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Loyola College
325 Grimshaw St
Watsonia 3087
Victoria Australia

Phone: 03 9434 4466     
Fax: 03 9432 2476

Email: office@loyola.vic.edu.au

For additional information please
contact the Secretary of LEXSA:
on 9433 0297 or
email: lexsa@loyola.vic.edu.au.

As we approach the end of June we are 
at the half way mark of 2018, and I am 
amazed at how quickly this first     
semester has come to an end with all 
the various activities that have taken 
place at Loyola. 

This year we have maintained an           
enrolment of 1340 students. Our  
incoming Year 7 students have settled in 
well and I have had the opportunity to 
spend a lesson with each of the nine 
Year 7 classes to discuss how they have 
transitioned from primary school and to 
share the story of Loyola with them in 
Conversation. Conversation is at the 
heart of what we do as an Ignatian 
school, and I feel privileged to be able to 
meet and speak with these young   
members of our Loyola family.

Our College Master Plan is now 
completed and we have commenced 
Stage 1, works in the Old Loyola Building 
where the former Performing Arts areas 
were once located. The ground floor will 
be converted into a new social staff 
room and meeting area and the first 
floor into flexible learning spaces. We 
hope the works will be completed by the 
end of this year. We have commenced 
planning Stage 2 of the Master Plan 
which will see the redevelopment of the 
centre of the grounds into a community 
precinct. More information about this 
exciting project will appear in the next 
Companion. 

You will undoubtedly have heard by now 
that LEXSA will undergo a name change 
after many years. The membership was 
consulted through a short survey and, of 
those who responded, 70% were in 
favour of the new name Loyola College 
Alumni Association (LCAA). The name 
change will be effective from Semester 2 
this year with a special launch dinner 
and on Reunion Sunday on 5 August. We 
hope that all our Loyola Alumni will 
continue to support the association as 
in the past. 

The LEXSA Classic Car show, held on 
the College grounds in February this 
year, was an outstanding success and I 
wish to congratulate the committee for 
all its great work. I met many past and 
current students at the event, which has 
clearly become an important event on 
our calendar.  

As always, I encourage you to support 
LEXSA (soon to be LCAA) in its efforts to 
build our network of past students. I 
look forward to many of you attending 
our Reunion Sunday in August this year 
and invite your ongoing support of 
Loyola.

Dear Companions,

Mr Joseph Favrin
Principal
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Four LCAA committee members 
attended the Year 7 Welcome 
Evening which was held on Friday 
20th April.  This night was 
organized by the LPFA (Loyola 
Parents and Friends Association).  
LCAA’s role on the evening was 
about talking with the new 
families who are also former 
students of the College.   On the 
night Troy, Rebecca, Dianne and 
Monica chatted with seven 
parents who are former students; 
currently there are 47 parents of students at the College who 
are also former students. LCAA looks forward to being a part of 
this evening again in 2019.

On Thursday 26th July at Iggy's restaurant, LCAA will be 
hosting a ''Christmas in July'' function.  A new name for the 
association will be launched on the night. This is a significant 
time for LCAA, as it will be 33 years since the first group of Year 
12s completed their high school education, and with a new 
name it is hoped that the association will be more accessible 
and relevant to our membership.

Loyola Open Day took place on Sunday May 6, where the 
doors were open to future students and their families to view

various displays about the school. Tours of the College were 
facilitated by current students. LCAA had a display and, even 
though it will be some time before LCAA will be in the minds 
of the future students, it was wonderful to chat with the 
potential students and their families during the afternoon.  It 
was great to also chat with past students who have their 
children studying at Loyola. Thanks to Judith and Monica for 
their assistance during the afternoon.

Loyola Reunion Sunday will be held on the 5th August at Old 
Loyola in the Functions Room. The afternoon will involve 
celebrating the classes of 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003, 2008, 2013 
and 2016. All past students and teachers are welcome.
Please RSVP www.trybooking.com/VIQP  

LCAA functions do not get organised by themselves.  A group 
of hard working volunteers puts many hours into putting on a 
successful event.  In saying this, it would be fantastic to meet 
more past students at the LCAA meetings which are held 
throughout the year. Please get in touch via email with 
Monica, the LCAA secretary, on any functions or events that 
LCAA could host as a way of bringing former students together.

From the President

Frank Palermo (L: 91-95)
LCAA President

What an exciting start to the 2018 
school year!  With the addition of 
two hundred and sixty-two new 
members, I would like to 
welcome the Class of 2017 to the 
Association.  Congratulations on 
completing your secondary 
school studies and best wishes 
for your future endeavours.

Another successful Classic Car 
Show was enjoyed by former 
students, current families and the 
local community in February.  This year, visitors enjoyed a 
variety of music from No Offence and The Kickons – two 
bands made up of former and current students, as well as 
another band made up of staff members.  Thank you to all 
involved for providing the great entertainment to                 
complement the visual spectacle of beautiful classic cars.  
Thank you to Anthony Azzopardi, who did an amazing job in 
attracting the interest of, and  organising, the one hundred 
and thirty-five cars around the College grounds.

Thank you also to the Committee who assisted with                
organising the coffee van, jumping castle, Principal’s Trophy 
and worked at an extremely busy barbeque on the night.  

The Committee was thrilled to meet some former students 
who are now parents at the College at the Year 7 Family 
Welcome Evening held in April.  We look forward to an    
ongoing connection with families through the Association.

Upcoming events for 2018 include Christmas in July Dinner  
at Iggy’s (details page 10) and the annual Reunion          
Sunday which will be held on Sunday August 5 at Loyola 
(details page 16). I encourage all former students and staff to 
attend either of these exciting events for 2018 and receive a 
commemorative gift in celebration of the new association 
name.

From the LCAA Secretary

Monica Agius Baron
LCAA Secretary

lexsa@loyola.vic.edu.au
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We congratulate the Year 12 students of 2017 on the results they achieved last year in the VCE and VCAL studies.  

Particular congratulations to the College Dux for 2017, Julian Cirianni, who achieved an ATAR score of 97.85, and Proxime Jonathan 
Liongue, who achieved an ATAR score of 96.85. The hard work and effort of all staff who worked with last year’s Year 12 students is 
to be recognised also as the quality teaching, guidance and support contributed greatly to the success of the group.

In 2017 Loyola College is proud to announce a 100% success rate in VCAL.

This year’s theme ‘Walking with others’ inspires us to be Companions to others as we journey with them 
through life. We draw our inspiration for this theme from our College Patron, St Ignatius, who believed strongly 
in the importance of accompaniment. If we offer ourselves to others as Jesus  did; if we walk alongside those 
who suffer, who are anxious or troubled; the poor, those who have no voice, the marginalised and those in 
need, we follow Jesus’s example and enable those less fortunate to feel valued as children of a loving God. We 
can extend this further to nature and the environment, and walk with and in nature to sustain and care for our 
planet so that all human beings may benefit from what it has to offer. I invite you all to embrace this wonderful 
theme for 2018 as you walk with others this year.

Top 5% of Year Level in 2017
(Results published with permission)

Walking with Others

Julian Cirianni
97.85

Jonathan Liongue
96.85

Jacob Zanatta
95.15

Ashlea Salvaggio
94.85

Matthew Teleki
92.35

Elisa Keith
91.70

Alejandra Turcios
91.60

Matthew Collinson
90.75

Allana Davies
90.35

Sarah Lynch
89.40
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The 2017 Annual Awards Evening was held on Friday 8 December 2017 in the Loyola Companions Hall, and was another successful 
evening attended by over 800 guests comprising staff, students and their families. Our special guest this year was Dr Jessica    Fusella 
(L: 01-05). I thank Mrs Fiona Devlin, Director of Communications & Events, for overseeing the organisation of the evening. I congratu-
late the recipients of all awards and, in particular, the recipients of the following four very important awards presented on the evening:

On Wednesday January 31st, Loyola College welcomed our 230 new Year 7 students who commenced their secondary school 
journey.  There was a buzz as students farewelled their parents and gathered in LCH to be formally welcomed by our principal, Mr 
Favrin. The Heads of each House then came over to greet their students and take them over to their House areas, where they 
engaged in some fun activities with their Mentor and their Year 12/11 ‘Buddy’. There were lots of smiles as they got to know each 
other and the other students in their House. Loyola prides itself on our warm hospitality, and students enjoyed a morning tea in 
their House area with the senior students. The next sessions for the day were devoted to the Year 7 students receiving and learning 
to use their new Surface Pro computers.  Accompanied by their subject teachers and senior students, the Year 7 students became 
acquainted with their new digital devices and the many functions and opportunities for learning they provide. Lockers, timetables, 
uniform, computers, different classrooms, new faces - there is so much to take in when starting secondary school. Our students 
managed very well, and then were able to meet their families and relax at the family picnic in the Old Loyola Courtyard. This was 
lots of fun and it was wonderful to meet many new (and old) parents and siblings.
 
Our College endeavours to build a welcoming school community, which provides an inclusive and safe environment focused on 
students’ wellbeing, achievement, creativity and enjoyment.  We want all students to feel valued and encouraged to do their best. 
If the spirit of the Year 7 students and their families on this first day is any guide, the years ahead promise to be wonderful years of 
learning and personal development.

This is the highest award a Loyola student can receive and is presented annually to a Year 
12 student. The medal is awarded to a student whom St Ignatius would have happily had 
as one of his companions. We congratulate Antonia Gazzana (L:12-17) on being the   
recipient of the Insignis Medal in 2017.

Insignis Medal 2017

This medal is awarded to a current or former student who has given service in a pastoral 
or leadership capacity and has shown loyalty and commitment to the College throughout 
his/her time as a student.  We congratulate Thomas Kelly (L: 12-17) on being the recipient 
of the 2017 St Ignatius Medal.

St Ignatius Medal

This medal is awarded to a current or former staff member, Canonical Administrator or 
chaplain who has given service in a pastoral or professional capacity and has shown 
loyalty and commitment to the College for an extended period of time.  Congratulations to 
Fr Gerry Healy SJ on being the recipient of the Loyola Medal in 2017.

Loyola Medal

This medal is awarded to a current or former parent or College friend who has given 
service in a pastoral, professional or leadership capacity and has shown loyalty and 
commitment to the College for an extended period of time. We congratulate Mrs Michelle 
Garzia, mother of  Alanah (L:12-17) and Roxanne (10/AEGR), on being the recipient of the 
Jesuit medal in 2017. 

Jesuit Medal 

Louise Crowe
Year 7-9 Programs Co-ordinator
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Always a colourful and vibrant night, the 2018 House Eisteddfod on Tuesday 27th March certainly lived up to expectations.  

Performed in front of a large and enthusiastic audience in the Loyola Companions Hall, the event showcased the singing, dancing and 
acting talents of students from all six houses as they presented their 12-minute musical adaptations of some well-known film titles.

Once the performances had ended, judges Nina Rossini and Monique Allan declared MacKillop House the winner from a very 
evenly balanced field.  The final placings were as follows:

1. MacKillop – Alice in Wonderland
2. Mannix – Moana
3. Chisholm – Harry Potter
4. Flynn – The Little Mermaid
5. Xavier – Hairspray
6. McAuley – Toy Story 

The judges also named a ‘best actor’ from each performance: 

• MacKillop – Tim Bland (The Mad Hatter)
• Mannix – Xavier Bruggeman (Maui)
• Chisholm – Jamie Shannon (Harry Potter)
• Flynn – Jazmyn White (Ursula)
• Xavier – Oscar Chaplin (Edna)
• McAuley – James Horner (Buzz Lightyear) 

Not only was it a great night for all those in attendance, it was also a most successful night for the Friends of the Performing Arts 
(FOPA) who ran a fundraising BBQ and organised the raffle.

Preparations are now underway for next year’s eisteddfod, provisionally scheduled for Monday 29th March, 2019.  Note the date in 
your diary.

Mr Mark Leary
Head of Co-Curriulum

House Eisteddfod



On May 10th, delegates from the various Jesuit and           
Companion schools from around Australia (JACSA) 
converged on Loyola College, Watsonia, for the first ever 
JACSA Student Wellbeing Companion Network Conference. 
The network was drawn together to enable the student 
wellbeing leaders in JACSA schools to meet and share ideas 
of best practice in the area of student wellbeing in our 
schools. What unfolded over the next two days was a rich and 
rewarding opportunity for JACSA schools to connect with 
each other and share an idea or a program that their school is 
undertaking in the pursuit of creating environments for 
students, that are safe, vibrant and opportunities for students 
to develop.

The Saint chosen to be patron of 
the network was St Alphonsus 
Rodriguez. A Spanish man who 
suffered great loss in his earlier 
years in life, then joined the 
Society of Jesus as a lay brother at 
the age of 40 in 1571. He was sent 
to Majorca to be the porter of the 
new Jesuit facility that had just 
been built. A position which he 
held for the next 46 years. He 
developed a reputation of being 
someone who could console and 
bring comfort to those he spoke 
with. He spoke of welcoming any 

visitor to the Jesuit building as if the visitor were Christ 
himself. St Alphonsus was chosen as he took great care with 
everyone he came in contact with and showed determination 
in achieving outcomes in wellbeing, something that our 
wellbeing leaders can draw strength and inspiration from.

Each JACSA school delivered a presentation on a recent   
initiative in the wellbeing area of their school. Each               
presentation was followed up by robust questioning and 
affirmation of the outstanding work that is already being 
undertaken in JACSA schools. All schools commented that 
they found the conference to be very rewarding and all 
schools took away a number of ideas that they will now begin 
the process of investigating the possibility of implementing in 
their own school environments.

Aside from the presentations of a wellbeing initiative, the 
conference was highlighted by two key note speeches. Paul 
Villante, the Executive Director of Programs for the                  
internationally renowned charity – Movember, spoke to the 
delegates about the current trends in mental health in the 
young adult age range and explained some of the programs 
Movember is supporting financially, in Australia and              
internationally. Paul also gave valuable insight into the notion 
of collective impact networks, which was valuable for 
delegates in establishing whole staff action in relation to 
wellbeing plans and initiatives in their individual schools

Fr Gerry Healy SJ, delivered a speech to the delegates that 
was full of wisdom and experience from his many years in the 
various educational systems in Australia, both secondary and 
tertiary. Fr Gerry discussed his history and link to the Old 
Loyola building, having trained as a Jesuit in the Novitiate 
(Old Loyola building) from the 1960’s. Fr Gerry, as he has a 
habit of doing, delivered his observations with a skilful blend 
of wit, humour and seriousness, on the current trends in 
mental health in our youth and what schools need to be 
focussing on to enhance the wellbeing of students in our 
care.
 
Other key events of the conference included a tour of the 
Watsonia campus by our Principal, Mr Joe Favrin, a Mass in 
St Ignatius Chapel celebrated by Fr Steve Rigo and a confer-
ence dinner in Iggy’s restaurant which was catered for by the 
VET Hospitality class. The delegates were all very impressed 
with the level of professionalism of all the students in the 
kitchen and the quality of food and service was outstanding.
The conference was well received by all delegates and the aim 
for this network going forward will be to meet each year to 
build on the momentum developed during their time at 
Loyola Watsonia.

Kieren Prowse
JACSA Student Wellbeing Companion Network Chair 2018 
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On a late December 28 2017 evening, nine students (Nadia Di 
Cosmo, Tahlia Walker, Anthony Colosi, Monique Lorefice, 
Harrison Mills, Brooke Herlihy, Victoria Mertzanidis, Emma 
Condello and Katia Minnelli) and 2 staff members            
(Fiona Chapman and Elizabeth Gartland) started on their 
Food/Hospitality tour of Italy, and what an amazing tour          
it was! 

Landing in Rome on a beautiful Winter’s day with large 
suitcases, backpacks and enthusiasm, we ventured to our 
hotel and the realisation that after two years, multiple 
fundraising events and many tour meetings, we were finally in 
Italy. As the main focus of the tour was food, we began our 
hunt for hidden food delights. We will never forget our first 
bite of traditional Italian pizza. YUM! Four days exploring 
Rome included a tour of the Vatican, where we heard the 
beautiful hymns for the New Year’s Eve Mass being practised. 
The amazing Sistine Chapel and the enormity of St Peter’s 
Basilica took everyone’s breath away. The food was amazing. 
4 cheese pizzas, homemade pasta, caprese salads and gelato 
were enjoyed by all. After lunch we set out to find the Trevi 
Fountain, which took us over 2 hours to find after we 
constantly got lost. We stumbled across the Pantheon along 
the way, saw many other piazzas and fountains including 
Piazza Navona (where we relived our Ms Fiona Chapman & 
Miss Elizabeth Gartland childhoods on a carousal). Finally 
after many wrong turns we found the fountain! We pushed 
through hundreds of people to get our selfies and to throw 
our coins in for good luck. 

More pizza and pasta for dinner. After a day of exploring the 
Roman Forum, where the Colosseum just appeared out of 
nowhere, New Year was upon us. We stayed close to our hotel 
where we enjoyed an all-you-can-eat buffet of cheese and 
meat, watched the locals celebrate the New Year by lighting a 
crazy amount of fireworks, and bringing Aussie music to the 
bewildered locals. What an incredible place to enjoy New 
Year’s Eve.  Definitely a highlight.

For fear of wasting the day in Italy, we left the next morning at 
9am for a day in Siena, tired and exhausted from the night 
before. Of course we needed to stop along the way at one of 
the many amenities. Paninis all round! Siena is a beautiful 
town with amazing views. After a visit to the Duomo of Siena, 
we had lunch in the famous Piazza del Campo. A light lunch 
of paninis and pizza was enjoyed picnic style. To cap off a 
lovely morning, we lost the bus for 40 minutes as, to our 
surprise, it was tucked away beneath a Roman wall. 

p7



Off to Florence we go. We arrived in Florence in the evening 
where an America Diner caught the students’ eyes. After 
persisting we agreed on a change of cuisine. Burgers and 
milkshakes all round. Let’s just say everyone had a good 
night’s sleep after our busy day. Food in Florence was the 
bistecca, tripe and wild boar ragu. 

Our guide took as around the markets, Piazza della Signoria, 
Ponte Vecchio and the Christmas lights in the Piazza del 
Duomo. A highlight of the day for both staff and students was 
the incredible Michelangelo’s Statue of David in the Uffizi 
Gallery. He had gathered such a crowd but of course we got 
our selfies. What can we say about Bologna? Incredible food, 
porticos, restaurants, deli’s, library, University (the oldest in 
Europe) and fantastic people. On our first tour of the city, we 
came across many eateries that included vendors selling 
horse meat, much to our surprise. We ate fresh homemade 
pasta, plenty of mortadella and tortellini. This city was by far 
the most memorable for food.

We took part in a Gelato Masterclass where our maths skills 
were tested and our waistbands were expanded, which result-
ed in us all passing with flying colours. For our last tourist 
stop before our homestay, we visited Milan. On the way to 
Milan we stopped off at Enzo Ferrari’s Museum in Modena 
for all the car lovers. We got up close and personal with many 
makes and models. We visited the Gothic Cathedral in the 
Piazza Duomo, browsed in the high-end shopping complex 
and, again, had amazing food. We were so spoilt when we 
arrived at the Maffioli Institute. Practical classes of desserts, 
sauces, fresh pasta and risotto were on the menu. 

Excursions to Padua, Venice, Treviso and Verona were also 
included. The students and staff found Venice and Verona 
breathtaking. Lots of souvenir shopping to record their visit. 
The gondola ride in Venice was a highlight and even the locals 
were envious as they had never been on one themselves. 

The students at Maffioli 
presented us with three 
course lunches almost 
daily, with our students 
taking the opportunity       
to socialise with their 
students. Technical excursions 
included visits to Pasta 
Zara, Villa Sandi Winery 
and a local cheese factory. 
We were up close and 
personal along each 
production line (of course 
free samples for everyone). 
Our opening dinner was a 
Sicilian-inspired 5 course 
menu, followed by a closing 
dinner of 7 courses of a 
Venetian-inspired dinner. 
We tasted the local season-
al carnival food. Assorted 
fritelle (donuts) YUM! 

Whilst the school program was in full operation, our 
students were also kept very busy by their homestay families. 
They caught buses and trains to school with their buddies 
and, in the evenings, they experienced Italian family life. 
More food! The students shared stories, compared family 
recipes and went out on their own adventures on the week-
end. Some went to the mountains to see the snow, some 
went shopping and others visited other family members. 
Tears were shed on the last day to sum up a once in a lifetime 
experience.
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In order to sustain the ongoing association and support that Loyola College offers to our graduate students, the Loyola Ex Student’s 
Association has been rebranded in 2018. We are almost in our 40th year of Loyola history and have started to see families attending 
Loyola College where the parents are former students themselves.

Alumni refers to the graduates of a similar educational institution. At Loyola College, we want our graduates to be part of an              
inclusive community, giving them a chance to stay in contact with fellow students, staff and have a sense of connectedness.  

In redeveloping and rebranding our ex-student association, we are creating an exciting and dynamic Alumni that continues to 
support our graduating students over a lifetime. We wish to move with the times and, in giving the association a fresh new image 
and name change, we believe this brings us into a more modern and collaborative partnership with our former students and other 
network schools. 

Loyola College Alumni Association LCAA

2001 2008 2009 2017
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After completing my studies at Loyola College in 1998, I went 
on to study Biomedical Science at Monash University in 
Clayton. Being a science and research-based degree, I 
completed an Honours year in cancer research; however on 
completion of this, I decided that working in a laboratory was 
definitely not my passion, and that my interests lay in direct 
human contact and in being able to make a direct impact in 
people’s lives. 

I relocated to Sydney to study post-graduate Dentistry at the 
University of Sydney and, although I found Sydney a            
wonderful city to live in and study, and those university days 
were some of the best years of my life, on graduation, I moved 
back to Melbourne to be closer to my family and friends. 

I completed an internship year at the Royal Dental Hospital of 
Melbourne, which gave me a broad range of experiences in a 
number of specialist dental fields and, after a few years of 
dental experience in both the public system and private 
practice, I opened my first dental practice, K1 Dental, in 
Toorak. 

The many years of tireless working involved in running my 
own business then led to a business partnership where I 
helped to establish Core Dental, a number of suburban dental 
practices, of which my main base is in Werribee. Core Dental 
currently has 6 dental practices around Melbourne and 
continues to expand. 

My time at Loyola, which helped to shape me into the             
determined and ambitious person that I am, led me to a 
career that has allowed me to experience some amazing 
opportunities, particularly to help sustain my passion for 
travel, and I have been lucky enough to see many spectacular 
countries and sights. I have recently become engrossed in 
travel photography and am in the process of starting a travel 
blog to help fuel my wanderlust!

Kristina Cakarovski  (L: 93-98)

Damian and I became friends on a Loyola trip to the south 
island of NZ in 1987. By September 1988, when we were in 
year 11, we became a couple and have been together ever 
since. This year we will celebrate 30 years together.

Since graduating from Loyola we both went on to have   
numerous different jobs, travelled, and had many other 
adventures. We both studied at La Trobe University and 
completed Bachelor Degrees. Damian went on to complete a 
degree in Social Work. 

We moved back to Bundoora in our late 20s and started a 
family. We have 3 beautiful daughters: Rose 19, Freya 17, and 
Lani 11. It has been greatly rewarding raising our girls and we 
love watching them grow into strong and intelligent young 
women. Rose and Freya both attended Loyola, and Lani will 
begin Year 7 at Loyola next year.

Damian and I both currently work in the community services 
field. I work at the Pavilion School in Epping as an Integration 
Aide and Damian manages a youth drug and alcohol rehab 
called Birribi in Eltham. We both thoroughly enjoy our work.

We plan to return to the South Island of New Zealand later in 
the year for a family holiday. We will revisit many of the places 
where Damian and I first became friends when we were 16.

Katrina Cassim (L: 84–89)  
Damian Philp (L: 86–89)



Anthony Hallal  (L: 06-11)
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To be honest, when I retired 7 years ago, I had no idea what the future would look like.  Dreams of spending more time with family, 
travel, leisure activities and lunches with friends were in the mix, but where and when were the unknown. It seemed like ‘time’ was 
my friend, an abundance of it to enable the ‘dreams’ to become reality.

Six children and their partners, ten grandchildren, one married, one engaged, others on their journey involving travel and now 3 
great-grandchildren make for wonderful family time. Unfortunately, as they are of the adventurous kind and many live some 
distance away, we rarely manage a whole family catch up. The positive of this is that it provides opportunities for me to travel, spend 
quality time with them and meet new people along the way.

Travel has taken me on wonderful adventures with or to family.  A daughter’s birthday celebration in Tuscany, a son and his family 
who introduced me to the different lifestyle and cultures of Singapore, visiting family in Walnut Creek and San Francisco is both 
beautiful and emotional.  Regional Victoria is the choice for other children and their families, while one granddaughter is following 
her dreams in Port Douglas. Long-time friends from Loyola College give me reasons to travel to both Adelaide and Tasmania.

Lunches provide the opportunity to catch up with friends from St Aloysius College school days, 60+ years of friendship, along with 
other friends from Loyola College are always fun. These are my extended support groups.

This brings me to the leisure activities.  Golf, I figured couldn’t be too difficult after playing tennis for many years...wrong!  However, 
it does provide exercise along with frustration and elation, but I continue to enjoy the challenge along with the friendships that have 
evolved through it all.

Last year I returned to Loyola to help invigilate the Year 12 exams. The staff I chatted to were welcoming as always and I enjoyed the 
time, albeit for a few hours.  Amazingly I still felt part of the school, which was my ‘other home’ for 31 years. 

Since last year’s Reunion Sunday, it has been lovely to connect with past students who have been generous in sharing ‘where they 
are now’ including their families, careers and interests.  I am proud of them and their achievements and happy that Loyola College 
contributed in some small way to where they are today.  

My next ‘adventure’ is to move to a new house and return to the area where some family and many friends reside.  What an              
adventure this is proving to be!

After completing my VCE at Loyola College in 2011, I commenced a Bachelor of Laws and a 
Bachelor of Arts at Monash University, and I am currently completing a Master of Laws 
(LLM) at King’s College London in the UK. I have also had the opportunity to study in Italy 
twice, to intern at a think-tank in China, and to present some of my research at a few           
different conferences around the world. Most recently I presented at a conference organised 
by the Transnational Law Institute in London, where I discussed the role of law in protecting 
children from physical punishment carried out by their parents. My current work is on the 
legal issues  surrounding consent to medical treatments for children with gender dysphoria 
and intersex children.

My time at Loyola provided a brilliant foundation for my legal career! I am especially grateful 
to Loyola’s many thought provoking and inspiring teachers. In addition to the enduring 
friendships that began at Loyola, some of my fondest memories include Literature with Mr 
Keehne; English with  Ms Scibilia, Ms Kift, Ms McLaughlin and Sister Pat; Maths with Mr 
Wambeek and Mr Strantzen; Chemistry with Ms Stylli; and Legal Studies with Ms Bruno.       
I consider myself to be very fortunate to have spent six years at Loyola!

Kath McKenna (L: 81-11)
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Congratulations to the following Loyola 2015 graduate students who
completed their university degrees at JMC Academy in May in their
respective courses.

• Ellie-Anne Bozinekis: Bachelor of Entertainment (Business management) 

• Jack Linehan: Bachelor of Creative Arts (Film and television)

• Julian Wood: Bachelor of Creative Arts (3D animation)

• James Bedrac: Bachelor of Creative Arts (Film and television)

• Madeleine Catania: Bachelor of Creative Arts (Film and television) 

Loyola College and Cummins South Pacific Pty Ltd (Cummins) would like to nominate Liam 
Gray for the VCAL Achievement Award in the category of VCAL School-based Apprentice/  
Trainee (SBAT). Liam is a well-mannered, hard-working and committed young man who has 
shown exemplary skills and achievement this year in working towards his SBAT at Cummins, 
Certificate III in Heavy Vehicle Commercial Mechanical Technology at Kangan TAFE, and the 
Senior VCAL certificate at Loyola.

Liam commenced a work placement at Cummins in 2016 and, based on the initiative and 
commitment he showed on placement and after an extensive interview process, he was offered 
a SBAT for 2017. In discussions with Cummins, they advised that they do not normally offer 
SBATs; however Liam showed such promise that they made an exception and Liam has rewarded 
their faith. In evidence provided by Cummins, they indicate that he is a conscientious apprentice 

who values his opportunities to learn and applies his knowledge with enthusiasm.

At work, Liam committed himself to meeting the high expectations Cummins have for their apprentices. In the evidence support 
provided by Cummins, they indicate that Liam has undergone rapid skill development and has been involved in major technical 
work on engines. He has applied himself to all tasks, big or small, with enthusiasm and a thirst for knowledge. Liam’s goal is to 
become a certified technician and he has used every opportunity to work towards achieving this goal.
 
As part of his SBAT, Liam commenced the Certificate III in Heavy Vehicle Commercial Mechanical Technology at Bendigo Kangan 
Institute early this year. His work ethic has been noted by his TAFE mentors and he has applied himself diligently. Mike Valastro, 
Liam’s TAFE mentor, provided a glowing recommendation included in the supporting evidence. At TAFE, Liam has achieved 
completion of the equivalent of a first year apprenticeship while still completing school, and shows self-direction and initiative          
in his learning. 

At Loyola College, Liam used the last two years in VCAL to develop his employability skills, particularly in the areas of                       
communication and public speaking, which he found difficult. Liam took opportunities to practise public speaking and his            
confidence in this area grew over the year. In October he was able to confidently speak in front of parents, students and senior staff 
at the Loyola VCAL Breakfast about his work experiences. This type of public speaking was challenging to Liam but, through his     
Cummins experiences, he had the motivation and confidence to undertake this task. At school, he applied leadership skills in the 
building of a glasshouse for the school that will be used by future students to develop a plant growing business. He was an asset to 
the Loyola VCAL program. 

The positive experience Cummins has had with Liam has provided future VCAL students the opportunity to access SBATs at 
Cummins. Through this positive experience, Loyola College and Cummins now have developed a working relationship that the 
school plans on using to improve the VCAL experience for future Loyola students through real-life safety site visits in large-scale 
workshops and connections to industry. Liam’s achievements will have a positive influence on future VCAL students.

Liam committed himself to using this SBAT year to set himself up for the future. He has maximised the learning opportunities at 
Cummins and has become a valued member of their company, who has the potential for leadership. He has used his time at TAFE 
effectively to progress his course completion to the level of a first year apprentice and has used the opportunities within the VCAL 
program to work on his employability skills of teamwork, leadership and communication. He is a great ambassador for the VCAL and 
SBAT program and Loyola and Cummins consider his achievements worthy of nomination for the 2017 VCAL Achievement Award. 

Liam Gray (L:12-17)

Photo by Nicole Cleary, courtesy of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority



Andrew and I met in 2012, and were in engaged in May of 
2016; when you know, you know. Our wedding day was a day 
full of magic, love, happiness and celebration; nothing could 
stop us, not even Melbourne’s temperamental weather. It 
started on a gloomy day, December the 2nd 2017, torrential 
rain forecast for the entire weekend with flash flooding and 
even an SES message. But if there is one thing I know for sure, 
I won’t allow anything or anyone to rain on my parade.    
Something I had no control over was not going to ruin our 
special day; we embraced it instead. Gorgeous clear umbrellas 
saved the day and made for stunning photos.
 
The day began at St.Haralambos Greek Orthodox Church 
where we officially tied the knot, followed by a stunning  
Reception celebration at Vogue Ballroom in Burwood. In 
between we went to the Fitzroy State Library and surrounding 
areas to take some creative photos. We were blessed to have 
the rain slow to a fine drizzle at this point and were lucky 
enough to get some beautiful shots.
 
A massive thank you to Burgess Video for filming our 
Wedding, Annette Burgess taught me in Year 7 Media, and I 
promised myself when she left Loyola to pursue her              
Videography business that I would ask her to film my wedding 
one day. It was a pleasure having her there, and I would highly 
recommend her.  Wouldn’t change a thing about our day and 
we were lucky enough to be surrounded by all our loved ones.

Natalie Cotsis nee Cecchin (L: 04-89) Diana Antonello (L: 81-84)
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Who would have ever thought…

Three years ago I met this beautiful man whilst on a vacation 
in sunny Miami. Ivan Farrelly, from the The U.S. Virgin Islands.

After back and forth from Australia and the USA. three years 
later we decided to tie the knot . We were married in the back 
yard, true Aussie style, and then partied on at the restaurant 
on site where we live in Sunny Isles, aka the Florida Riviera.

We plan to have another party on the water later in the year for 
our Aussie friends and family.
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Michael Burke, a Maths teacher, and Naomi Sheahan        
(L:98 – 03), returned home to Melbourne in January, after 
living in London where they met.

They had a short time to plan their big day, which was on 
Saturday April 7th.

They were wed at St John’s Church in Heidelberg. The sun was 
thankfully shining for Mike and Naomi, who celebrated with 
150 friends and family who had travelled from all over          
Australia, the United States and Europe.

The reception followed at All Smiles, Docklands, and was a 
wonderful evening with views of the city and bay. There were 
some sore heads on the Sunday! Mike and Naomi had an 
amazing wedding and are now looking to settle locally in 
Banyule.

On November 9th, 2017, two days after I was Maid of Honour at my sister's wedding, Zoe Ann Worsnop arrived. Her middle name 
was chosen for my mum, Ann, who works at Loyola. Zoe's daddy, Geoff and I met while team-teaching in the same classroom and 
we have since bought a house, adopted our puppy Axel, and are now completely besotted with our giggly and smiley girl Zoe.

Naomi Burke (nee Sheahan L: 98-03)

Michelle Huggins (L: 97-02)
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Being associated with LEXSA for the past 7 years, and a former student myself (class of 88), walking out of old Loyola I noticed the 
great surrounds Loyola College has to offer.  Then a small idea come to mind: “how nice would it be to get 20 classic cars in front 
and around Old Loyola?”

Once I raised the idea with LEXSA, Mr Chirico jumped to the occasion and welcomed the idea.

The Car Show is a family event which continues to rev up each year, now exceeding over 130 cars on display around Old Loyola, with 
thanks to Metro Classic Cruizers Car Club, independent owners from around Melbourne and the locals around Loyola College.  
Most of all, it’s great to receive calls from former students asking if it’s ok to bring their Classic car to the show.

Old Fords, Holdens, Hot Rods and vintage cars ensure an eventful, colourful evening amongst a beautiful backdrop of Old Loyola 
and its surrounding gardens.

A special thanks to all the LEXSA Committee members who volunteer their time to make the night a successful fundraising event, 
not forgetting the Loyola student and teacher bands who provided live music on the evening.

All pre-1983 vehicles are welcome to join us for the upcoming 2019 Classic Car Show please feel free to contact 
lexsa@loyola.vic.edu.au for details.

Anthony Azzopardi
(L:83-88)
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It was wonderful to see over 240 people attend our first Year 7 Welcome night on Friday, 20 April.  A real buzz was in the air as Year 
7 students and their families had an opportunity to mingle and meet new families.  Fun was had playing an ice-breaker game and 
the students were rewarded with a gelati for introducing a family they had met on the night. Pizzas and slushies assisted in        
maintaining an energetic vibe.

A thank you to the LPFA and the PWP parents who helped make the evening a success. A special big thank you for the             
sub-committee of the event  lead by Sofia Morris.  Others to be commended are Darren Skidmore, Mark Monteneri, Raelene Herli-
hy, John Lettieri and Sr Revy.

The LEXSA Committee would like to thank the LPFA for inviting them to attend the evening and chat among the parents who are 
former students of the College, to give them an idea of the many initiatives in which LEXSA is involved and to invite them to become 
a part of the Alumni Association in some way.  Below is an address to the families present on the evening.

“LEXSA was envisaged as an alumni association for students and staff when Loyola first commenced.  As such our membership has          
continued to grow each year for the last 30+ years.  We provide a connection with the school community and give back to the school with 
our ongoing commitment to students and the college.

 Our Reunion Sunday attracts more past students and teachers each year and provides an opportunity for students to come and reminisce 
in a comfortable setting.  It is always accompanied by a tour of the school, which continues to demonstrate the growth of the school and 
receives positive feedback from attendees.
 
We run the annual Classic Car show in February, which this year saw over 150 cars transform the grounds along with live music, activities 
for kids and a fantastic sausage sizzle and coffee van.  We are trialling a Christmas in July dinner at Iggy’s restaurant this year, and continue 
to explore other events to add to our calendar.  We also provide opportunities for business owners to promote and connect through our 
newsletter, and hope to build on this service. These events are intended to connect our community and raise funds to support students 
through scholarships.
 
Like anything in life, these activities do not run themselves, and we have a growing dedicated team of helpers both on our committee and 
helping at events, with promotion or providing behind-the-scenes artwork, phone calls etc.

Current enrolment at Loyola is 56 families where parents are former students, with 11 in this year’s cohort.  We would like to thank the LPFA 
for allowing us to attend their inaugural Year 7 Family Welcome Evening and introduce ourselves to these families”.

Year 7 Family Welcome Evening

 Dianne Cheraghi
(nee Leach L:81-86)
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Good morning staff and students,

I am extremely honoured to be with you all today to provide some worthwhile advice to students of the college. My aim today is to 
encourage you all to work hard in order to meet your own goals, academic or not. 

The advice I can provide to the current year 12 cohort is likely to be common knowledge by now. Every year you hear the phrase that 
Year 12 is a marathon, not a sprint and it is important that you pace yourself throughout the year in order to best prepare for your 
end of year exams. In saying that, it is imperative to have a balance. I managed to continue my casual employment, partake in ACS 
table tennis, play computer games and hang out with my mates. Despite these commitments, I always found time to study, whether 
it is through means of practice exams or creating notes. Scoring highly is not something that comes easily as it takes a great deal 
of hard work, dedication and commitment. Prior to dedicating time to study, you need to set goals. Ask yourself what it is that you 
want to achieve and the means by which you can meet such goals. Adapt your studying accordingly. Goal setting is the easy part 
and it is something you can use as a motivator for your studies or anything else in life that you wish to achieve. My personal goal 
was an ATAR of 95 and this motivated me to dedicate plenty of time to my studies. For me, this included being constantly up to 
date with the classwork in maths-science based subjects and handing in plenty of English Language essays for feedback. Make sure 
to use your teachers as they are an excellent resource and will always be willing to help you. Depends who you get…only joking.

Year 12 is not an easy year and the challenges that it presents can be demanding at times. Especially when, all ofa sudden, you have 
an assessment for every subject all in a s ingle week. Through such challenges, you can strengthen both your resilience and    
self-belief by focusing on your studies. During these times, just think of the goals you have set and know that only if you are willing 
to put the effort in, these objectives can become a reality. Again, this can be applied to anything else that you encounter in life and 
a clear vision of your goals will encourage you to never give up and to remain persistent.
 
To all the other students, although Year 12 is a very important year, it relies on having a strong foundation in the techniques and 
methods that you have developed from previous years. I have always been studious and I believe that the strong work ethic I had 
in previous years has greatly assisted in my Year 12 success. Don’t stress yourself unnecessarily but rather, keep up with the 
demands of your subjects and try to develop an appropriate work ethic. This will greatly assist you for Year 12 and put you at an 
advantage over the rest of the state as you have already developed the skills that you can make use of in your final year. To grasp 
understanding quickly, try to find studying methods that suit you. During earlier years, discover subjects that interest you and 
pursue them, as you are much more likely to perform better in fields that you are passionate about.
 
Year 12 definitely went quickly and despite all the hard work in preparing for exams and assessments, it has been such a good year. 
I would like to thank all of my mates who have made Year 12 so enjoyable and I have thoroughly enjoyed my time in Year 12, 
especially our poker nights which helped with maths. I would like to thank my parents for being supportive of me throughout the 
whole year, particularly for letting me off from setting the table for dinner and for putting no pressure on me during my studies. I 
would also like to thank all of the teachers I have had during my time at Loyola and particularly my Year 12 teachers: Mr Leary, Mrs 
Leutchford, Mrs Murray, Mr Lynch and Ms Whiteroad. These teachers have put in an exceptional amount of time into our classes 
and the expertise they have in their respective subjects has assisted me immensely. 

So, students, it is up to you to put in the effort that you need to reach your goals and you need to be willing enough to go the extra 
mile. Use your goals as a motivator and once you reach your objectives, you will not regret the time you invested. Enjoy the rest of 
your year.

Thank you.



p22

Arrupe House

Conveniently located in close proximity to shopping centres and public transport Only 20km from the City Centre,  10 minute 
walk to Watsonia Station (35mins. by train to the City), Public bus service at the front of the College.
For Bookings please contact the Community Liasion Officer on (03) 9433 0228 

Accommodation is available in a shared living environment, which is
suitable for small group planning days, conference accommodation,
short stays in Melbourne and holiday accommodation.

Arrupe House boasts facilities including 7 private bedrooms,
accommodating 11 people, 3 bathrooms, lounge area with TV and
internet access (Free Wi-Fi), large dining area, modern kitchen and
laundry facilities and an external garden area.
Rental Options
• $40 per person per night; $200 per person per week (7 nights)
Twin Share Options
• $40 per person per single night up to and including 6 nights
• $300 for two people for one week (7 nights-13 nights pro rata)
• $260 (per week) for two people for two or more weeks (14 or more
   nights pro rata)

For hiring of the whole house a rental price will be negotiated upon
application.

Manresa Cottage

Suitable for one person or a couple. Facilities include:
• 1 Double Bedroom
• Self-contained Kitchen/Dining area
• Bathroom
• Lounge area with TV
• Laundry facilities available from Arrupe House on site
Rental Options
• $40 per person per night; $180 per person per week (7 nights)
Twin Share Options
• $40 per person per single night up to and including 6 nights
• $250 for two people for one week (7 nights-13 nights pro rata)
• $220 (per week) for two people for two or more weeks (14 or more
   nights pro rata)

Accommodation in the Cottage is limited to 2 adults. Exception for
children will be considered on a case by case basis.



More than a century after the ANZAC legend was forged at Gallipoli, the sacrifice of Australians in war has again been honoured at 
Loyola College in the 39th year of college history. To commemorate the legacy of those that have fallen before us, the Loyola College 
community gathered in silence whilst our honorary guests processed from the steps of Old Loyola to the staging area, led by The 
Defence Force band with the bagpipes. 

The catafalque party led by Corporal Steele from the Defence Force school of signals entered and assembled themselves at the 
flagpole where the Australian flag quietly rested at half-mast. After a warm welcome and introduction from Mr Favrin who outlined 
the reasons in which we gather on this special occasion, Fr Terry Bergin then lead us in prayer.

Corporal Sarah Archibald was our honorary guest this year and gave us an account of the service in which she has provided to our 
country. Her biography is as follows;

Enlisted into the Australian Regular Army in 1999 after completing high school at Aquinas College, Ringwood. Sarah is the Fourth           
generation of her family to serve in the Army covering WWI, WWII, Vietnam and Iraq.

After initially training as a clerk, Sarah was posted to 1st Combat Service Support Battalion in Darwin. In 2001 Sarah transferred corps and 
retrained in Operational Movements coordinating the deployment of personnel, equipment and stores on Operation Warden, East Timor. 
Sarah was awarded the Chief of the Defence Force Commendation Medal for her dedication and contribution. 

In 2003 after completing promotional courses Sarah transferred to the Royal Australian Corps of Military Police where she was awarded the 
Commandant Leadership Award.

In 2006 whilst posted to Townsville Sarah was deployed, as part of the relief team, to assist in the clean-up and refurbishment of Innisfail 
in Far North QLD following the devastation of cyclone Larry. Later in 2006 Sarah was deployed on Operation Catalyst, to Iraq, as part of 
the Security Detachment Team. Located at the Australian Embassy in Baghdad, Sarah’s role as part of the Security Detachment was to 
provide protection for The Australian Ambassador, Diplomates and dignitaries as they moved in and around Baghdad. 

In 2008 Sarah was posted to the Defence Police Training Centre as an instructor and in 2011 she was posted to the 3rd Military Police 
Company at Simpson Barracks to be close to family whilst battling with the effects of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. In 2014, as a result 
of her PTSD, Sarah was medically discharged from the Army.

Since being medically discharged Sarah has focused on her mental health and the mental health of other veterans suffering the effects of 
war. She engaged with the Chief of the Army and spoke with leading commanders in the Defence Force about the impact of PTSD on 
Military members.

As Part of Sarah’s journey to recovery she represented Australia and competed in the London 2015 INVICTUS games, an initiative        
championed by Prince Harry to support wounded veterans and promote recovery through sport. Sarah won two gold medals at the games, 
one of which was the inaugural gold medal, presented to her by His Royal Highness. 

Sarah continues to focus on her wellbeing and work with other wounded veterans struggling with life post Defence.

Mrs Fiona Devlin
Director of Communications and Events 




