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Another school year is quickly coming to 
a close and there have been many 
events and activities that have enriched 
College life. 

Of significance again in this second half 
of the year has been the celebration of St 
Ignatius Day, with a great fundraising 
effort on the part of the students 
supporting the six House charities. A 
new initiative this year has been to 
provide support to a new Jesuit school 
in Cambodia. Nathan Sia (7XLMW), ran 
a ‘footy boots for Cambodia’ drive this 
semester which received significant 
community support.  It is essential that, 
in raising funds, all our students make 
the connection between giving to others 
and the faith that drives us as a Catholic 
community to want to be involved in 
improving the lives of others, following 
the example of Jesus. It is essential that 
we continue to work hard in making that 
connection for our young people so that 
they can develop a genuine understanding 
of service to others.

In September we welcomed seven 
students and three staff from The Jesus 
Good Shepherd School in Imus, Manila, 
in the Philippines. Amongst the staff 
was Sr Nelia Llanto SJGS, who was a 
staff member at Loyola for six years. 
Loyola went on an immersion to the 
Filipino school in 2016 and this is their 
first visit to Melbourne and to Loyola. 
The students attended classes,             
participated in activities and were taken 
on a number of tourist excursions. They 
were also involved in Christian service 
activities. These programs are of great 
value to the students and the families 
who participate, and create wonderful

opportunities for friendships to develop 
and support intercultural understanding. 

As in the past, two Loyola students and 
one staff member went to East Timor to 
work with the Jesuits in Kasait and  
Railaco in schools there as part of the 
Ignatian schools immersion. These 
students had wonderful faith in action 
opportunities given to them that have 
enriched their lives through the experience.

With the completion of MPAC, plans are 
now underway for restoration work to be 
carried out in the former Music, Drama 
and Dance areas of Old Loyola. The 
ground floor area will be converted to a 
much-needed new staffroom and meeting 
area, and the first floor will be converted 
to classrooms. We look forward to the 
renovations commencing.

The new Gonski funding model has 
been adopted by the Federal                  
government, with the consequence that 
federal government funding to Loyola 
has been reduced by a significant 
amount for next year. We believe the 
funding model is flawed in a number of 
ways and Catholic education authorities 
have already presented this view. This is 
very disappointing and will inevitably 
mean a more-than-normal increase in 
school fees. It may be worthwhile 
considering what the various political 
parties are offering Catholic Education 
as we approach the next Federal 
election. 

The Class of Year 12, 2017 finished the 
year well and we now welcome them to 
LEXSA. We hope that they will become 
active members of the Association in 
the future.

As this year draws to a close I take this 
opportunity of thanking the LEXSA 
committee for its ongoing work on behalf 
of the Association during 2017.  As always 
I encourage more former students to join 
the committee and support the building of 
community amongst our alumni. I wish all 
the blessings of the Christmas season. I 
pray that the Christ Child will be welcomed 
into your families and that they may be 
blessed by His presence. I look forward to 
a great LEXSA year in 2018.

Dear Companions,

Mr Joseph Favrin
Principal
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2017 is coming to an end and with 
that it is great to look ahead and 
see what is in store for LEXSA in 
2018. This year, many things have 
occurred at Loyola College. There 
has been the LEXSA Classic Car 
Show, the opening of the Magis 
Performing Arts Centre, Loyola 
Reunion and Loyola Open Day. 
The Loyola Sports Day did not 
occur.

In 2018, many more ex-students 
are needed to assist the committee with activities. Please get in 
touch with the LEXSA secretary Monica Baron with your ideas 
that LEXSA can be a part of.

I would like to thank the committee members for their assis-
tance in my role as President. It has been an enjoyable experi-
ence, being in conversation with other ex-students, though it 
would be great to see some new faces on the committee. New 
faces bring in new ideas.

I would like to wish Loyola College students, staff, the wider 
community and of course the ex students and ex teachers a 
safe and merry Christmas. I hope to see you all at the Classic 
Car Show at Loyola in February 2018.

From the President

Frank Palermo (L: 91-95)
LEXSA President

At this time of the year we 
celebrate many successes of the 
year just passed.  I would like to 
begin by congratulating the 
LEXSA Committee on another 
successful year.  Loyola Reunion 
Sunday was once again another 
great afternoon where former 
students and a number of former 
teachers caught up and 
reminisced over their time at 
Loyola College.  A huge thank you 
to the Committee who attended, 
welcomed guests, served drinks and made the afternoon a 
success.

I would like to thank Jodi D’Angelis for her commitment to 
LEXSA over the past five years and her hard work and dedica-
tion to the Committee as LEXSA Secretary.  Jodi was instru-
mental alongside Anthony Azzopardi in the establishment of 
the Classic Car Show in 2015 which has become a major event 
in the LEXSA calendar.

While Jodi remains a Committee member, on behalf of LEXSA 
and the Committee I wish her all the very best in her future 
endeavours.  

At the conclusion of the final College Assembly on Tuesday 
October 24, while the Year 12 students eagerly opened their 
time capsules, they also enjoyed a BBQ lunch and gift from 
the LEXSA Committee.  This was a great way to welcome our 
newest alumni into our Association and we hope to see many 
of them at future meetings and events hosted by LEXSA.  
Welcome Class of 2017.  

Thank you to Troy Flores (L:08-13) for his assistance with the 
BBQ and the time he gave to our students throughout the 
afternoon.  Thank you also to Kim Garth, Reena Thomas, 
Anna Campomizzi and Dianna Alonso and Sean Simpson, 
who assisted in feeding 208 students.  Thank you also to Mrs 
Fiona Devlin for the initiation of this inaugural BBQ as we 
farewell the Class of 2017.

Finally I would like to thank the LEXSA Committee for welcoming 
me and for their tireless assistance.  Thank you also to Mrs Fiona 
Devlin, who is a solid supporter of LEXSA.  I wish the Loyola 
Community, and particularly former students and staff, a very 
safe and Merry Christmas.  

From the LEXSA Secretary

Monica Baron
LEXSA Secretary

lexsa@loyola.vic.edu.au



On Wednesday 25 October our Year 12 students arrived early to a cooked breakfast, prepared by a generous team of staff, to continue 
their end of year celebrations.  Dressed in an array of colourful and some very creative costumes,  the annual Year 12 Parade took 
place as the Years 7-11 students assembled around the Old Loyola roundabout to cheer and farewell some very excited students.  
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In January, I started as the newly appointed Youth Minister.  
The first few weeks were a whirlwind of activity getting to 
know the students and staff, touring the parishes and             
establishing contacts with parish priests, administration staff 
and pastoral workers.  Lunch times at school were spent with 
the Magis Group and Young Vinnies.  Our first project was 
the Magis Magic Juice Bar!  We only made $10 but the 
students had a lot of fun and learned a lot about ‘event 
management’ and serving others. Towards the middle of 
Term, I accompanied one of the Year 12 retreat groups and 
got to know the students on a deeper level.

Coming from a youth work and industrial background, I 
found it quite challenging unpacking the intricacies of school 
timetables and bell times. However, I persisted and Term 
Two saw the launch of our Class Mass and Reconciliation 
program. This continued for the remainder of the year and I 
am very grateful to the priests and class teachers who 
supported the liturgies.

One very enjoyable aspect of my role is to work with the Year 
11 Youth Ministry classes. These classes ran a number of 
school holiday events in local parishes. Everyone involved 
really enjoyed these theme based activity days – ‘Friendship n 
Friends’, ‘Skool Holiday Zone’, ‘Amazing Race Loyola’ and 
‘Seniors Lunch Club’. These programs focus on building 
strong connections between Loyola and the local parishes 
and primary schools across the Deanery as well as serving 
parishes where needed. The students experienced a            
wonderful connection with the people they are leading and 
serving and everybody involved had a lot of fun. 

I continued to work with “The Young Vinnies Loyola” and 
“The Magis Group” on a weekly basis where students were 
given the opportunity to meet up and share with each other 
their contribution of love and service in their lives, and how 
they can spread their love through service here at Loyola.  The 
Young Vinnies Loyola and the Magis Group have planned and 
delivered multiple fundraising activities at lunchtime 
throughout the year, raising funds for charity organizations.  
They certainly improved their fundraising capabilities – our 
record for one stall was over $300!

Life here as a Youth Minster is ever changing.  Every day is a 
new day filled with positivity and joy and, often, hard work.  It 
is a true blessing to be a part of this community.  It’s the 
excitement and enthusiasm that students display that really 
brings Justice, Mercy and Faith alive.  It has been a joy      
working with the students across all year levels.  I get great 
satisfaction in seeing the greater good in these stars and 
helping bring out their God given gifts. 

John Tran
Youth Minister



It was an early rise on July 3rd starting at 6 am, ready to 
embark on a trip of a lifetime.  A quick trip “over the ditch”, 
and, before we knew it, we had landed safely (to the delight of 
many nervy travellers) in Queenstown, where the trip was just 
about to begin. 

We were quickly ushered to our cabin at Pinewood Lodge 
roughly fifteen minutes from the airport, where we all settled 
in for the night and gathered our gear for the early start the 
following morning.  After a bowl of the finest New Zealand 
pasta, we were all off to bed for a good night’s rest. 

The first day on the mountain had arrived, and it had only 
seemed like yesterday that the ski trip was months away. We 
all congregated, at roughly 6:30am, 4:30am Australian time 
outside reception, to the delight of very few students.        
However what was in store for us was something we couldn't 
have dreamed of. 

The amazingly breathtaking views that lined the mountains of 
Queenstown were a sight that few had witnessed. We        
eventually arrived at The Remarkables where we undertook 
our first lessons of skiing for some and snowboarding for 
others.  A few slips, face plants and deathly glides later and 
we had finished our first day at The Remarkables.   

A trip into town at night allowed us to soak up all that   
Queenstown has to offer.  Its amazing harbour and hustle 
was an experience like no other.  A much needed rest and we 
had awoken for our last day at The Remarkables.  By this point 
everyone was daring to push their skills, some managing to 
achieve what they thought was unreachable and others in 
pure amazement at what three days on a mountain can do for 
you. 

The fourth day skiing brought us to our second mountain, 
Coronet Peak, which in reality was not a mountain for the 
faint hearted.  Its slick turns, steep and tireless runs brought 
many tears and joys. We again got a chance to improve our 
skills through lessons provided by the mountain instructors.  
The lessons allowed us to safely attempt runs that we 
wouldn't have dreamt of completing.  After a broken arm, 
several sprained wrists, concussions and tears we took a 
much needed day off to soak in what Queenstown had to 
offer.  After a not so early rise to the delight of all, we made 
our way to the speed boats. Going through the lakes of 
Queenstown and narrowly brushing the rocks was an             
experience to remember. From there we were taken to a small 
town outside the city called, Arrowtown, a small olden day city 
that exemplified the rich culture of NZ.  A short break and we 
were off and up on the Gondola to Skyline. This was the best 
experience of the trip.  We started our night off with a HAKA 
show where we were able to get involved in a traditional 
Maori performance, some getting more involved than others.   
A large all you can eat buffet followed and our time at Skyline 
sadly ended.

Another early rise and we were off for our second last day at 
Coronet Peak.  At this point everyone except the injured were 
able to exercise their tricks by tackling some of the most 
challenging runs on offer.  Our last day on the slopes came 
with much sadness as this meant our trip was over.

A last dinner all together and we packed our bags and headed 
for the airport, where we were farewelled by a large New 
Zealand storm.  We would like to give special thanks to all the 
teachers for providing us with the opportunity of a lifetime. 

Adrian Alonso
(12 MNHW)
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Very early on Monday 18th September, 24 students with Mrs 
Maria Curtolo, Ms Lauren Hartigan and Mr Heath McClaer 
embarked on our much anticipated 3-week trip of a lifetime to 
the U.S.A. Our tour began with a week spent at Bellarmine 
Preparatory School, Tacoma. This was Loyola’s first home 
stay with an international Jesuit school and the students were 
fantastic ambassadors for Loyola College. Our tour also 
encompassed the best of Washington DC and Orlando. It 
was an amazing tour that students and staff alike thoroughly 
enjoyed. I would like to thank Ms Grills for her support of the 
trip and Mrs Curtolo and Ms Hartigan for their work,             
enthusiasm and care of the students.

Here are some of our students’ reflections from the tour:

We left Seattle on Sunday and headed across the country to 
Washington DC. On Monday morning, we caught the metro 
to the centre of Washington D.C. Once we arrived, we all took 
photos of the Washington Monument and the Capitol build-
ing. The architecture of all the buildings and just the scale of 
Washington amazed everyone. During the day, we                   
experienced the Smithsonian Air and Space museum,          
Natural History museum and the Smithsonian ‘Castle’. That 
night we embarked on a night tour of the monuments, seeing 
the Martin Luther King, Lincoln, Jefferson, World War 2 and 
Korean War memorials, whilst also seeing the White House 
all lit up. 

The next day we went on a tour of the Capitol building and 
saw all the statues inside the buildings whilst also learning 
about the gruesome moments that had taken place in the 
hallways, meeting rooms and the senate. Also during our day, 
we went and saw the Declaration of Independence,              
Constitution, Bill of Rights, and the Magna Carta at the 
National Archives.

Arriving at Bellarmine Preparatory School, a Jesuit High 
School that would host me and 23 other students, Mrs Curtolo, 
Ms Hartigan and Mr McClaer, we were incredibly jet lagged 
from a long flight, but super excited for a jam-packed week. 

Throughout the week, we experienced the typical American 
life, visiting gym class, touring the beautiful Bellarmine 
campus, Robotics Club, newspaper class and their Senior 
Marine Chemistry class. With Antonia and my host sister 
Mollie, I was privileged enough to experience a few physics 
classes, yearbook class, CP study and sitting in a fully       
American cafeteria, trying peanut butter and carrot sticks for 
the first time with my new friends. 

As a group, we visited the Boeing Future of Flight Factory, 
and saw heaps of airplanes being designed and constructed, 
including the new Dreamliner aircraft. We also went to the 
Point Defiance Zoo and Aquarium, where we saw a plethora 
of native and exotic animals. I saw an armadillo and a bald 
eagle in the flesh for the first time- the bald eagle was huge! 
We explored downtown Tacoma looking at the Museum of 
Glass, Pop Culture, and Washington State History Museum, 
as well as dining at the Old Spaghetti Factory. 

My highlight of Seattle was on Friday night, as we saw the 
Bellarmine Lions win against Emerald City 34-0 in a game of 
American football. The atmosphere was thrilling and it was 
amazing to be a part of the experience. 

Saturday was the last full day with our host family. In the 
morning Antonia and I  were treated to hot drinks at their local 
cafe, a few hours of shopping at the Tacoma Mall, a quick tour 
of Stadium High School, where the film ‘10 Things I Hate About 
You’ was filmed, lunch at the local fish and chip restaurant and, 
in the evening, visiting the Washington State Fair. 

It was such an amazing and eventful week that it was sad to 
head off on Sunday morning, yet exciting to continue on to 
Washington DC and Florida.

Laura Spiby (Tacoma/Seattle)

Isaac Bugeja (Washington DC)



The next day we were off to Magic Kingdom (Disney World). 
It was a day full of rides, excitement and life long memories. 
We stayed for the fireworks despite the poor weather but it 
was well worth it, even if we were all soaking wet. The next day 
we went swimming with manatees (when we finally found 
one) and learnt how this large, harmless aquatic mammal is 
under threat due to loss of habitat. 

Our final two days were spent at Universal Studios where we 
participated in a Ride Design Education Program - learning 
about the application of science and physics when building 
attractions at Universal Studios. We met up for lunch at the 
Leaky Cauldron in the Wizarding World of Harry Potter and 
enjoyed some Butterbeer with lunch. On our final night of the 
trip, we dined at the Hard Rock Cafe just outside of Universal 
Studios, the perfect way to end a trip of a lifetime.

Our first day in Cocoa beach started with a visit to a local 
tourist and popular surf shop, Ron Jon's. Then we made a 
visit to Walmart, where some students (and staff) filled entire 
shopping carts. Later that afternoon, we headed off to           
Astronaut Training and met Captain Winston Scott, and 
learnt about his background as a naval aviator and astronaut. 
We then participated in the astronaut training that entailed a 
neutral buoyancy activity, a simulated mission where              
everyone took a position in a model of the Atlantis space craft 
or in mission control; some tried their hand at the human 
gyroscope. 

The next day we headed to the Kennedy Space Centre. NASA 
was most definitely a highlight of the trip.  We saw the early 
days of the space program right through to the future of 
space travel with the planned missions to Mars. We had 
lunch with an astronaut and toured around the many launch 
pads. It was truly humbling to stand under the massive 
Saturn 5 rocket, the rocket that sent man to the moon. 

On the morning of our first day in Orlando we helped at 
‘Clean the World’ by sorting wasted shampoos, soaps and 
body wash into boxes that would be made into packages and 
sent to the Puerto Rican people devastated by Hurricane 
Maria.  We then went indoor skydiving at the iFly wind tunnel, 
learning about the physics involved.

William McMahon-Puce (Cocoa Beach/Orlando)
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Loyola College was very proud to host three student teachers 
from University of Bethlehem in Jerusalem - Ms Amani    
Obeidat, Ms Shahd Froukh and Ms Abrar Al Qambar

The three young girls arrived after a long journey, so               
enthusiastic about what they were going to experience in their 
three week visit to Loyola College.  They soon settled and 
were very keen to observe the Australian education system.  
As student teachers they observed various teaching and 
learning styles.  A little homesick at first, the girls immersed 
themselves into the different cultures and were so willing to 
try new adventures, which included tasting Vegemite, a meat 
pie, city visits, and not to forget seeing a Hawthorn game 
victory.  Their excitement in seeing a kangaroo was quite 
overwhelming. Loyola students were touched by their           
presentations, which clearly highlighted the different life they 
lead in Palestine.

At the end of their journey, they were all sad to leave.                  
A lifelong bond was created and it was such a pleasure      
knowing that both the Loyola College Community and Amani, 
Shahd and Abrar had gained so much from the experience.

 

Bethlehem University Students

Loyola College was very pleased to have 7 students from 
Bologna join our Community for Term 3.  Dressed in their 
Loyola uniform, it did not take long for the students to fit into 
their new school environment.

Over the 10 weeks the students immersed themselves into 
their studies and all polished up on their English skills.  Not 
only were the students given the opportunity to experience a 
different culture and gain an insight into a very different 
education system; they were also able to establish some very 
important friendships that, for some, will be lifelong.

We wish them all the best as they return back to Italy enriched 
with the experience.  I would also like to thank the host 
families, who graciously opened their homes to the Italian 
students.

Italian Exchange Students

Matteo Fusoni
Marherita Merzari
Kevin Renda

Federico Visentin
Giulia Rossi
Marta Baravelli
Matilde Caneda

Farwell to …
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Loyola College’s connection with Jesus Good Shepherd 
School, Imus Cavite Philippines, started three years ago with 
the primary goals of building intercultural understanding and 
the world view of students of each school community.            
Mr Favrin and two Loyola teachers visited the Philippines for 
an ocular visit in 2015. The two schools made an agreement 
to visit each other on a biannual basis. The following year, ten 
Loyola students and three staff, Mathew Lee, Raffaella Barbon 
and Sr Nelia Llanto sjbp, participated in Loyola’s inaugural 
Philippines Immersion. 

This year it was Loyola’s turn to host. The big day was Sunday, 
10 September. However, the arrival did not go as smoothly as 
planned, with some of the party not being able to leave the 
Philippines on the originally-scheduled flight. However, all 
members made it to Melbourne a couple of days later. This 
had an unexpected positive outcome that, with assistance 
from Philippine Tour travel agents West Brunswick, the group 
was able to extend its stay. Our host families warmly 
welcomed our visitors and provided generous hospitality 
throughout their stay. As is usually the case, the families told 
us how much they enjoyed having the Filipino students and 
the richness of the experience for their own children.

The seven JGSS students, their two teachers, a parent and     
Sr Nelia, well known to the Loyola community, thoroughly 
enjoyed their time with our community. They were deeply 
grateful for the opportunities given to them in this Immersion 
which included attending classes together with their buddies, 
excursions to Sovereign Hill, Phillip Island, Healesville 
Wildlife Sanctuary and the City to learn more about the        
history and culture of Australia.

The students participated in a number of specialised classes 
and Christian Service activities. They cooked food with the 
VCAL Hospitality students and then took it to Ozanam    
Community Centre, an agency to support people experiencing 

Loyola College has long been associated with inter-school 
sporting competitions.  From as early as 1983, the College 
became involved in the regular inter-school activities of the 
Sports Association of Catholic Co-educational Secondary 
Schools (SACCS).  Seven years later, in 1990, Loyola College 
was accepted into the newly established Eastern Independent 
Schools (EIS) competition with the Year 7 and 8 students  
entering that year, followed in 1991 by the Year 9 and 11’s.

These common philosophies include: 
• that all school activities are educational experiences 
• that sporting competition should be aimed at developing the 
   character and high personal values of students as well as their 
   understanding of teamwork
• that school sport should not be played on weekends as this 
   should be time for family and participation in community sport. 

The ACS’ five founding member schools were Eltham College, 
St Leonard’s College, St Michael’s Grammar, Westbourne 
Grammar and Loyola College.  The competition increased in 
2003 with the inclusion of Overnewton Anglican Community 
College and Thomas Carr College.

Loyola’s withdrawal from the EIS came in 1997 when the College 
became one of the founding members of the Association of 
Co-educational Schools (ACS).  Along with four other schools 
Loyola College officially formed the ACS which was a smaller 
group, made up of schools of similar sizes, with shared values 
regarding sport and co-curricular activities.  

homelessness. They joined Loyola students in visiting Concord 
School, Watsonia, and participated in Refugee Tutoring and 
Homework Help at Sunshine Harvester Primary School.

The students also performed their regional dances at the 
College’s Open Day, a full school assembly and two events 
for Melbourne’s Northern Suburbs Filipino community.

The generous and kind efforts of Loyola staff and host 
families that made all these activities possible remained in 
their hearts, and the meaningful and worthwhile experiences 
that broadened their horizon have surely made a great    
difference in their lives. 

JGSS students’ Immersion to Loyola College

Inter-school sport and ACS

Mrs Dianna Alonso
Community Liason Officer

Monica Baron
College Archivist



p11

Rachael McGrath  (L: 93-98)

Since graduating from Loyola in 1998 I have worked in the legal industry and have been with my current 
employer, Moores Lawyers for the past 14 years as a Paralegal.

I am currently studying law at the University of Sydney and am thoroughly enjoying the challenges that this 
brings to my already busy schedule.

I am a very proud mum to two beautiful little people, Tarah aged 11 and Mason aged 4.  I am hopeful that 
Tarah will attend Loyola in 2019 as a Year 7 student.

My husband David and I met almost 8 years ago through my neighbour, and were married in November 
2014 at the Sandbar on Beaconsfield Parade, and we currently live in Doreen.

The fondest memories I have from my Loyola days would have to be the fabulous facilities and, above all, 
the friendships I made and still maintain today with fellow classmates and some of my teachers.

I drive past the campus often with my children and always comment that my high school days were the ‘best days’.

Troy Flores  (L: 08-13) Maureen Lonsdale (L:95-15) - Staff

Since graduating from Loyola in 
2013 I have been keeping busy 
pursuing study and possible 
career paths. This year I           
completed a Bachelor of             
Education (P-12) at Victoria 
University.  After four years of 
hard work, I am looking forward 
to commencing my teaching 
career, whereever that may be. 
Concurrently I have been working 
at the University as a Student 
Ambassador, which takes me to 

schools across Victoria, a role I thoroughly enjoy. 

I am also continuing various works of service, assisting at a 
food and soup kitchen in South Melbourne and with Young 
Vinnies groups. The importance of such activities I will always 
take with me - a credit to Mr Chris Lynch and the Christian 
Service program at Loyola. As I think about the teacher I want 
to be, I remember all the great teachers I had at Loyola who 
gave me so much, even though I may not have realised it at the 
time. The late Mr Tony Chirico, who was my personal                
development teacher in my junior years at Loyola and a guide 
to me in Years 11 and 12, not only helped me with my general 
maths skills and confidence but also taught me to strive to be 
the best in all things I do in life, something I will carry with me 
my whole life and aim to impart to the students I teach. I 
cherish my time my time at Loyola and am thankful for all the 
wonderful friendships and memories made during my time at 
the College.

I don't know where I had the time to work!  I have heard this said 
so many times by retirees and never really understood what it 
meant until I became one 2 years ago. 

With my husband Mick now retired travel will play a big part in our 
lives.  Our last trip was a few months ago with St. Petersburg, 
Russia being the highlight.  I am pictured at the magnificent  
Peterhof Park.  Being able to learn so much about our world is 
what keeps us wanting to do more.  

Since retiring, I have joined the St. Vincent De Paul Society and 
have taken on the role of Treasurer for both the local and the 
Regional Conferences, so that keeps me busy.  

After living in this house for 37 years and taken absolutely no 
interest in our garden, I have developed a very keen interest and 
can be found out the front or the back yard almost every day.  The 
neighbours are very encouraging of my enthusiastic efforts!

One thing I didn't expect when I left Loyola was that I would be 
returning on a casual capacity.  When called upon to assist in 
some way, it has been been a real joy to catch up with the staff and 
students and see the school continue to grow and thrive.  

One special aspect of being home is that our 14 year old dog Max 
gets plenty of attention during the day now and that makes my 
retirement so worthwhile!
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Patricia English (L: 90-05) - Staff
The arrival of precious           
grandchildren in Karratha and 
Japan, both exciting destinations, 
was the impetus that set me on 
my next adventure in life.  I loved 
my teaching career of 40 years 
but an invitation came for me to 
travel to Japan to mind my 
grandson.  A decision was made 
and my life changed.

My love of Japan strengthened as 
many subsequent journeys were 
undertaken as I spent further 

time there minding my granddaughter and travelling to 
celebrate significant events.  I have recently completed anoth-
er tour.  Yearly visits to the incredible city of Karratha also 
broadened my horizons.  Over the years I have witnessed 
great improvements to this remote city.  My family love the 
lifestyle there and my grandchildren thrive with many activities 
available to them despite the heat.

Being a part of the Exodus Community in Olympic Village also 
allowed me to meet new and wonderful people who                 
volunteered to conduct an after school program called Kids in 
the Shed.  It was a most rewarding experience.

Australia is honouring the Centenary of our nation's                  
involvement in WWI.  Being a member of the 4th Light Horse 
Regiment Memorial Association, my father's regiment, I have 
marched proudly with my grandchildren behind our banner 
each ANZAC Day.  We must remember them.

Meeting with colleagues from Loyola has been a great way to 
maintain connections and learn about their exploits.  Attending 
reunions has enabled me to discover news of ex students and 
their wonderful achievements.

I am very grateful for my fortunate life and I value greatly the 
time I spent at Loyola College.

Best wishes to you all. 

John Ramsdale  (L: 89-02)  - Staff

After 14 years at Loyola I felt that it was time for a change and 
I moved to Catholic Ladies College in Eltham for the next six 
years. It was a very difficult decision to make this move as I 
was very comfortable at Loyola and had made many friends 
there and strong connections to the students in my mentor 
group and the Chess Club in particular.
  
After I retired from teaching at the end of 2008, I was very 
fortunate to be offered a job with Jacaranda publishing, 
reviewing, researching and contributing to new editions of 
their well-known atlas. This was a challenging and very rewarding 
job which I thoroughly enjoyed and it also allowed me to still 
be involved in education. I have also been involved in            
contributing to geography text books and a variety of other 
writing jobs.

Away from work I have been able to volunteer with the local 
Saint Vincent de Paul Society, follow Collingwood and Montmorency 
football teams, travel with my wife to Europe and to spend a lot a lot 
of time looking after our two young grandchildren. 
 
My time at Loyola coincided with many significant changes. 
These were not just the addition of new buildings but it also 
saw the introduction of the House system, the vertical mentor 
groups, student leadership positions, college colours and the 
co-curricular program. The school’s reputation and standing 
also grew in the community and students’ sense of pride and 
belonging also increased.

I was given many different opportunities and support at 
Loyola, worked with some very dedicated colleagues and 
certainly learned a lot and have very fond memories of my 
time there.  

I have been able recently to access copies of The Companion 
and it is great to be able to read the stories of former students 
and their achievements. 
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Amanda Lucci (L: 98-03)

Since graduating from Loyola in 2003, I completed a Bachelor 
of Biomedical Science at Monash university in Clayton, before 
pursuing a career in Medicine. I have spent the last 4 years 
training to be a psychiatrist; however, early last year, I found 
myself not completely satisfied with my choice of vocation, 
and this year have commenced training as a GP, where I   
anticipate there will be more opportunity to provide continued 
relationships with patients across all trajectories of life. I'm 
currently working in Emergency through Eastern Health, and 
can honestly say I'm mostly definitely not a fan of the shift 
work hours.

2017 has certainly been an exciting year of change and on the 
30th of September (Yes, Grand Final Day!), I married my now 
wonderful husband Renato Uberti at Rivers of Yarrambat. I'm 
also a Step-Mother to his 4-year old son, Cristiano. We are 
looking forward to building our new home in the coming 
months, and then taking a well-earned break to celebrate a 
belated honeymoon.

Adam Pilakis (L: 98-03)

Saturday 21st October 2017 had seemed such a long way off, 
but in what seemed like the blink of an eye it was here!  The 
morning was grey and drizzly but it didn’t dampen the            
excitement that had been building all week.  I spent the eve of 
my wedding day back at my parents’ home and kicked back 
drinking scotch and smoking cigars with my Best Man and 
Groomsmen.  Good food, family and friends.  What more 
could a man ask for on the night before the biggest day in his 
life so far?  

The morning was a blur of photographers, bow ties and still 
more scotch, before we all piled into a shiny, black Hummer 
and were whisked off to the Presentation of Our Lord Church 
in Coburg.  My beautiful bride, Pamela Andrianopoulos, 
arrived only thirty minutes late in a carriage drawn by horses, 
which was much sooner that I had expected!  

It was a magical Greek Orthodox ceremony, in front of a 
church completely filled with family and friends.  Our reception 
followed at Maison Ballroom in Elsternwick, after a seemingly 
endless photo shoot at various sites around Melbourne, 
selected earlier by my lovely wife. 
 
We will always remember our wedding day, filled with family, 
friends and love.  We honeymooned in Thailand for two weeks 
and we were welcomed home with yet another family filled 
party.  More love and attention!
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Emma Sargeant (Hollywell L:95-00)

Twin girls Hannah Carrie and Hayley Rose Sargeant were born 
on, Monday 8th May at 11:03am and 11:13am, weighing 2.96kg 
and 2.7kg at Northpark Private Hospital, Bundoora. Hannah 
and Hayley are the third and fourth born children to Emma 
and Dean and younger sisters to Cooper and Mitchell. We are 
all overjoyed with these two little ladies and are enjoying every 
moment being a busy family of 6! 

Jack Lucas was born at 12.40pm on November 2, 2017 at St 
Vincent’s Private Hospital, Fitzroy.  He weighed 3.6kgs (7lb 15oz) 
and was 52cm at birth.  Jack is the second born son of Cristina and 
Anthony and younger brother to Oliver. 

Sarah Martin (Hamer L:07-10)

Ty was born 3 weeks early at the Mercy Hospital for Women 
on July 26th. He was 3.64kg and 52cm. My husband and I 
named him Ty Anthony Martin. He is a very placid baby, we 
are loving parenthood so far. I am enjoying my maternity leave 
from teaching and look forward to CRT work next year.

Christina Masciangioli (Gusatto L: 93-98, 04-10)



LEXSA hosted the fourth annual Loyola Reunion Sunday on 6 August to celebrate the Classes of 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002, 2007, 2012 
and 2015.  The Functions Room and the Courtyard in Old Loyola was the perfect setting.  Guests enjoyed finger food, wine, door 
prizes, gifts and a College tour. 
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During 2017 the Loyola College community farewelled two long standing members of staff. Mr Chris Laws (L: 97-17) was officially 
farewelled at the end of Term 1.  Mr Laws was on Long Service Leave during Term 1 and decided to resign from the College to 
pursue other interests.  We also farewelled Mr Mark Angel (L:02-17) at the end of Term 2 as he retired from the College. Since 
retiring, Mr Angel has enjoyed some travel as well as quality time with his beloved family.

The Loyola College Community thanks both gentlemen for their combined 35 years of service to the College and their significant 
contribution and loyalty to Loyola over the years.  We wish them well in the future.

Celebrating 5 Years

Joanne Begovic Fiona Chapman Maria Curtolo Rob Devling David Ferrante Alida Galatai

Leo Hong Lisa Hussey Rebecca Smith Kate Swift Vanda Tolli  Sal Valentino

Domenic Denton Paul Cocks Geoff Wambeek Ann Huggins

Celebrating 10 Years

Mr Chris Laws (L: 97-17 ) Mr Mark Angel (L: 03-17)

Celebrating 20 Years
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Weddings at Loyola
The St Ignatius’ Chapel 

and the Chapel of the Irish Martys 
are available for Wedding Ceremonies

Further enquiries should be directed to
 Mrs Leanne Cortis (Principal’s Personal Assistant)

9433 0207 or cortis@loyola.vic.edu.au

Iggy’s Restaurant

Located at Loyola College, Watsonia, Iggy’s Restaurant operates on
Wednesday and Thursday evenings (on dates below). Under the watchful
eye of experienced Hospitality trainers, the VCE VET Hospitality students
gain skills and experience in the kitchen and serving front of house.

325 Grimshaw Street Watsonia
Three course meal: $35

Licensed - Beer and Wine served

RESTAURANT DATES ARE POSTED ON THE
COLLEGE WEBSITE, OR CALL FOR BOOKING 9434 4466

We Continue to keep the past students and teachers who are no longer with us in our prayers. 

*staff       + Year of death

John Asta  (L: 87-89)  +1993
Heath Barratt (L: 92) 
Timothy Branagan (L: 80-84) +2009
Gary Andrew Brandt (L: 83-85)
Antonio Chirico (L: 97-03; 09-15) +2015
Stephen Clarke (L: 88-92) +2005
Jane Katharine Connor (L: 81-83) 1998
Kristine Corcoran (Reilly) (L: 84-89) +2008
Matthew Cunningham (L: 84-86) +1986
Angelique D’Agostino (Portelli)  (L: 87-88) +2006
Paul Garbellotto (L: 89-90) +2011
Aileen Dark (L: 90-01) +2008)*
Fiona Frances DeLeeuw (Robinson) (L: 82-86) +2000
Neil Donahoo (L: 82) +1982*
Cherylene Doutch (Fuehrer) (L: 81-82) +2011
Jace Dufty (L: 93-94) +1994*
Jenny Dussi (L: 87) +2011
Karen Louise Gilbert (Quix) (L: 84-87) +2012
Craig Gourlay (L: 94-99) +2012
Adam Hibbert (L: 89) +2001
Ann Maree Heenan (L: 83-86) 
Brian Heenan (L: 85) +2000
Gabrielle Louise Herrin (L: 86-90) +2015
Kylie Houghton (L: 98-03) +2008
Brian Jory (L: 81-83) +2008*
Natalie Juricevic (L: 96-01) +2006

Christopher Kenny (L: 99-04) +2011
Tegan Kennett (L: 98-02) +2011
Glen Kramer (L: 88-93) +2001
Simon Tranis Lavingdale (L: 88-89) +1998
Joan McGarry (L-83-07) +2016*
Massimo Midolo (L: 97-02) +2015
David Mundy (L: 84-87) +1989
Helen Murray (L: 80-86) +2013
Jennifer Nailer (L: 84-89) +1991
Francine Nihill (L: 82-86) +1989
Ross Pannuzzo (L: 81-85) +1988
Sonja Pecnik (L: 82-87) +1989
Mark Pollock (L: 89-94) +1995
Cathy Price (L: 85-89) +1991*
Michael Proctor (L: 84-85, 89-98) +2013*
Marie Therese Robinson (L: 85-01) +2001*
Nello Regnani (L: 85-03) +2007*
David James Schlenker (L: 88-01) +2012*
Cameron Smith (L: 86-91) +2009
Gaetano (Nino) Spina (L: 82-86) +2009
Phillip Sykes (L: 90-95) +2013
Kathryn Taylor (L: 93-98) +2016
Annalisa Tonietto (L: 84-01) +2001*
Paul Nicholas Walsh (L: 89-94) + 1996
Tim Weatherhead (L: 07-09) +2014 *
Andrew Williams (L: 87) +1989
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Arrupe House

www.facebook.com/lexsa.info

LEXSA has launched its Business Network “Connect”.   
Whether you need a plumber or your taxes done, support the Loyola community by hiring 
someone from the database, or if you’d like to become a member,
Contact lexsa@loyola.vic.edu.au for more details.

Conveniently located in close proximity to shopping centres and public transport Only 20km from the City Centre,  10 minute 
walk to Watsonia Station (35mins. by train to the City), Public bus service at the front of the College.
For Bookings please contact the Community Liasion Officer on (03) 9433 0228 

Accommodation is available in a shared living environment, which is
suitable for small group planning days, conference accommodation,
short stays in Melbourne and holiday accommodation.

Arrupe House boasts facilities including 7 private bedrooms,
accommodating 11 people, 3 bathrooms, lounge area with TV and
internet access (Free Wi-Fi), large dining area, modern kitchen and
laundry facilities and an external garden area.
Rental Options
• $40 per person per night; $200 per person per week (7 nights)
Twin Share Options
• $40 per person per single night up to and including 6 nights
• $300 for two people for one week (7 nights-13 nights pro rata)
• $260 (per week) for two people for two or more weeks (14 or more
   nights pro rata)

For hiring of the whole house a rental price will be negotiated upon
application.

Manresa Cottage

Suitable for one person or a couple. Facilities include:
• 1 Double Bedroom
• Self-contained Kitchen/Dining area
• Bathroom
• Lounge area with TV
• Laundry facilities available from Arrupe House on site
Rental Options
• $40 per person per night; $180 per person per week (7 nights)
Twin Share Options
• $40 per person per single night up to and including 6 nights
• $250 for two people for one week (7 nights-13 nights pro rata)
• $220 (per week) for two people for two or more weeks (14 or more
   nights pro rata)

Accommodation in the Cottage is limited to 2 adults. Exception for
children will be considered on a case by case basis.



St Ignatius was indeed looking upon us on Monday 31 July when 
we had a burst of summer sun shine down on us for our annual 
celebration day. The College community gathered in high spirits 
to celebrate.
This year our College Theme is to ‘Set Hearts on Fire’. Cura 
personalis, or care for the individual, forms the basis of all that we 
do at Loyola College, and to set one’s heart on fire empowers our 
young people to have the courage to venture out into the world 
and employ their passion in the service of others. What matters is 
not the flame itself, but that the flame burns bright and strong. 
Our theme is at the heart of Jesuit tradition – since 1552, when the 
founder of the Jesuits Saint Ignatius is set to have charged 
Francis Xavier with these simple yet powerful words: “Go forth 
and set hearts on fire”. Our St Ignatius celebration day commemorates 
the courage and spirit that ignites Loyola students.
Our day started in the Loyola Companions Hall with Mass 
celebrated by Fr Trung from Jesuit Mission. As we departed the 
hall, we were blessed with a beautiful day to complete our 
walkathon and walk alongside our friends for our 7km journey.

As the students returned to the college they were able to collect 
their free lunch token and highlighter gift. Lunch this year was a 
huge variety that the St Ignatius Day committee (aka LSC        
members) decided on. Each student received a gift which was a 
five colour highlighter that they can use at school and                  
embroidered with the 2017 theme ‘Ignite your inner Wolf’. We 
congratulate Daniel Pergolini (12 KGCW) on his design of the 
2017 St Ignatius Day logo and theme.

We also held our first outdoor Rock Concert that was proudly 
sponsored by the Loyola Friends and Parents Association (LPFA) 
and also by our friends at Light & Sound Solutions. This was a 
huge hit for our whole community and we were able to showcase 
our Loyola talent as well as re vamp our talent quest tradition into 
the IG Factor!

Fiona Devlin
Director of Communications and Events

Then it was time for some serious fun with the carnival rides
    • The Extreme Thriller
    • The Sizzler
    • The Cyclone

• The Dodgem Cars
• The Cliffhanger




