jesuit schools around Australia.  The aim of the immersion 
was to learn about the work the Jesuits accomplished in   
countries far less fortunate than our own and their provision 
of opportunities for the marginalised and underprivileged.

The whole group was immediately immersed in the deep 
culture and Timorese way of life, as the people were all so 
welcoming and generous.  Many Timorese people would 
continuously approach and welcome us to thank us all for the 
work the Jesuits have done.   Throughout our stay in both 
Railaco and Kasait the students were welcoming and 
extremely excited to see the “Australian students” again and 
even held a grand welcoming ceremony with singing and 
dancing just for us. Any language barriers were quickly 
overcome through singing, games and lots of laughter. The 
entire immersion represents a genuine opportunity to move 
beyond merely talking about Christianity and the work the 
Catholic church is accomplishing around the world; rather to 
actually witness it in a highly observable way, and bring what 
you learnt back home to teach others. 

Janine Mercado  (11 ARAS)
Thomas Kelly (11 CTFO)



Victor Dalla-Vecchia and Antonella Dalla Vechia and I were 
privileged to be a part of the 2016 Ignatian Leadership    
Pilgrimage, which follows in the footsteps of St Ignatius, the 
founder of the Society of Jesus. Staff from many of the Jesuit 
and Ignatian Companion schools around Australia attended 
this pilgrimage. 

It began in Paris, where Ignatius studied at university with his 
friend Francis Xavier. We were given a tour of ‘Ignatian Paris’ 
by Father Gillibert, who took us to places that were significant 
to Ignatius. We also learned about the important social justice 
work that the French Jesuits are undertaking.

We travelled to the Basque region of Spain to see the town of 
Loiola (Loyola), where Ignatius (then known as Inigo) was 
born and raised. We were able to see the family home where he 
was brought to recover from his cannon ball injury in the room 
now known as the “Chapel of Conversion”. Our trip chaplain, 
Father Jack McClain, celebrated mass for us in the Chapel. 
While in the Basque area we were also able to visit ‘Our Lady of 
Aranzazu’, a significant pilgrim site, and Javier castle, the 
family home of St Francis Xavier.

Our next stop was Montserrat, the famous site where Ignatius 
placed his sword at the foot of the black Madonna. Montserrat 
attracts two million visitors, many pilgrims, every year. It is 
easy to see why! It is an incredibly spiritual and special place, 
and left a lasting impact on us all.

From Monserrat, some of the pilgrims set off on foot to 
Manresa, while others caught the bus. Those hiking managed 
to get themselves a bit lost; however, in a true “pilgrim”     
experience, were assisted by many locals to finally find their 
way to their destination, The Centre for Spirituality in Manresa. 
The centre is built around the cave where Ignatius spent time 
writing the spiritual exercises.

We travelled on to Barcelona, where we were able to visit two 
Jesuit schools, St Ignasi and CASP, and hear about the work 
they are doing with their young people. We received a very 
warm welcome at the schools, typical of the generous hospitality 
that Jesuits are so well known for.  

A short flight to Rome saw us visit significant sites in the very 
holy city. We visited the ‘Gesu’, a church that Ignatius dreamed 
of creating, but died before this dream was realised. His tomb 
is found in this Church. We also saw the church of San Ignazio, 
which has been dedicated to St Ignatius. We were blessed to 
attend mass on Sunday in St Peter’s square at the Vatican, and 
also visit the Jesuit headquarters, known as the Curia. 

This incredible journey gave us time to reflect and also gain a 
greater understanding of St Ignatius’ life and mission. We 
have learned so much from this pilgrimage and grown 
throughout the journey. We feel incredibly grateful and blessed 
to have been given this opportunity.

p6

Ms Jacinta Lawrence

La Storta Chapel Rome

Saint Ignatius Room, Rome

Papal Mass, Vatican

Manresa, Spain

Montserrat, Spain



The Loyola Companions Hall stage was transformed into the 
magical land of Narnia as our talented students performed 
the play ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’. Directed by 
the very talented Ms Jade Scibilia and Mrs Michelle Denni, 
the story, written by C.S. Lewis, came alive on stage. The story 
tells of four children in London who are sent to live with an 
eccentric uncle during WWII, they discover an enchanted 
wardrobe which leads them into the magical world of Narnia, 
ruled by the evil White Witch who has cast Narnia into a state 
of perpetual winter. The inhabitants, living in fear of the White 
Witch, wait in hope for the return of the great Lion, Aslan who 
will guide a revolution against her. The siblings unite with 
Aslan, and his followers to restore Narnia to peace and 
prosperity. All cast members and crew have worked tirelessly 
through many rehearsals with our Directors to produce two 
fantastic performances. We thank the many people involved 
in the production of this play, including our wonderful      
Maintenance crew made sets; Mr Randy Schrader for painting 
the amazing backdrops which transported us to the winter 
and spring scenes of Narnia; Mrs Mim Barbano for sewing 
the White Witch’s costume, Mrs Deb Bland and Mrs Deb 
Anthony who helped with other costuming; Mr Steve Melville 
and Mr Daniel Liberti for managing light and sound, Mr Tran, 
Mr Prout and their crew for filming and photographing the 
dress rehearsal; Mrs Jai Harvey-Yin for providing makeup 
assistance; Mrs Alonso, Mr Ives and other staff who assisted 
on the performance nights; and, of course, the parents and 
families of our students for supporting them in their love of 
Performing Arts. Congratulations particularly to Ms Scibilia 
and Mrs Denni who devoted so much of their time to ensure 
that the performances were professionally delivered, and to 
all cast and backstage crew for their outstanding work in 
producing a spectacular 2016 College Play!

Mrs Miriam Stylli, Producer.
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On 15 September the 
Junior Performing Arts 
Concert was held in   
Companions Hall,    
showcasing the talent of 
our year seven and eight 
students. Items included 
such classics as Jailhouse 
Rock and Masquerade, 
and included many   
musical favourites such 
as Aladdin, The Wizard of 
Oz, Wicked and Alice in 
Wonderland.
Our students danced to 

music as diverse as Singing in the Rain and Beyoncé. The 
standard was high as our junior students performed with 
energy and enthusiasm.

The performing arts program at the school will continue to 
flourish with these talented students stepping into the 
spotlight. The cast of approximately 70 students was 
supported by our senior students, who assisted backstage   
and in hosting, and some of our parents who were             
amazing - especially Mrs Garth. 

To celebrate the Rio Olympics, Loyola held its own Olympics 
in Health and Physical Education. Students participated in 8 
different activities that had an Olympic twist. Students 
walked, skipped and hopped across the beam, they shot nerf 
guns at targets and Frisbee (clay target shooting), and 
performed archery with the nerf bow and arrows. Students ran 
relays and tested themselves to see how many badminton hits 
and forward rolls they could do in a set period of time. 

All classes were competitive, with many students walking 
away with an Asics drink bottle for their efforts. The highlight 
was the “Olympic” spirit in which the events were held.  
Students participated with enthusiasm and to the best of their 
ability in all events. They were encouraging of each other and 
waited patiently for their turn. I would like to commend all the 
students on the way they approached this new and novel 
event and we look forward to the Beijing games in 4 years so 
we can once again complete the Loyola Olympics.

The staff who worked on this event, including Mrs Gemma 
Hedger [choral and music director], Mrs Janine Thompson 
[costumes], and me [Mrs Julie Boyle, director and                   
choreographer] all thoroughly enjoyed working with these 
students. The students involved are to be congratulated on 
their wonderful performances, and we look forward to seeing 
them tread the boards in our new theatre.

Mrs Julie Boyle  

Mrs Melanie Paino
Head of Health & Physical Education
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Bradley Turner (L: 91-96)
 Our lab also hosts an annual 
"Ask the Experts Day" where 
MND patients and families 
come and hear about the 
latest advances in the lab.  
This is one of the most 
meaningful days in my   
calendar because it 
reinforces why I continue 
with this career.  Medical 
research is not the easiest 
path to pursue, given the 
long hours involved and 
limited funding, even for 
outstanding projects.

My career has taken me all 
over the world where I present our latest research findings at 
international conferences and engage with top thinkers and 
creative minds.  The best trip was the one where I met my 
lovely wife on the plane to Mexico.  We were married 3 months 
ago and I'm writing this from our honeymoon in Hawaii! 

This year marks my 20th year since leaving Loyola College.  My 
fondest memory was being inspired and encouraged by many 
teachers, including Mr. John Samanna and Mrs. Joan 
McGarry. I was very sad to hear of Mrs. McGarry's recent 
passing, and attended her funeral, but remain indebted and 
grateful to wonderful mentors like her.

Since leaving Loyola in 1996, I 
pursued my passion for science 
at university. It was in a second 
year genetics lecture that I 
became fascinated with the 
human brain and neurological 
disorders, which set the wheels 
in motion for a career in medical 
research.  I completed my PhD in 
neuroscience with a focus on 
motor neuron disease (MND) at 
the University of Melbourne.  I 
went on to complete my 

overseas training at the University of Oxford where I worked 
closely with neurologists developing new models of MND. I 
returned to Melbourne in 2008 where I established the MND 
Laboratory at the Florey Institute, University of Melbourne, 
where I head a team of 15 scientists, technicians and graduate 
students dedicated to finding effective treatments and a cure 
for this devastating disease.

I often get asked why I chose to research MND.  The reality is 
MND chose me because it is cruel and tragic, and needs 
dedicated researchers.  I had no personal connection to MND 
at the time, but I have since been fortunate enough to meet 
some amazing and inspirational people who have battled this 
disease.  More recently, I have been working closely with the 
Cure for MND Foundation and its patron, AFL legend Neale 
Daniher, who is currently battling the "Beast".  Neale, along 
with the Ice Bucket Challenge, has helped raised               
much-needed awareness and funds to fight MND. Visitors to 
our lab have included Ray Martin from "60 Minutes", Neil 
Mitchell from 3AW, The Hon. Daniel Andrews, Premier of 
Victoria, and the Hon. Linda Dessau, Governor of Victoria.

http://www.curemnd.org.au
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Mariklud Silic (nee; Viduka) (L: 85 -90)
For those who were in my year 
level, or should I say my PE 
classes, would remember me as 
the kid who was at the very front 
of the class eagerly awaiting 
instruction for the day’s lesson. I 
LOVED SPORT!!!! Unfortunately, 
I wasn’t allowed to do any after 
school activities, so school sport 
it was for me.

As luck would have it, I had some 
ability, but if it wasn’t for Mr 

Green, Mr Gaut and Mrs Moffit (my PE teachers) constant 
persistence for me to take up athletics, I would never have 
done so.

I took up athletics at the age of 15, and by Year 12 I was the 
Australian All Schools Champion. Post Year 12, I went on to do 
athletics for another 10 years and my greatest achievements 
have been representing Australia in several teams, winning 
the National title several times and breaking the Australian 
and Oceania open age record for the Triple Jump. Yes,            
everyone at school thought I was a runner.

Outside of athletics I studied Sports Management at RMIT 
and completed a post graduate degree in Sports Business at 
Victoria University. I worked in several sports management-
type jobs, one being managing the Meadow Glen Athletics 
Stadium for the Whittlesea Council.

On athletic retirement, I married Mark, a professional soccer 
player, and changed career paths, working as a pharmaceuti-
cal representative for 10 years until I started my family.

Now I am a stay at home mother looking after three girls: Eva 
8, Zara 7 and Lana 11 months old, as well as helping my 
husband with his building maintenance business. At home for 
now, I am very happy, but I’m sure that in the future I will 
return to my passion of sport in some capacity.

Liesbeth Van-Kooten (L: 82-87)
We had our 30 year 
(has it really been 
THAT long??) reunion 
this year, which was 
awesome.   It was so 
good to reconnect with 
my old school mates!
 
I found my passion 
quite late in the game, 
becoming a Homeopath 
and Hypnotherapist 
after I had my children. 
My husband Nick and 
I have 2 teenage boys, 
Ben who is 16, and 

Tom, who is 13. They both go to school at Templestowe 
College.
 
We are avid travellers, having spent 2 years living in Dubai as 
expats (2009-2010) while Nick worked on Terminal 3 at Dubai 
airport. I homeschooled the boys during this time. We saw 
lots of the world while we lived there. 

We returned to Melbourne at the start of 2011, and tried to 
"slot" back into everyday life. This proved to be impossible; 
the travel bug had well and truly bitten! 

In 2014 we took the boys on a 'round the world' trip for 10 
weeks during term 4. I walked the last 108km of the Camino de 
Santiago in Spain during this trip. 

Back to reality  for a while now, with my elder son going into 
VCE next year. 
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Natasha Tzikos (L: 07-12)

I wanted to share my experience since graduating from Loyola 
in 2012, as a lot has happened!

I was fortunate to apply to and be accepted into, a Bachelor of 
Psychological Science at La Trobe University in Bundoora, 
and commenced the course at the start of 2013. Whilst I really 
enjoyed studying psychology at Loyola, I soon realised that 
the course wasn’t right for me and that I had been premature 
in thinking that I could go straight into another 3 years of 
study. As a result, I deferred my course (initially for 6 months 
and then for the remainder of the year) and worked casually 
whilst I considered my options.

I was very clear that I wanted to go to university, so wanted to 
take the time to research other courses on offer at La Trobe. 
The course that appealed to me the most was the Bachelor of 
Business in Event Management and Tourism Management, 
and I spoke to Event Managers at the ANZ bank and the 
Melbourne Museum about their experience to better              
understand the industry, with the Museum Event Manager 
generously providing me with a behind the scenes look at the 
organisation of a Liberal Party function, which was very 
interesting.

I commenced my Business course in 2014, and have loved 
every minute of it! 

During my second year of study I was fortunate enough to be 
selected for an events internship with The Smith Family, 
which support disadvantaged children in Australia with their 
education through learning support, mentoring programs, 
assistance with school fees, textbooks, uniforms and other 
school essentials. I was the ‘Fundraising Events Assistant’ for 
Around the Bay 2015, Australia’s largest one-day bike ride and 
The Smith Family’s largest charity event. Assisting the Event 
Manager, I had a variety of responsibilities including engaging 
with external suppliers, emailing and calling participants, and 
updating rider profiles on the fundraising website.

The Smith Family internship has opened up a range of    
opportunities for me. I was asked to speak about my                
experience at a staff forum and, from this, had my internship 
experience profiled on La Trobe’s website. This has led to 
being featured on Latrobe’s Facebook advertisements, as well 
as a range of other publications such as the undergraduate 
handbook. My biggest achievement was being featured on a 
prime billboard outside the La Trobe Bundoora campus and 
in posters displayed across the campus during the 2016 Open Day. 

In 2016, The Smith Family created a paid employment 
position for me so that I could return to assist with the 
Around the Bay event again, as well as other upcoming 
fundraising events. I was very grateful for the opportunity and 
was able to balance the time commitment with my studies 
and casual employment. As a paid employee my responsibilities 
have increased which is great for my development. I also had 
the pleasure of interviewing and managing this year’s              
La Trobe intern who worked under my guidance on the 
Around the Bay event.

Separate to my normal studies and The Smith Family     
internship, I have really embraced the student life and            
everything that La Trobe has to offer as with being a Year 8 
House Level Captain at Loyola, or being part of the school 
plays or musicals, I have always been keen to challenge 
myself, seek new experiences and be involved in a broad 
student life.

I am grateful that both Loyola and La Trobe have provided me 
with opportunities that have enabled me to enjoy a rich and 
rewarding student life.
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Katrina Rose (nee Dowling L: 86-91) Laura Renfrew (L: 00-06)
I graduated from Loyola in 
2006, then deferred my first 
year of university to travel to the 
USA.  Starting study later than 
many of my peers seemed 
daunting but my worry about 
starting late was also for 
nothing, as I’m now finding at 
28 many of my friends are back 
in university.

I worked at an outdoors retail store while studying an Arts 
degree at ACU, and went into fulltime work as an Assistant 
Manager there when I graduated. My interest in the media, 
writing and art was going nowhere, so I applied for a Masters 
in Publishing and Communications at the University of 
Melbourne, which I got into, and then set off on a three month 
solo road trip back in the US before I began. 

I then became involved in Australia’s comic scene. I became a 
resident artist at Melbourne’s Squishface Studios and, 
through them and my course self-published both a small zine 
of a comic I produced in 24-hours, and my first professionally 
printed comic. I was able to focus my degree towards my 
interest in comic and art publishing, which led me to complete 
an internship with Milk Shadow Books and interview some 
artists and figures I admired. My time doing this has since led 
to being asked to be a reviewer for Hopscotch Friday, and then 
a judge for the 2016 Ledger Awards for excellence in Australian 
comics. 

My interest in visual communications, along with my 
self-taught skills in digital publishing and coding, led me to 
employment with Graduate Careers Australia (GCA) towards 
the end of my studies. I graduated with a job working with 
their Graduate Opportunities publication, at that stage an 
online and in-print publication that went out to over 40,000 
university students throughout the country.  A year later, I was 
project managing, designing and illustrating the book while 
also managing the website and social media. Last year I 
oversaw the transition from print to Graduate Opportunities’ 
first all-digital run, which saw an ebook distributed through 
universities to over a million students.

From there, I wanted to go visit some friends in the UK, so I 
got a Tier 5 work visa and I took up work with the University of 
Lincoln. I’m currently having a great time living in a house 
older than the “European Settlement” with one of my good 
friends and still (slowly!) making comics about my time over 
here that I’m currently publishing online until I have enough 
to make a printed collection.

I might not have figured out what I 
wanted to do at Loyola, but I made 
some of my best friends through 
the school and, until I moved 
overseas was catching up with 
them regularly, we’re still in touch 
even now despite the distance.  

After completing Year 
12, I went on to do a 
Bachelor of Biological 
Sciences at La Trobe 
University. I then 
gained employment at 
the Australian Red 
Cross Blood Service 
(ARCBS) in the          
Distribution department 
– issuing blood 
products to hospitals 
around Victoria and 
interstate - followed    
by the Processing   
department – separat-

ing whole blood into its components. 

I currently work as a scientist in the Victorian Transplantation 
and Immunogenetics Service (VTIS for short) which is a part 
of the ARCBS. The VTIS laboratory is a unique lab, in that it is 
the only one of its kind in Victoria which performs HLA typing 
and matching for solid organ and bone marrow transplantation 
for both Victorian and Tasmanian patients and donors. It is 
very rewarding to know we have contributed to helping so 
many sick people receive transplants. We also perform other 
tests including HLA-associated disease testing, platelet and 
neutrophil antibody testing.

In this time I have also managed to do some travelling to 
Europe, Scandinavia, Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaysia, New 
Zealand and around Australia. In the future I would love to go 
travelling again, but for now we will wait for our almost 2 � 
year old son Sebastian to grow a bit more, so we can take him 
and he’ll be able to remember the experience.  
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Erica Lucci (L: 01-06)
Since graduating from Loyola 
in 2006, I went on to study a 
Bachelor of Occupational 
Therapy at La Trobe University. 
Despite thoroughly enjoying 
studying and working in the 
health industry, particularly in 
aged care, I felt I needed to 
continue my education and 
focus on pre- hospital health 
care. So, in 2011 I enrolled in a 
Bachelor of Emergency      
Medicine (Paramedics) 
through Monash University. 
Whilst completing my studies, 

I worked as a locum Occupational Therapist at both Eastern 
and Northern Health.

In 2013 I was employed with Ambulance Victoria as a      
Graduate Advanced Life Support Paramedic, where I 
completed on the job training, before sitting my final           
qualifying exams in 2014. Since this time, I have remained 
working on road in the northern suburbs as a qualified 
paramedic. 

Outside of work I am passionate about family and fundraising. 
In 2015, my partner Matt and I welcomed a gorgeous little girl, 
Lana Jane, into our family, followed closely by her little 
brother, Ryan James in 2016. Becoming a mother and having 
the opportunity to raise a family, has given me such joy and 
reminded me to stop and enjoy the simple things in life. As a 
family, we are dedicated to raising much needed funds for 
melanoma research, after losing my father quite quickly and 
suddenly to this horrible disease. We will fight in his honour 
for a cure. 

Despite leaving Loyola 10 years ago, I still thoroughly enjoy 
reminiscing about year 12 retreat and school productions.     

Natalie Mathieson (Nee Fini) 1991-1996
It's been 20 years since I      
graduated from Loyola. Recently 
I had the pleasure of catching up 
with many classmates at our 20 
year reunion - in fact we all had 
such a good time that a second 
catch up was organised. I have 
many great memories from my 
time at Loyola - highlights are 
being involved in the Rock 
Eisteddfods and school             
productions and also being 
school vice captain.

After leaving Loyola, I went to La Trobe University, originally 
getting a place in Occupational Therapy & then after a year (of 
hard work), gaining entry to its Physiotherapy program. I 
graduated from Physiotherapy with Honours in 2001. Since 
then my focus has been working in neurological rehabilitation, 
primarily with people with stroke and brain injuries. I have 
worked at Alfred Health, Epworth Rehabilitation and also in 
the U.K. Physiotherapy has been a fabulous career and has 
afforded many opportunities including working as a part of 
great healthcare teams, working in hospitals, the community, 
research and education, winning numerous research grants, 
presenting at national and international conferences & most 
importantly being privileged enough to be a part of my 
patients' lives at challenging and key times. I have been very 
involved in our professional organisation, the Australian 
Physiotherapy Association & am Deputy Chair of the National 
Neurology Group.  I am also currently undertaking my PhD 
investigating "Physical Activity & Cardiovascular Risk in 
People Following Stroke."

But life hasn't all been about my career... I have been fortunate 
enough to travel to Europe, Asia, North & South America and, 
most importantly I have a fabulous husband Simon and two 
gorgeous children – Henry, who is nearly 5 and Sylvie who has 
just turned 1. They certainly keep us on our toes and bring us 
lots and lots of laughs.
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Louise Salter (L: 01-96)
After finishing Year 12 with Loyola, I wasn’t certain about what I wanted to do and I floated around a 
bit, first in study for a short time, then working in various roles including customer service and 
marketing in different sectors including health, interior design and recruitment. I enjoyed working so 
much; I really valued the autonomy and the rewards that come with going the extra mile. 

When I was 22, I had my eldest son. I always tell him he was the best thing that ever happened to us 
because everything important came into focus. I went back to work and started with a government 
department in its fire and emergency management area. It was the month after the 2003 Victorian 
Alpine bushfires. Over the years, there were more and more big fires and emergencies. It was an 
exciting and exhausting time to be there, and I loved it. I went on to have my second gorgeous son 

and returned back there, where I balanced my career progression and my family. Honestly, sometimes I wasn’t very good at keeping 
the balance, but my family is wonderfully supportive.

I went on to work with a climate change and sustainability consulting firm and then, after the 2009 
Black Saturday bushfires and associated Royal Commission, I consulted back wish the fire agencies to 
help them deliver some of the changes required. I took a role with the Country Fire Authority (CFA) 
overseeing the delivery of 24 major projects, and I then led the delivery of several very large projects, 
including recruiting, training and building new fire stations for hundreds of new career firefighters. A 
few months ago I started a new role with Ambulance Victoria, where I lead its strategic and corporate 
planning, policy development and the delivery of some major projects. 

I haven’t travelled at all (that will come in the next few years) and I don’t have many hobbies, although 
I have started horse riding again. I have reconnected with some old school friends from Loyola and it’s 
really interesting and fun to see where our lives have taken us. 

Jessica Merritt (Nee: Vincent) (L:05-10)
A member of the class of 2010, Jessica was Flynn House 
Captain, played the trumpet in the Symphonic Band and was 
captain of the Cross Country, Swimming and Netball ACS 
sport teams.

Jessica went on to study a Bachelor of Education at RMIT 
University, working at Loyola as a sports coach during her 
studies. 

She graduated dux of her degree and fulfilled her dream of 
becoming a teacher gaining employment at Mernda Primary 
School. Jessica is now in her second year of teaching grade 
one and enjoys sharing her passion for learning with her 

students. In addition to her teaching she has pursued further study and is currently              
completing her Masters of Educational Leadership at The University of Melbourne. 

On October 29 this year Jessica married Simon Merritt-a lawyer whom she has dated since her time at Loyola - at Ballara Receptions 
in Eltham. 

It was the perfect day and the newlyweds have moved into their brand new apartment in Greensborough. Jessica fondly recalls her 
time at Loyola and is pleased to share her latest life event with the college community. 



The class of 1996 held a gathering at the Damask Bar in Brunswick to celebrate 20 years on Saturday 22 October. Many couldn't 
attend as they were living interstate or overseas but sent their well-wishes via Facebook.  Anita Forte living in LA actually called in 
via Facetime, so that was interesting.  We had about 35 people attend and it was a fun night and great to catch up.  It was hard to 
believe it's been 20 years since some of us had seen each other!  We had a few drinks and there was dancing, and some kicked until 
the early hours of Sunday morning. Looking forward to the next one in 10 years.

Rebecca Meyer (nee Campbell L: 91-96)
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Emilia Sterjova (L: 09-14)
Emilia Sterjova might have been just 19-years-old when she was elected to Whittlesea council, but she is          
determined her youth will not stop her from being a voice for the community.

Cr Sterjova is the youngest councillor ever elected to Whittlesea council and one of the youngest councillors in 
Victoria. She celebrated the end of her first week on council with her 20th birthday.

She won election in the north ward with 16 per cent of the first-preference vote, finishing second behind mayor 
Ricky Kirkham.

The Mernda resident said she stood for election because she wanted 
Whittlesea’s young people to be heard.

“I was disheartened to see that the youth of Whittlesea had no true representation in local          
government,” Cr Sterjova said.

“I decided that the best person to give them a voice was a young person who could relate to their 
issues and concerns.”

Cr Sterjova, a Labor Party member for two years, became involved in politics at La Trobe              
University, where she is doing a double degree in law and international relations and a diploma in 
Indonesian language.

She said it was a natural progression from student politics to running for council, adding that she 
always had a passion for social justice.

She is confident she can balance her studies with the responsibilities of being a councillor.

“I have always successfully balanced many competing commitments,” she said. “I understand 
this would be a whole new challenge, but I am always willing to accept any challenge that comes 
my way.”

Cr Sterjova said she felt “empowered” by her election to council.

“It is also so humbling and fulfilling to know that the young people of Whittlesea now have true 
representation on council,” she said. 

Lorena Mascia (L: 93-98)

Zoe Kate Decelis was born at Mercy Hospital on July 15th, 
weighing 3358g. She looks just like her father, but it is yet to be 
determined who she inherited her fiesty temperament from!
Zoe is the first child of Lorena Mascia and Matt Decelis

Elizabeth MacFadyen (Nee Callis) (L: 94-99)

Wiilow MacFadyen was born at The Northern Hospital, 
Epping, on 21st Oct 2016 at 6.04pm.  At birth Willow was 
48cm in length and weighed 7.2 pounds (3.2kg).

(with thanks to The STAR WEEKLY for permission to use their article)
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Student Leadership – College Captains

Monica Baron
College Archivist

1986 Students in Class

October sees the departure of Year 12 students from formal 
classes, as well as the conclusion of their leadership duties on 
the current College Committee.  With this is the recognition 
and welcoming of a new College Committee to lead the College 
into the new year, led by College Captains.  Congratulations to 
Antonia Gazzana (11MSOL) and Dempsey Mills (11CPFH) who 
have been announced as the College Captains for 2017.  

College Captains have played a vital role to the life of Loyola 
College every year since 1985.  The College Captains of 1986, 
1996 and 2006 each presented a report in the annual         
magazine, outlining their experiences as leaders.

Monique Vermuelen, College Captain 1986, 
described her experiences during that year 
as varied.  During her year as leader she was 
involved in the organisation of a “car(less) 
rally” for Year 7 to 9 students, sending 
students on a journey involving information 
collection, answering questions and    

collecting items around the school.  One such item was a pair 
of safety goggles from the chemistry lab.  She described seeing 
“The students running around aimlessly.  A delight for us to see.”  
On a more serious note, Monique offered advice to a 
disgruntled Year 8 Religion class who were frustrated that their 
complaints were not being recognised.  Her advice was to have 
their class representative communicate issues with the SRC 
President, who happened to be her brother, Michael.  

The message in the Loyola College Magazine 1986 advised 
students of what the role of College Captain involved.  
Monique’s description of the duties as being unrestricted, 
ranging from committee memberships, involvement in    
extra-curricular activities and clubs and possessing leadership 
qualities and readiness for public speaking without blushing 
were also key to her role. 

In 1996 John Coghlan and 
Rebecca Campbell shared 
the role of co-captains of 
the College.  Among their 
achievements as College 
Captains, John and 
Rebecca were involved in 

the introduction of cold food days and the organisation of the 
Music and Comedy Festivals.  Another major achievement for 
the Loyola Student Council for 1996 was the re-introduction of 
the Year 12 Jumper.  Supported by Ms Crowe and the LSC as 
well as College Vice Captains, Natalie Fini and Sue-Ann 
Mathias, the role of College Co-Captain was described by 
Rebecca as “ …an added bonus” for her final year.  She continued, 
“The fun and challenge of it all greatly outweighed the hard work 
required at times”. 

Erica Lucci and Andrew 
Bressanutti successfully 
led the College during 
2006, describing their 
year as “fantastic!”.  In 
their final report, 
published in The             

Conversation 2006, they thanked fellow students, family, 
friends and teachers for travelling the bumpy road that was 
Year 12.  They expressed feeling comfort in knowing that no 
matter what challenges or achievements they faced throughout 
the year, they had the love and support of these people to get 
them through.  

In closing “a chapter” of their lives they eagerly awaited their 
future having experienced SACs, balancing a school and social 
life and maintaining motivation.  Through all of this the 2006 
cohort made the best of their year and through activities such 
as the Year 12 retreat, formed new friendships and worked 
towards an overall rewarding year.

1996 Year 12 Jumpers 2006 LCS at Luna Park



On Sunday 31 July this year, being the Feast of St. Ignatius, the College held its third annual Loyola Reunion Sunday.  We welcomed 
the Classes of 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001, 2006, 2011 and 2014 back to the College for a fun afternoon of reminiscing.  Many ex-staff 
also attended and we were also lucky to have our past Principal, Mr. John Kennedy, attend. 
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Enjoy a BBQ and look over the classic cars from
Metro Classic Car Club and independent owners. 

Cars will be on display and car owners ready to
share their enthusiasm from 6:00pm. 

Family event. Just show up, no tickets required.
If you have a classic car you would like to bring along 
please email: lexsa@loyola.vic.edu.au or call Anthony on 0423 022 070.

CLASSIC CAR SHOWCLASSIC CAR SHOW

Friday 10
February 2017

From 6pm onwards
At Loyola College,

325 Grimshaw St, Watsonia
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We are eternally grateful to Sr. Nelia for the six years she has spent with 
us, always radiating the light and love of Christ to every student and staff 
member she meets and remembering us in her prayers.  We will keep her 
in our prayers as she assumes her new role with the Sisters of Jesus the 
Good Shepherd in the Philippines. 

Celebrating 5 Years

Farewell Sister Nelia - 6 Years of Service

Maryanne Bezzina

Celebrating 10 Years

Louise Crowe Amanda Gardiner Emily Grills Wayne Hall

Jeremy Ives Elly Keating Sr Nelia Llanto Heath McClaer Judith Muir

Chris Short Goran Spoljaric Anthea Trainor Dinh Tran Vince Valenti

Fiona Devlin George Ioannidis

Celebrating 30 Years

Anne Musgrove

Celebrating 15 Years

Miriam Stylli
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VALE
We Continue to keep the past students and teachers who are no longer with us in our prayers. 

*staff       + Year of death

John Asta  (L: 87-89)  +1993
Heath Barratt (L: 92) 
Timothy Branagan (L: 80-84) +2009
Gary Andrew Brandt (L: 83-85)
Antonio Chirico (L: 97-03; 09-15) +2015
Stephen Clarke (L: 88-92) +2005
Jane Katharine Connor (L: 81-83) 1998
Kristine Corcoran (Reilly) (L: 84-89) +2008
Matthew Cunningham (L: 84-86) +1986
Angelique D’Agostino (Portelli)  (L: 87-88) +2006
Paul Garbellotto (L: 89-90) +2011
Aileen Dark (L: 90-01) +2008)*
Fiona Frances DeLeeuw (Robinson) (L: 82-86) +2000
Neil Donahoo (L: 82) +1982*
Cherylene Doutch (Fuehrer) (L: 81-82) +2011
Jace Dufty (L: 93-94) +1994*
Jenny Dussi (L: 87) +2011
Karen Louise Gilbert (Quix) (L: 84-87) +2012
Craig Gourlay (L: 94-99) +2012
Adam Hibbert (L: 89) +2001
Ann Maree Heenan (L: 83-86) 
Brian Heenan (L: 85) +2000
Gabrielle Louise Herrin (L: 86-90) +2015
Kylie Houghton (L: 98-03) +2008
Brian Jory (L: 81-83) +2008*
Natalie Juricevic (L: 96-01) +2006

Christopher Kenny (L: 99-04) +2011
Tegan Kennett (L: 98-02) +2011
Glen Kramer (L: 88-93) +2001
Simon Tranis Lavingdale (L: 88-89) +1998
Joan McGarry (L-83-07) +2016*
Massimo Midolo (L: 97-02) +2015
David Mundy (L: 84-87) +1989
Helen Murray (L: 80-86) +2013
Jennifer Nailer (L: 84-89) +1991
Francine Nihill (L: 82-86) +1989
Ross Pannuzzo (L: 81-85) +1988
Sonja Pecnik (L: 82-87) +1989
Mark Pollock (L: 89-94) +1995
Cathy Price (L: 85-89) +1991*
Michael Proctor (L: 84-85, 89-98) +2013*
Marie Therese Robinson (L: 85-01) +2001*
Nello Regnani (L: 85-03) +2007*
David James Schlenker (L: 88-01) +2012*
Cameron Smith (L: 86-91) +2009
Gaetano (Nino) Spina (L: 82-86) +2009
Phillip Sykes (L: 90-95) +2013
Kathryn Taylor (L: 93-98) +2016
Annalisa Tonietto (L: 84-01) +2001*
Paul Nicholas Walsh (L: 89-94) + 1996
Tim Weatherhead (L: 07-09) +2014 *
Andrew Williams (L: 87) +1989

LOYOLA COLLEGE
Cordially Invites All Ex-Students & Teachers to Our

LOYOLA REUNION SUNDAY
Sunday 6 August 17

2:00pm to 5:00pm
This year we celebrate the 

Classes of 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002, 2007, 2012 & 2015.

Loyola College Watsonia, 
Functions Room, Old Loyola

Enjoy a glass of Champagne, finger food, photo displays and a College Tour.
Have your photo taken with your friends in our Photobooth.

Free Event and Gift Provided
lexsa@loyola.vic.edu.au
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Weddings at Loyola
The St Ignatius’ Chapel 

and the Chapel of the Irish Martys 
are available for Wedding Ceremonies

Further enquiries should be directed to
 Mrs Leanne Cortis (Principal’s Personal Assistant)

9433 0207 or cortis@loyola.vic.edu.au

Iggy’s Restaurant

Located at Loyola College, Watsonia, Iggy’s Restaurant operates on
Wednesday and Thursday evenings (on dates below). Under the watchful
eye of experienced Hospitality trainers, the VCE VET Hospitality students
gain skills and experience in the kitchen and serving front of house.

325 Grimshaw Street Watsonia
Three course meal: $35

Licensed - Beer and Wine served

www.facebook.com/lexsa.info

LEXSA has launched its Business Network “Connect”.   
Whether you need a plumber or your taxes done, support the Loyola community by hiring 
someone from the database, or if you’d like to become a member,
Contact lexsa@loyola.vic.edu.au for more details.

RESTAURANT DATES ARE POSTED ON THE
COLLEGE WEBSITE, OR CALL FOR BOOKING 9434 4466

LEXSA Meeting  31 January  7.15pm

Classic Car Show  10 February  6pm

LEXSA Meeting  2 May   7.15pm

Loyola Reunion Sunday 6 August  2pm – 5pm

LEXSA Meeting  8 August  7.15pm

LEXSA AGM  14 November  7.15pm



This year we were again truly blessed with the weather.  
Although a cloudy day with the rain holding off until late 
afternoon, it was still pleasant for this year’s College Feast 
Day, which commenced with a wonderful celebration of the 
Eucharist.  The liturgy focused on our theme this year: 
Accompany, Serve, Praise. I commend the students on their 
reverence and participation during the Mass and I thank Mr 
Lynch for overseeing its organisation, as well as Mr Brown, 
Mrs Hedger, Mrs Treglia and Ms Towns for the beautiful 
music and choir. 

The walkathon was very successful and enthusiastically 
embraced by the students, with many students finding     
sponsors for their House charities. The lunch (sponsored by 
the LPFA) and afternoon activities and rides including the 
traditional talent quest, were appreciated by students and 
staff. We also thank Mr Simpson for overseeing the                  
organisation of the whole day, the committee members for 
their contribution, and all who contributed to the success of 
this wonderful day of celebration.

Mr Joe Favrin
Principal




