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As another school year draws to a close 
there have been many events and            
activities that have enriched College life. 

The semester commenced with the 
celebration of St Ignatius Day accompanied 
by a great fundraising effort by the 
students supporting their six House 
charities. This is always a great day for 
our community, on which we gather to 
pray together to give thanks to God for all 
that we have and also remember that we 
are called to be part of the mission of the 
Catholic Church to do good for others.

Renovations to the former Performing 
Arts area in Old Loyola are now well 
underway. By the end of this year we will 
have a new staffroom, new meeting 
rooms, three new classrooms and a new 
external covered walkway on the first 
floor. These new areas will make a 
welcome addition to our facilities. We 
have now commenced planning for Stage 
2 of our Masterplan to include a new 
central precinct for the College with new 
toilets, additional change rooms, meeting 
area, kitchen, covered recreational areas, 
and a roof over the basketball courts. We 
hope to commence building works mid 
next year. 

As all would be aware Mrs Adelaide 
McLaughlin passed away on 26 August 
after a long illness. She commenced her 
teaching at Loyola in the year 2000 and 
served our community for 18 years teaching 
in the areas of English and Humanities. 
Many Loyola students would have had 
Mrs McLaughlin as their teacher or 
Mentor over those years.  A number of 
staff represented the College at her funeral 
in August. A plaque in memory of 
Adelaide was installed in our Memorial 
Garden and was blessed at the annual 
Memorial Mass held in November this 
year. May she rest in peace.

As in past years, two Loyola students 
went to East Timor again this year to 
work with the Jesuits in schools in Kasait 
and Railaco as part of the Ignatian 
schools immersion. Similarly 10 students 
and 3 staff went to the Philippines on 
immersion in two schools run by the 
Sisters of Jesus the Good Shepherd. 
These students had wonderful “faith in 
action” experiences which have enriched 
their lives.

This semester we also hosted a considerable 
number of overseas students. In June 
students and staff from a Jesuit school in 
Tacoma USA, Bellarmine Preparatory, 
spent a week at Loyola. In July, 14 
exchange students from Italy and France 
spent between 6 and 10 weeks attending 
classes at Loyola, and in September 
students and staff from our Italian sister 
school IPSSAR Maffioli visited us for two 
weeks. These international visitors were 
hosted by our Loyola families and these 
experiences provided wonderful    
opportunities for new friendships, as 
well as understanding of other cultures 
to develop. 

At the end of this year two staff members 
who have given considerable years of 
teaching at Loyola will retire. Mrs Teresa 
Forytarz will retire after 30 years of 
service to Loyola. During her time at 
Loyola Teresa taught English and 
Religious Education and was a Mentor 
teacher to many Loyola students.           
Mr Randy Schrader will retire after 13 
years of service, where he has taught in 
the Visual Arts area and has been a 
Mentor teacher. We thank both these 
staff members form their service to 
Catholic Education and to Loyola and 
wish them every blessing for the future. 

The Class of Year 12, 2018 finished the 
year well and we now welcome them to 
LCAA. We hope that they will become active 
members of the association in the future.

As this year draws to a close, I take this 
opportunity to thank the LCAA committee 
for its ongoing work on behalf of the 
association during 2018.  As always, I 
encourage more former students to join 
the committee and support the building 
of community amongst our alumni.

I wish all the blessings of the Christmas 
season. I pray that the Christ Child will be 
welcomed with joy into your families, and 
that they may be blessed in the year 
ahead.   I look forward to a great LCAA 
year in 2019.

Dear Companions,

Mr Joseph Favrin
Principal
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We are almost at the end of  
another year, and what a busy year 
it has been.

I would like to congratulate the 
Year 12 class of 2018 on completing 
their exams and wish them every 
success for the future. The alumni 
association is looking forward to 
keeping in contact with you all.

Since the last Companion, the 
alumni association has been quite 
busy, with various functions.

The mid-year dinner was held at Iggy's and the new name for 
the association was launched. The food prepared by the 
students was enjoyed by all in attendance. There are already 
plans in place for another dinner in 2019.

The Reunion was another success, with many past students in 
attendance.  It was also great to see former teachers.

Also in August, the 10 year reunion for the 2008 Year 9 ACS 
Australian Rules Football premiership team was held.  Many 
thanks to the coach of the team, David Miller, for 

organising the night; the players enjoyed watching a replay of 
the game.  It will be great to have this continue with other 
premiership teams having reunions at the college.

Members of the committee have also been discussing how to 
get the Alumni Association name in the school grounds; 
exciting progress has been achieved in this area.

The alumni association can only grow with the support of the 
past students. I strongly encourage all past students to get in 
touch with Monica, LCAA secretary, with ideas for events and 
social gatherings to bring the past students together. 2019 
promises to be another busy year for the Alumni Association.

2018 marks my final year as president of the Alumni Association.  
I wish the incoming president all the best and hope all past 
students support the committee.

I hope all past students and the college community, together 
with the current students and staff have an enjoyable and 
Merry Christmas and a happy 2019.

From the President

Frank Palermo (L: 91-95)
LCAA President

This is a special time of year 
where we welcome the Class of 
2018 to the Loyola College Alumni 
Association.  On behalf of the 
LCAA, I would like to extend a 
huge congratulations to all 
students who completed VCE and 
VCAL on the hard work and 
dedication displayed throughout 
the year.  I wish you the very best 
with future study, career choices 
and all that life outside  secondary 
school has to offer.  

Following the success of the inaugural Year 12 BBQ in 2018, 
our exiting students once again enjoyed a BBQ lunch at the 
conclusion of their final assembly in October.  The students 
were openly appreciative of the LCAA and parent helpers who 
cooked and served the BBQ.  I would also like to thank the 
wonderful team of mothers, as well as LCAA Committee 
member Dempsey Mills (L:12-17), for giving his time to speak 
to the Year 12 cohort at the Assembly and to spend time 
talking to the students afterwards. 

As I look back on a very busy Semester Two, I would like to 
express my gratitude to the Loyola College Alumni Association 
committee for its tireless work in supporting the events and 
intitiatives of the Association and the College.

I would also like to thank our departing President and 
Vice-President, Frank Palermo and Dianne Cheraghi, for their 
commitment to LCAA.  Their contribution of time, support 
and new ideas is much appreciated by the College and me,  
and I look forward to continuing our work together as 
committee members. 

I would like to extend warm Christmas wishes to the LCAA 
membership and the entire Loyola College community.    
Wishing all the joy of family, the gift of friends and the very 
best of everything in 2019.

From the LCAA Secretary

Monica Agius Baron
LCAA Secretary

lcca@loyola.vic.edu.au



The graduating students of 2018 have now ended their six-year journey at Loyola College, and emerged into the world as competent 
and well-resourced young adults. This year’s cohort has shown great enthusiasm and pride in their College, their friendships and 
their studies.  

In Term 4, Year 12s enjoyed a number of farewell activities such as Mentor and House farewells, the Celebration Day Breakfast and 
Parade, the Graduation Mass and Ceremony and, in December, the Graduation Dinner at Melrose Receptions attended by more 
than 600 guests. 

I will remember this year’s graduating class fondly. I will long recall their humour, the anxieties about their studies and leaving the 
safe nest of Loyola College, their compassion for each other and their teachers, and a genuine love of life that they share. I will 
remember the losses and the triumphs of the graduating class of 2018. Year 12s – you are our future health practitioners, teachers, 
business managers, game designers, accountants, plumbers and early learning specialists. Your future is in your own hands now, 
and you’ve been given an excellent start.

It is such a privilege to be a part of the lives of the young men and women who make up the Year 10-12 cohort. 

Shannon Staub 
Years 10-12 Programs Coordinator
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Hello everyone. Today I have been asked to talk to you all 
about leadership and what I learned personally from being a 
leader during High school. 

I was the Year 12 Drama Captain here at Loyola. Now, I really 
enjoyed my final year of High School, balancing subjects I 
enjoyed and furthered my learning, while being involved in 
co-curricular programs. 

For me personally, I knew I needed to improve on my own 
sense of patience and reflection in my final year. Being a 
leader is to first and foremost be honest with yourself and 
have the ability to recognise where there is room for personal 
growth. Once you have set solid foundations for yourself, you 
are able to then move on to helping and inspiring others. 

My leadership role as Drama Captain gave me a great outlet 
to demonstrate my passion and commitment for the arts 
while strengthening my skills in communication and decision 
making. Within this role I quickly learnt that good                
communication goes beyond being able to speak well myself. 
I also needed to have the ability to listen to others and 
acknowledge that nonverbal communication is also 
paramount. How you physically present and conduct yourself 
around others can be greatly effective. 

Now, I also learnt from not being a good leader. Many of you 
will already know what careers you want to follow, whereas a 
lot of you probably still can’t answer the question “So what do 
you want to do once you’ve finished school?” I struggled with 
this. I had many things I was passionate about, and this was 
my problem: picking one thing to commit to. I knew that I 
wanted to pursue are career in the arts, because this was not 
only my passion but also the area I excelled most in.  

I knew that I wanted to move on to further education and 
attend University. I recognised the value in gaining greater 
qualifications and experience in your chosen field of study. I 
eventually decided to study a Bachelor of Creative Arts. It was 
during my second year, however, that I found a new passion. 
A passion for teaching. Helping and educating others. I   
structured my course from this point on to be able to achieve 
the right qualifications to do my Master of Education in 
Secondary Teaching. I can now recognise, looking back, that 
even out of high school I was still building and improving 
characteristics of being a good leader. Being able to make 
hard decisions and prove your capabilities to do so is a vital 
part of being a good leader. 

Your time at High school will set the foundations for how to 
present yourself moving forward into your future. Looking 
back, I can see that taking on the leadership role of Drama 
Captain during my time at Loyola college helped build     
stronger foundations for me to be successful moving into 
higher education. It’s not about having all the answers and 
being perfect from the get-go. It’s about demonstrating 
strong leadership capabilities, while acknowledging and 
accepting that you have space to better and improve yourself 
while in the role. Having the courage to take on a leadership 
role allows you to further your passion for whatever area you 
are in, while also setting yourself an opportunity to improve 
communication skills, strengthen work ethic, hone creativity 
and innovation and develop honesty and integrity to work 
with others, supporting your peers to reach success                 
as a group. 

Continue to work hard, and even if you do not get the             
opportunity to take on a leadership role, such as a captain, 
you can still work hard to become a strong leader, no matter 
what, in your everyday life during High school and beyond.

Luke Condello (L:09-14)

It was a pleasure to welcome Alumni Luke Condello (L: 09-14)
during Term 3. Luke completed his teaching placement

at Loyola and addressed the College body at the
September Full School Assembly.



College Committee

Amelia Dunn
College Captain

Harrison Mills
College Captain

Ella Ryan
Christian Service Captain

Tiarnan Plant
Christian Service Captain

Victoria Mertzanidis
Drama Captain

Celine Poermandya
Music Captain

Sophie Federico
Public Speaking & Debating Captain

Stephanie Fell
Sport Captain

Samuel Philp
Sport Captain

Neve Owens
Sustainability Captain

College Committee

Ebony Clayton
Chisholm House

Laura Spiby
MacKillop House

George Gnafakis
Chisholm House

Jackson Elzink
MacKillop House

Emily Woods
Flynn House

Kimberley Pagniello
McAuley House

Ryan Sturgess
Flynn House

Isaac Bugeja
McAuley House

Claire Russell
Mannix House

Emily Oppy
Xavier House

Elias Patsouras
Mannix House

Nick Collinson
Xavier House
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The annual school musical took place in late July. This year, the students performed “High School Musical” to great accolades. The 
show certainly showcased the talents of our students and the capacity of our staff to develop very high standards of performance 
in the students. Audiences tapped their feet and left the theatre humming.  I was particularly struck by the high energy of the show 
and the underlying message: to be who you are and shine proudly.  I would like to thank the Performing Arts staff for the time they 
generously shared to ensure this high-quality production took to the stage.  A production of this standard takes many hours of 
rehearsal, often on weekends or after school.  Thank you to following staff:  Michael O’Keeffe (Producer), Vanda Tolli (Director). 
Nick Williamson (Musical Director: Orchestra), Gemma Hedger (Vocal Director/Stage Manager) and Lara Thompson (Choreographer) 
for their work. Special mention also goes to parents Debra Bland, Denise Cecchi and Belinda Mertzanidis, who worked tirelessly on 
costumes backstage and helped prepare meals for the students between performances. Without such generous volunteers, these 
important tasks would not get done.  The performance is the culmination of the work of staff, parents and students: community 
building in action. 

Alison Leutchford
Deputy Principal Staff & Operations

High School Musical

p7



Teresa Forytarz and Pina Mastrippolito
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Adelaide was our dear, beautiful friend who we came to know when she commenced at Loyola College in the year 2000.    

Adelaide has enriched our lives in so many ways. Her warmth, kindness, generosity, great sense of humour, infectious smile and 
‘amazing hugs’ will remain with us forever.

Her great loves were: her family, friends, students, reading and travelling. Adelaide shared many stories about her three wonderful 
sons, Jay, Kyle and Toby, who she dearly loved and was immensely proud of. We all loved listening to her regular updates and often 
felt we were very much a part of her family.

As a professional, Adelaide was so deeply committed to the education of young people. She was an outstanding, dedicated teacher 
of English and Humanities, as well as an amazing Mentor teacher. She was so caring and passionate about nurturing young minds 
and broadening students’ knowledge, extending their vocabulary and perfecting their writing skills. 

Students have spoken highly of Adelaide’s dedication and how she always encouraged them to strive to reach their potential.

As true ‘companions on a journey’, we have enjoyed our times together. Our special outings for coffee or lunch were so memorable. 
We would talk and laugh for hours, losing track of time.

In the past two years, our dear friend Adelaide showed great courage as she faced her illness. Her positive approach to life’s 
challenges, together with her determination and faith, was an inspiration to us.

We have been so blessed to have known our beautiful, loyal friend Adelaide and to have shared in a part of her journey. Memories 
of Adelaide will remain forever in our hearts.

Adelaide McLaughlin
9th October 1958 – 26th August 2018



2018 has been another successful year for Loyola Sport. Under the leadership of Sports Captains Ailish Muir and Jake Rizzi, nearly 
900 students have represented the College in ACS Competitions. 
As we continue our drive to build teams that function well, where students understand the values and commitments involved in 
team sport, the processes important in skill acquisition, and the social, physical, mental and leadership benefits of team sports, it’s 
nice to acknowledge our on-field successes.   

ACS Sport 

We enjoyed Carnival successes, winning 4 pennants / cups:
Year 11 Girls Swimming, Year 9 Boys Cross Country, Year 9 Aggregate Cross Country, Junior Girls AFL

ACS Carnivals

While the ACS Summer season is yet to be             
completed for Year 7 to 9 teams, Loyola had 4 teams 
in Senior Grand Finals – all of which won the 
Premiership.

1sts Girls Soccer turned the tables on Westbourne in 
an epic final. After going down 1-6 against           
Westbourne in the final round of the season, the 
girls put in a stirring performance to win 6-3 in hot 
and windy conditions at Westbourne. This means 
that our 1sts Girls Soccer team have now completed 
a 3-peat in 2016, 2017, 2018. This is a historic 
achievement, as no Senior 1sts team from Loyola 
has ever attained this feat. Its amazing to think that 
it took us 20 years to win our first Soccer                 
premiership and we now have 3! 

Congratulations to the 2018 team:
Triple premiership players, Year 12s: Madeleine Bove (Captain), Julia Emmanuele, Ailish Muir, Niamh Kearney, Kate Kearney,      
Dual premiership players: Maddison Grattidge (Yr 12), Aoife Kearney (Yr 11), Elisa Spina (Yr 11).  Year 10s: Jessica Durante,          
Molly Kissane, Trinity Mills, Susie Patsouras, Prabhleen Kaur, Isabella Bruno, Thea Tohme.

Coach: Jose Guerreiro

Aoife Kearney was the Player of the Final.

Summer ACS Sport

Our Winter ACS Sport season included a number of highlights, including the 1st XVIII Football team winning the                     
Overnewton-Loyola Cup for the first time, with Zac Hudson winning the Collingwood Football Club Best on Ground award.

In July, 20 of our best sports women travelled to Adelaide to defend the JACSA girls team sport shield against St.Ignatius College. 
Loyola won the carnival 9 points to 3, with Rebecca Salvaggio winning the St.Ignatius Spirit Award and Stephanie Fell named            
as the Carnival MVP.

The Winter season concluded with Loyola qualifying for 27 Grand Finals, from which we were able to win 12 Premierships. Particular 
congratulations go to the Year 9 Girls Basketball, and Year 9 Boys Football teams, who have now won the premiership three years 
in a row, in Years 7, 8 and 9.  

Winter ACS Sport
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Our other Summer Premiers were: 2nds Boys Basketball, 2nds Girls Softball and 4ths Boys Basketball.
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Senior 2nds Girls Netball, Senior 2nds Girls Basketball, Senior 3rds Girls Basketball, Year 9 Boys Football, Year 9 Girls Basketball A, 
Year 9 Girls Basketball B, Year 9 Boys Soccer B, Year 8 Girls Basketball A, Year 8 Boys Volleyball B, Year 7 Girls Table Tennis,          
Year 7 Girls Basketball B, Year 7 Boys Soccer B.

2018 Winter Premiers (12)

Senior Boys 1st XVIII Football, Senior Girls 1st  V Futsal, Senior Girls 2nds Table Tennis, Year 9 Girls Hockey, Year 9 Girls Netball B, 
Year 8 Boys Football, Year 8 Boys Soccer A, Year 8 Boys Soccer B, Year 8 Boys Volleyball A, Year 8 Girls Basketball B,                             
Year 8 Girls Table Tennis, Year 7 Football, Year 7 Boys Soccer A, Year 7 Boys Volleyball B, Year 7 Netball B. 

2018 Winter Runners-Up (15)

In September, 39 Students received selection in ACS All-Star Representative teams:

In October at the Senior Sports Presentation Assembly, five students received Full Colours for Sport in 2018.
They were: Stephanie Fell, Charlotte Fell, Niamh Kearney, Ailish Muir and Jake Rizzi.

Carnivals 
Swimming  Jackson Car, Kristofer Christou, Stephanie Fell, Bridie Foster, Natasha Panucci
Cross Country  Caden Murray, Joel Woods
 
Summer 
Basketball  Nathan Arcangel
Cricket   Dominic Brennan, Jackson Elzink
Hockey   Francesco Monti , Bradley Russell 
Table Tennis  William McMahon-Puce
Boys Softball  Jack Gee
Futsal   Gabriel Varrica
Touch Rugby  George Gnafakis
Soccer   Madeleine Bove (c), Isabella Bruno, Niamh Kearney, Elisa Spina 
Volleyball  Stephanie Fell
Tennis   Amelia Dunn
Girls Softball  Sarah Johnston, Maria Quadrino
 
Winter 
Football   Peter Jory, Liam Kolar, Patrick Lewis, Samuel Philp, Jake Rizzi, Ryan Sturgess
Soccer   Nicholas Costanzo, Matthew Loutrakis
Volleyball  Daryll Cheche
Tennis   Joshua Nair
Badminton  Alan Sajeev, Ashleigh Mackenzie
Basketball  Stephanie Fell
Netball   Paige Stubna
Hockey   Lily Baz, Sophie Federico 
Table Tennis  Stephanie Sansonetti
Futsal   Niamh Kearney, Elisa Spina
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Twas the end of 1998 when I left Loyola to look for “greener 
pastures”. I was one of two teachers to pilot the very              
successful vertical Homeroom/ house structure at Loyola 
before I left; that now flourishes here. Since leaving for   
Whitefriars College, I have had many new and exciting            
experiences. Whitefriars is a Carmelite run boys school, very 
different to the Jesuit model here at Loyola College. I have 
loved every minute of my move as the environment and the 
atmosphere there is very different. Many opportunities have 
come my way:   leadership roles, developing new programs, 
starting the Vertical homeroom and House system (again 
there), Study skills program and outdoor education, to 
mention a few. Whilst away I have travelled to the US, Europe 
and the UK, as well as returning to my birthplace (Malta) with 
my children and extended family. This has been a very special 
time tracing where I had come from. Visiting relatives I have 
not seen for 50 years and having my own family with me to 
trace our heritage/ history. Priceless memories. My boys 
Daniel and Jacob both studied at Loyola and so, too, have my 
nephews and nieces. I hold many fond memories of my days 
here, and returned this year with my son Jacob (2013) to catch 
up with my students 20 years later(Class of 98). They have all 
developed into amazing individuals and they too hold good 
memories of the times they were here. Loyola was very 
welcoming to we Alumni, and it has developed in leaps and 
bounds into the amazing place it is today. 

Charlie Garzia (L: 86-98)

In Year 12 Physics, a wise man once told me, “Dream big and 
always set your goals high”. Mr Doumtsis’ message stuck 
with me, and so I set my goals as high as they can go. Literally. 
I set them to outer space. 

In less than a month’s time, I complete Bachelor’s degrees in 
Aerospace Engineering and Science, majoring in Aerodynamics, 
Astrophysics and Applied Mathematics (thanks Mr Wambeek). 
These areas of knowledge lend perfectly to pursuing my ideal 
career in something I’ve dreamed of doing since I first 
watched Star Wars many years ago – a career in space vehicle 
design. With the Australian government recently commencing 
work on a national space agency, it seems the stars have 
aligned and my dreams could soon become reality. Until 
they’re ready to go, however, my focus is closer to Earth: 
working in aerodynamic design for aircraft, cars or high-speed 
trains is exciting and interesting.

Since graduating from Loyola in 2013, I have designed            
supersonic aircraft; won multiple basketball championships; 
dabbled in a career as a pizza chef and consequently a   
professional pizza eater, and spent the remainder of my time 
either toiling away at uni or playing video games with the old 
Loyola crew – and along the way, somehow managed to find 
myself a beautiful girlfriend.

The past five years have flown and, once again, another    
chapter awaits after I graduate in the coming months. Much 
like outer space, what the future holds is unknown. Only 
through venturing out into that great unknown can we find 
what we’re looking for.

Jacob Garzia  (L: 08-13) 
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Our baby Genevieve was born late in the day on the 5th of July.  After a full day of labouring, Little 'G' decided that she'd prefer a  
c-section for her grand entrance.  What a grand entrance it was!  Our lives were instantly enriched with her arrival.  

We think Genevieve is a little spunk who is proving to be quite clever… just like her mother.

Lana Pilakis (L:93-98)



As the YEAR of YOUTH comes to an end, I can say, “Wow! Time goes by so fast”. It only seemed like yesterday that I started here 
at Loyola College. This year has been, once again, a very busy year. Being the Year of Youth there were many activities going on, 
involving the Archdiocesan Office for Youth and other Catholic schools around Victoria. The Youth Ministry program has seen an 
increase in the involvement of students from across all year levels, creating strong bonds and the chance to learn off each other.    
It has been an extraordinary experience. Keeping the students engaged can be a big challenge today; however, here at Loyola, 
students seem to be quite generous when it comes to giving back, putting their hands up and having a go. To hear young people 
share their experiences – “best excursion ever” – or to have them ask, “when’s our next event?” does really show that many young 
people today want to be active in their faith and bring an energy to our Catholic Church.  There is nothing more rewarding than to 
see and hear students share their journey of faith and what it really means to be involved in Youth Ministry here at Loyola. Every day 
is truly a blessing as students get to know you, and you, in turn, get the same opportunity to know them better and better. Here’s 
to 2019 being a more wholesome and fulfilling year!

John Tran
 Youth Minister
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A fun night was had by all who attended the Robbie Williams tribute concert at the Watsonia RSL on Saturday 4 August. Our very 
own parent, Louie Feltrin (father of Joel Feltrin 8CMST), generously volunteered to perform. Louie is a seasoned performer. He has 
entertained audiences for over 18 years on radio and TV, and at live venues and festivals. His energetic performance generated a 
sense of excitement and fun in the room which drew guests onto the dance floor. A big thank you to Louie for sharing his talent. 

The Party Boyz band also kept the dance floor very busy and it was evident that there was a great vibe on the night.

Parents enjoyed a three course meal and had the chance to bid on a silent auction and purchase raffle tickets. 
With over 170 tickets sold, a grand total of $6,139.10 was raised, which is a reflection of the commitment and hard work of the LPFA.  
The funds raised will go towards the development of our Loyola Outdoor Precinct area to be enjoyed by the Loyola Community.

A huge thank you to the very committed Loyola Parents and Friends Association (LPFA) for their contribution towards the success 
of the evening, including Dianna Alonso (Community Liaison Officer), Loretta Baker, PK Feain, Kim Garth, Laurie Rigoni, Reena 
Thomas, Bryan Kearnery, Mary Daflis, Angela Barbuto, Sofia Morris, Brendan & Priscilla Carroll, Michelle Garzia and Eli Assaad.  
Thank you also to Mark Leary who was MC on the night and to all families and local businesses who donated so generously.           
The raffles and silent auctions were a huge success.

LPFA – 2018 Major Fundraiser - Saturday 4 August
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At the College Assembly on Tuesday 23 October where, as a 
College, we farewelled the Year 12 Class of 2018 – the Loyola 
College Alumni Association (LCAA) welcomed the students 
as new members.  LCAA committee member Dempsey Mills 
(L:12-17) addressed the Year 12 students.  He began by 
sharing his journey since leaving Loyola College and taking a 
gap year, including various experiences in employment and 
travel.  He spoke of the impact of finishing school and exams, 
and his recollection of feelings at the beginning of 2018 when 
he realised the importance of the relationships formed during 
school years.

Dempsey encouraged the Year 12 students to “put [their] best 
foot forward” during exam period and to work hard at achieving 
the goals set for themselves. He spoke of the self-discipline 

required during the final stages of revision and exams, and the self-pride and development of values which are a result of the hard work 
required during the crucial study period.  Whilst it takes a lot of personal effort to achieve, Dempsey also acknowledged Loyola College 
along with his family and friends in instilling good values.

Finally, Dempsey extended a personal welcome to the Class of 2018 into the Loyola College Alumni Association (LCAA), inviting the 
students to consider becoming an active part of the committee to assist in keeping former students connected with the school 
through events and activities.

At the conclusion of this final Assembly, while the Year 12 students eagerly opened their time capsules, they also enjoyed a BBQ 
lunch provided by LCAA.  This was a great way to welcome our newest alumni into our Association, and we hope to see many of 
them at future meetings and events hosted by LCAA.

On behalf of the LCAA Committee I would like to thank Dempsey Mills for addressing our students, and for his assistance with the 
BBQ and the time he gave to our students throughout the afternoon.  Thank you also to Maria Baker, Veronica Basile, Pauline 
Kearney, Reena Thomas, Christine Tolevski and Melissa Sills, who assisted in feeding 220 students.  Thanks also to Mrs Fiona 
Devlin for her support of LCAA initiatives.

We wish the Year 12s all the very best in the coming weeks with their studies and exams, and also in their future endeavours.            
We look forward to supporting these students in the immediate and long-term future. 

Welcome Class of 2018 to LCAA
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Monica Agius Baron
LCAA Secretary



Iggy’s Dinner

2008 Year 9 Premiership ACS Football Team Reunion 

Dianne Cheraghi (nee Leach)
(L: 81-86)

Anthony Azzopardi
(L: 83-88)

One of the goals of the LCAA committee is to engage our membership with the College 
and with each other.  Having a meal at Iggy’s Restaurant provides the opportunity to do 
both.  Whilst current students are taught the art of food preparation, waiting on tables, 
and general people management skills in a restaurant environment, we get to                
experience a delicious menu, delightfully presented, and catch up with mates from our 
old school years.  We filled two long tables with past students and staff, with some 
parents joining us as well, and the evening ran very smoothly. 

This year we also had the opportunity to launch our new name and logo.  Thanks to everyone who responded to our survey on the 
name change; we hope that this will enable former staff and students to better identify with the Association.  Mrs Alison Leutchford, 
Deputy Principal Staff and Operations, presided over the launch, which we did between main course and dessert in the Functions 
Room.  The new banner and logo were unveiled and a brief speech fitted nicely into the casual atmosphere of the evening.
 
At dinner we asked attendees to complete a short survey about the dinner, venue and possible future events.  The positive respons-
es we received encourage us to run the dinner at Iggy’s again next year.  At the moment I can’t suggest putting the date in the diary, 
as we need to wait for the dates to become available, but we would love to fill the whole venue, which can seat around 45.  It is a 
very affordable night, and from the photos you can see the quality of the meals, so watch out for your invite on the Facebook page, 
the Ignatian or in the Companion.

Loyola College Alumni Association (LCAA) hosted the 2008 Year 9 Premiership ACS Football 
Team Reunion on Saturday 11 August 2018 in Loyola Companions Hall.  Mr David Miller (L:08-) 
coached the boys to the first Year 9 Premiership taken out by Loyola College and pledged to 
bring the boys together ten years later to once again celebrate their victory and relive memories.  
LCAA was delighted to assist with invitations and organisation for the night.  David organised a 
video of highlights of the 2008 football match and the boys were absolutely thrilled to recall their 
experience of the Loyola ACS days. 

Thank you to Frank Palermo, Rebecca Andovoski, Anthony Azzopardi and Aleesia Sotiropoulos, 
LCAA Committee members who kindly hosted the evening, giving of their personal time to 
ensure the boys enjoyed their night.  Thanks also to Rebecca Andonovski again, who ensured 
the boys arrived safely to their next destination to continue the evening. 

Class of ‘88 30 Year Reunion

Thanks again Class of ‘88.   ‘We Rock!!’ Over 50 students and 3 teachers attended our 30 year school reunion held in late October.  There 
was no better venue to celebrate it at than the Yarra Hotel in Collingwood, currently owned by Class of ‘88 student Gavin Perriam.
Full of laughter, smiles and catch-ups the evening was a huge success created by all Class of ‘88 students and teachers on the night.
A special thanks to a small committee: Nicole Lord, Vanessa Hamilton, Tanya Matthews, Kerryn G Rist and now Gavin Perriam.
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Reunion Sunday continues to be our biggest event of the year for members.  Coming up to the event as we prepare, checking 
numbers and organising all the suppliers and particulars for the day, keeps the committee busy.  Monica (our LCAA secretary) does 
the majority of bookings, whilst the committee takes on roles for the day, picking up supplies, manning the bar and welcoming 
guests.  The archives are brought out and dusted off, then memory walls are put around the hall for members to peer over and locate 
their old groups.

As our members start to arrive, the hall begins to fill and the chatter starts.  Sometimes the chatter is faltering at first, as people 
re-establish connections, then gradually it builds up and the hall is abuzz with the catch-up.  It is always interesting to see the different 
dynamics of particular year levels and the numbers of students who return.  We often get one or two year levels that swell the 
numbers.  As the years go by, we are also noticing more and more of the staff coming back.  It is lovely to see them and to read about 
their adventures since leaving Loyola in ‘Where are they now’ in the Companion.

Although we target particular year levels for the reunion each year. (we send invitations to students from 5, 10, 15, 20, 25  and 30 years) 
the committee would like to remind members that they are always welcome to come to Reunion Sunday.  It is an open invitation to all 
members each year.  There may be a group of students that connected one year, from the same or different levels, for a particular event 
or due to a significant milestone in the community and they want to celebrate their umpteenth anniversary; you can let your friends 
know, and if you want help getting in contact with others from the group, let us know via the secretary and we will try to help get the 
word out.  We are always open to queries and ideas; as a committee we look forward to opportunities to reconnect our community.

Each Reunion Sunday of late has seen new additions to the school and so at each tour, which we provide at the end of the reunion, 
members are able to see what remains the same, what has changed, and what has been added to.  This year the new Magis Performing 
Arts Centre was on display; this facility, being newly completed in 2017, is now being used by students and the public on a regular 
basis.  It is another great asset for future students to enjoy and for the community to access.  It has been well-appointed and crafted 
and if you have not had the opportunity to see it yet, then look forward to that on your next Reunion Sunday tour.

Thank you to all the staff and committee who make Reunion Sunday such a success and thank you to the members for staying in 
touch.  If you have been to a recent reunion and wish to provide us with any feedback or suggestions for the day or for future events, 
please contact our secretary at LCAA@loyola.vic.edu.au.  From myself and the committee, we wish the 2018 graduating students all 
the best as they wrap up the year and we welcome them as our newest members.  I would also like to extend a warm wish to everyone 
for a safe and happy Christmas and New Year and look forward to 
connecting in 2019.

Dianne Cheraghi (nee Leach)
(L: 81-86)
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The end of an epic era of 
teaching has come for 
one of our longest- 
serving members of staff. 
As she starts to wind 
down for the year, I asked 
Teresa to look back on 
some of the highlights of 
her career in the hope 
that we could all learn a 
few things about life, 
teaching and the      
evolvement of education.

Teresa initially wanted to 
be a journalist and    
showing great initiative 

in Year 11, she made an appointment with the Herald Sun 
editor at the time to discuss the future of journalism. Without 
giving too much away about the interview, Teresa decided to 
instead, pursue a career in teaching.

But what to teach? It made sense that with an affirmation 
from her Year 9 English teacher, who told her she had             
exemplary skills in reading and writing, that she would teach 
English as her primary subject, and so her love of teaching 
literacy started to bloom. Teresa’s career began as a primary 
school teacher and, given her own Catholic education in both 
primary and secondary years, it would be in the Catholic 
Education system that she would stay for her entire career. In 
those early days, Teresa recalls class sizes that were too big 
and there were many combined composite classes to teach 
where differentiation in the classroom was paramount. She 
looks back fondly on memories of teaching young preps to 
read and write, and to count in maths. Whilst today’s teaching 
remains a demanding profession, Teresa remembers how

Teresa Forytarz (L: 88-18)

tiring the work was in those years with energetic primary 
school children. She went on to teach grades prep right 
through to grade 6 and now has a career that spans prep to 
Year 12 VCE teaching. 

Teresa believes that the most significant change to education 
over her career was when textbooks for grammar and spelling 
in primary education were abandoned in the 70’s and 80’s, 
and the teaching of phonics, grammar and spelling were 
replaced with new ideas. It was around this time that digital 
technology was introduced into the curriculum.

In terms of Loyola, Teresa’s memorable moments have been 
the purchase of our Old Loyola building, the development of 
Cardoner, Companions Hall and the Magis Theatre have been 
significant developments that have shaped the College in    
her time.

Teresa has worked with many great staff over the years          
and lost some along the way such as her dear friend                         
Adelaide McLaughlin.

Teresa has enjoyed teaching over her whole career and the 
daily interaction with students has been the most important 
aspect. Every day is different and seeing the growth of her 
students into fine young men and women over those six years 
are the constant highlights.

Finally, I asked Teresa what advice she would give to teachers 
entering the profession today. She would encourage us all to 
remember that all students are individuals and should be 
treated with respect, having empathy is vital, being consistent 
in all approaches is essential and being a good role model is 
an important responsibility.

Fiona Devlin
Director of Communications and Events



As a gifted artist, Randy 
has shared his skill and 
experience with students 
and staff at Loyola 
College for 13 years and 
will now retire at the end 
of this year. Over the 
years, Randy has made a 
great contribution to 
athletics, as well as 
designing and building 
wonderful sets for the 
College Musical Production. 
As a member of McAuley 
House in all of his time 
here, students would 
always look forward to 
his annual farewell draw-
ing on the white board in 

the Montserrat building.  Randy’s skills and his calm, warm 
demeanour will be missed at Loyola, so I sat down and had a 
conversation with him to reflect on his career.

When asked if he always wanted to be a teacher, Randy 
commented on several interesting things. He had the opportunity 
to do other areas of study at university, but instead chose the 
go to teachers college as it included a three-year government 
studentship which allowed him to own and run a car and 
enjoy more of his leisure time. He also remembers enjoying 
the camaraderie of likeminded people at college where he 
majored in Physical Education and Art. After graduating as a 
qualified PE teacher in the state primary sector, Randy began 
his teaching career at Burbank Primary School in Reservoir in 
1976 as an Art Specialist and later took on the role as a PE and 
district sports coordinator. He thoroughly enjoyed these early 
years where he taught all junior levels, from prep through to 
Grade 6. Later he progressed into senior leadership and was 
appointed Deputy Principal.

Before coming to Loyola, Randy took twelve years out to work 
as a commercial designer, so I asked him to tell me about 
those years. Leaving state primary teaching at age 40, after 
teaching for 20 years and, his first non-teaching job was as a 
design artist for Davenport Clothing Company creating all the 
images which were printed onto garments and yardages. He 
was then approached by Warner Brothers to be their Australian 
artist for merchandise and promotion before moving on to 
establish his own business, “Toonco”, working successfully 
for twelve years designing for clients such as Warner Brothers, 
Disney, Cadbury/Schweppes, Arnotts, the AFL, Foxtel and 
more. Randy also created promotional and packaging images 
including mascots for The Brisbane Lions, Sydney Swans and 
Freemantle Dockers, the 2006 Commonwealth Games 
mascot, and packaging mascots including the Tiny Teddies, 
Humpty Dumpty, Yogo Gorilla and foils for the Cadbury and 
Red Tulip and the Nestle Easter Bunny. It is fair to say that 
Randy was a well sort-after designer.

Randolph Schrader (L: 05-18)

So, what brought Randy back to teaching? Around the time he 
was considering changing direction and winding up the 
business, he was offered a full-time ongoing position at 
Loyola to teach Visual Communication in 2006, and it was 
here he would remain. In this time, his most memorable 
moments have been his connection to the students at all year 
levels and gaining a great deal of satisfaction and pleasure 
from seeing students reach milestones and create beautiful 
presentations that they could be proud of. Randy has always 
had a great time on camps and retreats building relationships 
with staff and students outside the classroom. One of my 
memorable times in particular was hanging out with Randy on 
Year 12 retreat, building a great play list of songs to be played 
throughout our time, and watching the amazing drawings he 
could create just by sitting calmly on the beach sketching the 
world in front of him. 

One of the most memorable legacies that Randy will leave us 
with at Loyola College is his extraordinary talent in singing. 
His version of Oh Holy Night at the staff Christmas Mass 
every year brings tears to the eyes of all who have the privilege 
of listening to him. Randy has really enjoyed the special 
connections he has made with the staff members at Loyola 
and lives by the motto that ‘nobody cares how much you 
know, until they know how much you care’. A great message 
for all of us.

Fiona Devlin
Director of Communications and Events
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Celebrating 5 Years

Daniela Curcio Mathew Lee Clark McEvoy Steven Melville Grant Morgan

Celebrating 15 Years

Mark Arnavas Alex Fragapane Mark Leary Jenny Murray John Turner

Celebrating 30 YearsCelebrating 25 Years

Emma D’Agostino Teresa Forytarz Peter Keegan Pina Mastrippolito

Kieren Prowse Judy Snelleksz Lara Thompson Valentina Traikovski Fotini Veis

Celebrating 10 Years

Leanne Cortis  Victor Dalla-Vecchia Joseph Favrin Melissa Fox Michael Gowan Fiona Joyce Gerald Kuhlmann

Stephen McCarthy David Miller Linda Pavia Joanne Pritchard Lia Ray Michelle RInaldi
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Weddings at Loyola
The St Ignatius’ Chapel 

and the Chapel of the Irish Martys 
are available for Wedding Ceremonies

Further enquiries should be directed to
 Mrs Leanne Cortis (Principal’s Personal Assistant)

9433 0207 or cortis@loyola.vic.edu.au

Iggy’s Restaurant

Located at Loyola College, Watsonia, Iggy’s Restaurant operates on
Wednesday and Thursday evenings under the watchful eye of experienced

Hospitality trainers, the VCE VET Hospitality students gain skills and
experience in the kitchen and serving front of house.

325 Grimshaw Street Watsonia
Three course meal: $38

Licensed - Beer and Wine served

RESTAURANT DATES ARE POSTED ON THE
COLLEGE WEBSITE, OR CALL FOR BOOKING 9434 4466

We Continue to keep the past students and teachers who are no longer with us in our prayers. 

*staff       + Year of death

John Asta  (L: 87-89)  +1993
Clint Barratt (L: 90-92) +2018
Heath Barratt (L: 92) +2003
Timothy Branagan (L: 80-84) +2009
Gary Andrew Brandt (L: 83-85)
Antonio Chirico (L: 97-03; 09-15) +2015*
Stephen Clarke (L: 88-92) +2005
Jane Katharine Connor (L: 81-83) 1998
Kristine Corcoran (Reilly) (L: 84-89) +2008
Matthew Cunningham (L: 84-86) +1986
Angelique D’Agostino (Portelli)  (L: 87-88) +2006
Paul Garbellotto (L: 89-90) +2011
Aileen Dark (L: 90-01) +2008)*
Fiona Frances DeLeeuw (Robinson) (L: 82-86) +2000
Neil Donahoo (L: 82) +1982*
Cherylene Doutch (Fuehrer) (L: 81-82) +2011
Jace Dufty (L: 93-94) +1994*
Jenny Dussi (L: 87) +2011
Karen Louise Gilbert (Quix) (L: 84-87) +2012
Craig Gourlay (L: 94-99) +2012
Adam Hibbert (L: 89) +2001
Ann Maree Heenan (L: 83-86) 
Brian Heenan (L: 85) +2000
Gabrielle Louise Herrin (L: 86-90) +2015
Kylie Houghton (L: 98-03) +2008
Brian Jory (L: 81-83) +2008*
Natalie Juricevic (L: 96-01) +2006

Christopher Kenny (L: 99-04) +2011
Tegan Kennett (L: 98-02) +2011
Glen Kramer (L: 88-93) +2001
Simon Tranis Lavingdale (L: 88-89) +1998
Joan McGarry (L:83-07) +2016*
Adelaide McLaughlin (L:00-18) +2018*
Massimo Midolo (L: 97-02) +2015
David Mundy (L: 84-87) +1989
Helen Murray (L: 80-86) +2013
Jennifer Nailer (L: 84-89) +1991
Francine Nihill (L: 82-86) +1989
Ross Pannuzzo (L: 81-85) +1988
Sonja Pecnik (L: 82-87) +1989
Mark Pollock (L: 89-94) +1995
Cathy Price (L: 85-89) +1991*
Michael Proctor (L: 84-85, 89-98) +2013*
Marie Therese Robinson (L: 85-01) +2001*
Nello Regnani (L: 85-03) +2007*
David James Schlenker (L: 88-01) +2012*
Cameron Smith (L: 86-91) +2009
Gaetano (Nino) Spina (L: 82-86) +2009
Phillip Sykes (L: 90-95) +2013
Kathryn Taylor (L: 93-98) +2016
Annalisa Tonietto (L: 84-01) +2001*
Paul Nicholas Walsh (L: 89-94) + 1996
Tim Weatherhead (L: 07-09) +2014 *
Andrew Williams (L: 87) +1989
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The VCAL program is an alternative senior program for students interested in commencing their career pathway while completing 
their final years at school. Students are involved in project-based learning at school on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday and attend 
VET Training and Work Placement on Wednesday and Friday. Students’ career pathways are diverse and include carpentry,      
plumbing, electrical, hairdressing, beauty, early childhood, automotive, landscaping, hospitality, audio-visual and IT. 

At school VCAL students work on many different projects where they have developed skills in teamwork, problem solving,            
communication and planning. Some of the project highlights include:

     • Mother’s Day Succulent Pop-Up Store

     • SYN community radio weekly on-air sessions

     • Shed construction

     • Veggie patch redevelopment 

     • Café Sudano

     • Responsible Service of Alcohol Certificate

     • Barista and Food Handling Training Certificates 

     • First Aid Training

     • AFL Umpiring Certificate

     • Certificate II in Small Business

Students undertake work placement one day a week where they get an opportunity to develop the skills they are learning at school 
and VET. They get their ‘first break’ in their chosen career and for many they meet people with the same passions and interests        
as them. 

The aim of VCAL is to encourage students to develop work and personal skills that will assist them in moving into their future 
pathway. 
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VCAL Coordinator



Once again, St Ignatius was looking upon us on Tuesday 31 July 
when despite the forecast and contingency plans in place, we had 
a burst of summer sun shine down on us for our annual               
celebration day. The College community gathered in high spirits 
to celebrate.

This year our College Theme is Walking with others. St Ignatius 
Loyola (1491-1556), founder of the Society of Jesus (also known as 
the Jesuits) and College Patron, lived a life of prayer and service 
to others. He referred to himself as the pilgrim and those around 
him as companions – friends in the Lord. The 2018 College 
Theme, Walking with others, reflects St Ignatius’ humility, the 
trust he put in his companions and the necessity of working 
together as a vibrant faith community.

Our day started in the Loyola Companions Hall with Mass 
celebrated by Fr Sasha Bermudez SJ, Fr Terry Kean and Father 
Gerry Healy SJ. As we departed the hall, we were blessed with a 
beautiful day to complete our walkathon and walk with others for 
our 7km journey.

As the students returned to the college they were able to collect 
their free lunch token. Lunch this year was a huge variety that the 
St Ignatius Day committee, aka LSC members, decided on.

Fiona Devlin
Director of Communications and Events




