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Loyola College
325 Grimshaw St
Watsonia 3087
Victoria Australia

Phone: 03 9434 4466     
Fax: 03 9432 2476

Email: office@loyola.vic.edu.au

For additional information please
contact the Secretary of LCAA:
on 9433 0767 or
email: lcaa@loyola.vic.edu.au

As we approach the end of the first 
semester, we are at the halfway mark of 
2019 and I am in awe of how quickly this 
first semester has come to an end with 
all the various activities and events that 
have taken place at Loyola.

This year we enrolled the largest number 
of Year 7 students in the history of the 
College with 251 students starting the 
school year.  This decision was taken as 
a result of the high demand for places at 
Loyola, and is a clear indication of how 
popular the College is in the community 
in terms of its reputation as a place of 
learning and care.

The LCAA Classic Car show held on the 
College grounds in February this year 
was an outstanding success and I wish 
to congratulate the committee for all 
their great work. We had the largest 
number of vehicles on show in the   
history of this event.  I met many past 
and current students on the evening 
which clearly has become an important 
event on our calendar.  

Stage 1 works in the Old Loyola Building 
where the former Performing Arts areas 
were once located have now been 
completed.  The ground floor was 
converted into a new social staff room 
and meeting area and the first floor into 
flexible learning spaces. 

The new staff facility has been named 
The Tony Chirico Staff Centre to honour 
the memory of Mr Tony Chirico who 
served Loyola so faithfully over many 
years before his untimely passing.  The 
Blessing Ceremony was conducted by Fr 
Brian McCoy SJ, Provincial of the Austra-
lian Jesuits and the building was official-
ly opened by Fr Steven Rigo, Chair of the 
Canonical Administrators of the 
College. Stage 2 of the Master Plan 
which will see the redevelopment of the 
centre of the grounds into a community 
precinct will commence later this year 
and we are currently awaiting local 
Council approval to proceed.

I note that the annual LCAA reunion 
dinner at Iggy’s will be held in June this 
year.  I hope to be able to meet many 
past students at this event. 

As always, I encourage you to support 
LCAA in its efforts to build our network 
of past students.  I look forward to many 
of you attending on our Reunion Day in 
August this year and invite your ongoing 
support of Loyola College.

Dear Companions,

Mr Joseph Favrin
Principal
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As we approach June I am amazed 
at how quickly this half of the year 
has come to an end, with all the 
various activities of the LCAA and 
wider College community. I would 
like to welcome the Class of 2018 
to the Association. Congratulations 
on completing your secondary 
school studies; you did it! It is my 
hope that you get in touch with us 
at the LCAA.  Drop us a line via 
social media or email to let us 
know what you are up to.  

Another successful “Classic Car Show” held in February had all 
of us at the LCAA hitting the ground running, with current 
families, former students and the wider community enjoying 
the fantastic vehicles on display on a wonderful night all round. 
My personal thanks to all committee members and the College 
community for the support and organisation of this event; in 
particular, LCAA Vice-President Anthony Azzopardi who works 
tirelessly promoting and coordinating this event. 

Members of our committee were pleased to meet former 
students who are now parents at the annual Year 7 Family 
Welcome Evening held in April. As a group of alumni, it is great 
to see fellow former students continuing the educational 
tradition with the College, and we look forward to building upon 
our connection with these former students and their families.

On June 27th at 6pm in Iggy’s Restaurant, the LCAA                  
is holding its annual Alumni Dinner, an event that             
allows us all as former students to connect and socialise over 
a meal wonderfully prepared by current hospitality students. 
We are also celebrating 10 years of Iggy’s Restaurant.                
I, along with other committee members, look forward to        
an enjoyable evening.

Loyola Reunion Sunday will be held on 4 August at                
Old Loyola in the Functions Room. The afternoon will    
involve celebrating the classes of 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004, 
2009, 2014 and 2017. This is a great day to reconnect with old 
friends and teachers, sharing our connection of a past Loyola. 
All past students and teachers are welcome. Please RSVP       
at www.trybooking.com/ZZSB.

We at the LCAA are always on the lookout for fresh faces to 
join our committee, and I encourage all of you to get in 
contact with us if you would like to be involved. Thank you to 
all former students and current families and staff for your 
support of the LCAA; I and the committee look forward to 
having a conversation with you at one of the numerous 
events on our calendar still to come.   

From the President

Troy Flores (L: 08-13)
LCAA President

 

I would like to welcome our 
newest addition of two hundred 
and seventy-seven members to 
the Loyola College Alumni           
Association - the Class of 2018.      

I look forward to assisting in 
providing an ongoing association 
and support network to these 
students and fostering the 
continuing connection with 
Loyola College.  On behalf of the 
LCAA Committee I wish the 
graduate students congratulations on completing their 
secondary school studies and best wishes for future endeavours.

Welcome also to our new committee members, Yolanda 
Cauchi (L: 89-94) and Michelle Morgan (L: 89-94), who are 
current parents at the College and who have already brought 
valuable ideas and assistance to LCAA.

My thanks to Anthony Azzopardi for his hard work in overseeing 
the one hundred and fifty-plus cars that adorned the College 
grounds on February 15 at the Classic Car Show.  Thank you 
also for the dedicated assistance of committee members and 
Loyola College staff who gave their Friday evening to work 
together to make this event such a success.  

The Community Engagement area of the College has recently 
launched a new and exciting opportunity on the College 
website - The Loyola Community Business Directory.  This is 
a free service to our alumni community.  More information 
can be found on Page 19.  We hope many LCAA members will 
find value in advertising in or using this free service.  

You can now follow LCAA on Instagram to keep up to date 
with events and activities as well as a look back at Loyola from 
the eighties to today!  Find us at @lcaawatsonia

From the LCAA Secretary

Monica Agius Baron
LCAA Secretary

lcca@loyola.vic.edu.au
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Congratulations to the Year 12 students of 2018 on the results they achieved last year in VCE and VCAL studies.  

Particular congratulations to the College Dux for 2018, Francesco Mercati, who achieved an ATAR score of 97.25, and Proxime 
Renee Shannon, who achieved an ATAR score of 95.25. The hard work and effort of all staff who worked with last year’s Year 12 
students is to be recognised also, as the quality teaching, guidance and support contributed greatly to the success of the group.

In 2018 Loyola College is proud to announce a 100% success rate in VCAL.

This year’s theme, ‘Companions in the spirit of Ignatius’, inspires us to be Companions to others as we journey 
with them through life. The origins of the word Companion are connected to the French word of the same 
meaning, ‘copain’. When we break up this word we see the prefix ‘co’ meaning ‘with’ and ‘pain’ meaning bread. 
A companion is someone with whom we share/break our bread. Ignatius invites us to consider with whom in 
this world are we prepared to share our bread? 

Ignatius is referring to Jesus and the Last Supper, where Jesus shared bread and wine with his followers, his 
companions. In the scriptures you see many examples of Jesus sharing food with others in dialogue. He does 
not discriminate; he chooses to eat with the poor, the outcasts, the rich, the sinners, the good and those 
perceived to be bad.  All are welcomed into conversation with Him to eat at table. And so it is with us and our 
community here at Loyola. The challenge is for each one of us to be companions of Jesus like Ignatius was, and 
to invite all to our table in open dialogue. 

Top 5% of Year Level in 2018
(Results published with permission)

Companions in the spirit of Ignatius

Francesco Mercati
97.25

Renee Shannon
95.25

Deni Groom
94.10

Claire Pasquali
94.00

Marcus Caspersz
92.55

Aoife Whelan
92.55

Jake Bottomley
92.15

Athira John
92.15

Ricardo Huang
91.95

Nicholas Manolis
91.55

We can be companions in so many ways:
• Offering friendship and compassion to the most vulnerable
• Taking someone by the hand and guiding them and, in doing so, building that person’s capacity to love and serve
• Assisting others in striving to take a path of service
• Simply being with another person, walking alongside them, spending time with them as they journey in life
• Sharing a meal or time with someone with whom you would not normally associate. 
• Helping those whom we encounter to never feel alone, to know that there is always someone there for them,
   especially in the most difficult of life’s moments.



Good morning/afternoon Mr. Favrin, staff, students and guests, 

The topic of my reflection is:  It is not where your start that counts. What matters more is where you finish.

I am extremely delighted to have the opportunity to share some thoughts with you today. Personally, 
I believe that the accomplishment of being awarded Dux of the 2018 cohort has taught me that 
everything can be achieved if you really believe in it, through the principles of consistency, hard work 
and most importantly a balanced lifestyle.

It was after hearing the speech of Julian Cirianni, last year’s dux, that I was inspired to work hard in 
order to achieve the same goal.  I hope that my words may inspire you in accomplishing your objectives 
whether they may be curricular or extra-curricular.

Managing your time effectively is a particularly important step in achieving goals in your hectic high 
school study schedule.  For me this included a daily early morning before school exercise routine at the gym. Waking up early in the 
morning allowed me to pace my activities throughout the day which created space for additional study time during the afternoon.    

My schooling career began in Italy in the city of Perugia. At the age of thirteen, as a student of the middle high school “San Paolo” in 
my town I was a typical student who, had the potential to perform well. However, I had not yet found a way to fully dedicate myself to 
learning. I believe that many of you may have heard these words from your parents or teachers at some stage. At the age of 15, my 
approach to studying and learning underwent an important change. While attending a lunch in which many. professional people were 
gathered in the company of my grandfather, a well-known surgeon in our home town of Perugia, one of his colleagues posed the 
question how his grandson Francesco was coping at school. Pausing before he answered, my grandfather responded by saying “He 
has all that he needs to succeed, but still hasn't quite found the right path”. Subconsciously, from that moment onwards, something 
in my mindset was significantly transformed. I felt the need to not only live up to my family`s subtle expectations, but to create a better 
future pathway for myself.

One year later, my grades had improved significantly, and I felt that I had finally discovered my love of learning which was fuelled by 
my ongoing spirit of curiosity.  At the age of sixteen, after having visited Melbourne multiple times to visit my Australian family, I was 
given the opportunity to move to Melbourne. This was in order to improve my future prospects, given the greater work opportunities, 
and to keep pursuing my personal goals. Perhaps, one of the greatest difficulties to overcome at this time was to leave what I was 
comfortable and familiar with, particularly my Italian family, friends, and my mother language, Italian. In summary, it was almost like 
starting all over again. I certainly wouldn’t have made it without the support of my existing family in Australia who assisted me in 
becoming integrated into the Australian culture and to provide the support of a family environment.

The next important milestone was deciding on where to attend high school. After the open day at Loyola College and listening to       
Mr. Favrin’s words of presentation, I immediately felt that this was the right place for me. One of the highlights of this experience was 
the willingness of the staff and fellow students of Loyola College to welcome newcomers such as myself from a different culture and 
background experience. 

An important advice I would like to give younger year levels is to pace yourself by implementing regular and disciplined study habits 
and maintain your study momentum. This will enable you to more efficiently attain your goals and achieve a balance between your 
study and recreation.  Another strategy that I found particularly useful throughout my entire course of studies was that of maximising 
the time spent in class. We students often tend to take this time for granted. In reality, it is an opportunity to maximise our learning 
whether it be from writing notes, doing exercises or getting feedback from teachers. By making the most of our time in class we create 
more space for necessary rest and recreation during the afternoons and weekends. Finally, don’t be afraid to ask questions if something 
seems unclear. 

My teachers always made time to answer the hundreds of questions I bombarded them with. Poor Mr. O’ Sullivan, Mr Wambeek, Mr 
Kuhlman, Mr. Doumtsis and Mr. Lynch, I wore them out!  For the year 12 cohort, this will be a year that you will remember very fondly 
throughout your life. From my experience, time goes incredibly quickly, so it is fundamental to make the most of it. Take one step at 
a time as this will allow you to open the doors to your future. I would like to thank my parents for showing me support throughout my 
year of studies and for not putting pressure by having high expectations on my results.  I would also like to thank my friends with 
whom I’ve shared time at the College, the memories shared will never die.  Moreover, I would like to thank of all of the teachers I have 
had throughout my two years spent at Loyola college for their great encouragement and for always believing in me. Particularly, I 
would like to thank my Year 12 teachers: Mr. O’ Sullivan, Mr. Wambeek, Mr Kuhlman, Mrs. Mascia, Ms. Campana, Mr. Doumtsis, Mr. 
Lynch, Mr. Dalla Vecchia, Mr. Calderone, Mr. Valentino and my mentor teacher Ms. Mas. I would like to finish this reflection with a 
quote from the famous Wartime English prime minister, Winston Churchill who said, “Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the 
courage to continue that counts”.

Whether things are going well to your studies or whether you have a couple of setbacks it is critically important that you find the     
determination to keep going. And remember it is not where your start that counts what matters most is where you finish. 

Thank you for listening and enjoy the rest of your year.
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What matters more is where you finish”
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The 2018 Annual Awards Evening was held on Friday 7 December 2018 in the Loyola 
Companions Hall, and was another successful evening attended by over 800 guests 
comprising staff, students and their families.  Our special guest this year was past student 
Mr Nikolaas Kostraby (L: 09-10).  Congratulations to all students who received awards or 
a 2019 scholarship at this annual event, which showcases some of the outstanding work 
that students do throughout the year and motivates them to continue to strive for the 
magis and be of service to themselves and to others in the community.  

We were grateful to our wonderful Jazz Band led by Victoria Mertzanidis (KAMM).       
Thank you to our Director of Music, Mr Nicholas Williamson, and our Head of Performing 
Arts, Mr Michael O’Keefe, for directing and organising the students who were performing 
on this evening.

We had many special guests in our presence; Colonel Michael McMahon, who awarded 
the Australian Defence Force Long Tan awards to Jake Rizzi (KJJF) and Hannah Wilson 
(XSVA); Mr Michael Nolan, presenting the St Patrick’s Old Collegians Association 
(SPOCA) award to Laura Spiby (KCVE); our local Federal MP Mr Colin Brooks; Ms Donna McMahon, Chairperson of the Loyola 
College Board and Fr Terry Bergin, Parish priest of Our Lady of the Way Kingsbury.  We also thank our scholarship representatives 
and sponsors: Mr Adam Centorrino from Centorrino Technologies, Ms Melissa Gardner from Mee’s Bus Lines, Mr Frank Palermo 
and Mr Troy Flores from the Loyola College Alumni Association (LCAA), and Ms Kimberley Garth and Mr Mark Monteneri from the 
Loyola Parents and Friends Association (LPFA).  Thank you also to the many generous sponsors. 
 

This is the highest award a Loyola student can receive and is presented annually to a Year 
12 student. The medal is awarded to a student whom St Ignatius would have happily had 
as one of his companions. We congratulate Maria Quadrino (L:13-18) on being the recipient 
of the Insignis Medal in 2018.

Insignis Medal 2018

This medal is awarded to a current or former student who has given service in a pastoral 
or leadership capacity and has shown loyalty and commitment to the College throughout 
his/her time as a student. Congratulations to 2018 recipient Anthony Azzopardi (L: 83-87).  
Anthony is a former student of Loyola, current LCAA Vice-President and father to                 
Alexander (11KMLE) and Samuel (9GCW).

St Ignatius Medal

This medal is awarded to a current or former staff member, Canonical Administrator or 
chaplain who has given service in a pastoral or professional capacity and has shown 
loyalty and commitment to the College for an extended period of time.  Congratulations to 
Mr Mark Leary on receiving the Loyola Medal in 2018.  Mark is a long-standing teacher at 
Loyola College and father to Heather (L:03-06), Adam (L:05-10) and David (L:10-15).

Loyola Medal

This medal is awarded to a current or former parent or College friend who has given 
service in a pastoral, professional or leadership capacity and has shown loyalty and 
commitment to the College for an extended period of time. We congratulate Mrs Debra 
Bland, mother of Timothy (11KCVE) and Joshua (8KCGS), on being the recipient of the 
Jesuit medal in 2018.

Jesuit Medal 

Congratulations to the recipients of the following four very important awards presented on the evening:
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Twenty Visual and Performing Arts students embarked on the ‘Art as an Experience’ study tour to the USA during the Term 1 break. 
The tour took place over 14 days visiting Los Angeles, New York and San Francisco. The tour’s aim was to expose students to a 
world where their interests and talents in the Arts were seen in a wider professional context. Students participated in over 30       
workshops and experiences, many of them having direct relevance to the students’ classroom studies.  

In Los Angeles the students visited Warner Bros studios, the Broad Museum and participated in an improvisation drama class at 
the Stella Adler Academy of Acting. A highlight for many was standing on the stage of the Dolby Theatre, the home of the Academy 
Awards. Students also took part in a behind-the-scenes tour of Disneyland and were involved in a workshop where they planned a 
Disney musical looking at structure and form.

In New York, the tour group was able to create art work at the Guggenheim and the Museum of Art and Design. Film locations were 
also studied at key locations in Central Park and other locations in New York. Students also planned and shot an episode of a 
sitcom in a movie-making workshop. In addition, the students attended multiple Broadway productions including ‘Mean Girls’, 
‘Dear Evan Hansen’ and ‘Beetlejuice’. 

New York also included a visit to famous monuments including the Statue of Liberty, Wall Street and the September 11 Museum. 
Students participated in Q & A sessions with Broadway producers, actors and musicians. The group walked the Brooklyn Bridge 
and did a graffiti tour of the Lower East Side. 

Students also spent a morning at our name-sake school, Loyola, located on the upper east side of New York. Throughout the morning 
they attended classes and ate lunch with their new friends in the school cafeteria. 

In San Francisco the group visited Alcatraz and a baseball game, along with some last-minute shopping.  

The tour was a totally immersive experience, one that many will never forget. The tour plans to run again in 2021.
 

Mr. Michael O’Keeffe
 Tour Leader and Head of Performing Arts



Set against the backdrop of the beautiful Old Loyola building, the Loyola College Alumni Association once again hosted the annual 
Classic Car Show in the grounds of Loyola College last Friday 15 February.  This is the major fundraiser for LCAA and enables the 
Association to sponsor student scholarships and awards at the end of the year. 

The Loyola and wider community enjoyed a lovely evening with something for all the family at the free event.  As always, hardworking 
LCAA Committee members ensured the BBQ kept everybody well fed.  Former student Johnny Yacoub (L:90-95) provided coffee 
through Fatyak Mobile Café, and wine tastings were on offer from Fundraising with Wines.  Children enjoyed a jumping castle, 
gelato and face painting thanks to our Youth Ministry students. One hundred and fifty-seven cars were on display and were expertly 
co-ordinated by former student and current parent, Anthony Azzopardi (L:83-87) and his team from Classic Cruiser Car Club.

Live entertainment was provided by former student and solo artist Jacob De Leo (L:12-17) accompanied by Aidan Hubber (L:12-17) 
and current student Joel Feltrin (10CMST).  Thank you to Nick Williamson, Head of Music for his assistance with the set up and 
organisation of students for the event, and to Elmo Trapani (12MMBM), James Trapani (10MPZA), Julian Galgano (12FHPL) and 
Victoria Mertzanidis (12KAMM), who also entertained with a great set of blues music and a showcase of vocal talent.

A huge thank you to the LCAA Committee and volunteers including Judith Lane and family – Jason, Nerys & Charlie, Anthony & 
Bianca Azzopardi, Frank Palermo, Dempsey Mills, Michelle Morgan, Yolanda Cauchi, Troy Flores, Rebecca Andonovski, Dianne 
Cheraghi, volunteers - Kathy Ahern and Natalie & Cameron Phillips and Loyola staff – Dianna Alonso, John Tran, John Turner, Fiona 
Devlin and the College Maintenance team- who assisted on the evening with set up, cooking  and ensuring the evening was a 
success.  Thank you also to Joseph Favrin for his support of the event and for presenting the Principal’s Prize in memory of Tony 
Chirico (L:97-03, 09-15).    

Monica Agius Baron
LCAA Secretary
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Loyola
Reunion Sunday

Celebrate old friendships with a glass of wine & finger food,
photo displays and a tour of the College.

Gift for all attendees

Free Event!

Celebrating the Classes of
1989   1994   1999   2004   2009   2014   2017
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Twenty years since Yr. 12 Graduation at Loyola College, Leila 
finds herself in a bustle of family life with her husband Eugene 
and their six children – Nathan (12), David (11), Angelica (10), 
Samuel (8), Anastasia (7) and Alana (4).  They are regularly 
asked in public, “Are they all yours?”  Their answer is, “Yes!  
It’s crazy but God has truly blessed us.”  

Gone for now are the days of graduating with a Bachelor 
degree in Engineering (Product Design) at Swinburne and 
working at OddBall Pty. Ltd. designing and making toys!

After 7 years voluntarily serving in ‘Youth For Christ’ ministry, 
there was a surprising but delightful career change into high 
school teaching.  It felt like a natural progression since she 
found a love for teaching the faith to young people.  During 
2002 – 2006 she taught Design Technology at Melbourne 
Grammar School (boys), then St. Joseph’s, then finally full 
time Religious Education and Wood/Food Technology back at 
Loyola College from 2004-2006.

Amidst growing more in her own Catholic faith, she found 
Eugene who would become her husband and partner in 
raising 6 beautiful children and married now for over 13 years.  
Being a ‘Stay at home Mum’ has truly been a challenging but 
rewarding vocation.  God has been instrumental in giving her 
courage to raise them.  Her small business, ‘Lei Cherish’ was 
founded and she created and sold online personalised 
wedding stationery while nursing newborns.

Leila overcame her battle with PND (Post Natal Depression) 
and found after baby 5 that getting back into her art and 
fitness played a big part in recovery.

Leila loves to dance, dance, dance!  Since 2014, she dropped 
2-3 dress sizes and went on to become a Les Mills ‘Sh’Bam’ 
group fitness instructor and later a Zumba latin dance instructor.  
It has brought so much joy in helping others find their love for 
dance, love for health, self-care and encouraging other women 
and mothers 

Leila Maddela  (nee Lapena L: 91-96)

Today, Leila is having fun being an active high school Casual 
Relief Teacher.  She is grateful for all of God’s blessings and 
living life to the full!

Leila’s association with Loyola College has extended beyond 
her secondary school years as a casual relief teacher and in 
2019 as a parent to Nathan 7/AMDA.
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Matthew and I met in 2006 in our sport at the time, karate, and were engaged in 2016.  In 2018 we were married, and the wedding 
day was perfect. After two years of planning the big day and the many stresses of planning a wedding, our wedding day arrived, and 
we were both beyond excited to be starting the next chapter of our lives together. 

On November 10, 2018, we arrived at St Brigid’s Catholic Church for our ceremony in which we became husband and wife, followed 
by a reception at Aerial in South Wharf where we celebrated with our family and friends, who travelled from New Zealand, America, 
New South Wales, Queensland and Perth to be with us for our special day. 

In between the ceremony and the reception, we spent time down Collins Street, Melbourne taking many photos with our bridal party 
and eating way too many McDonalds nuggets ordered by the Groomsmen. 

It was an enjoyable day that went so fast.  We spent the night chatting and dancing with all our friends and family celebrating the 
amazing milestone in our lives.  We felt so blessed to have such an amazing group around us and wouldn’t have changed the day 
for anything. 

We have since moved to Perth and are enjoying exploring this wonderful city. 

Lauren Coombes (nee Poci L: 04-09)

@lcaawatsonia
INSTAGRAMfollow us on
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Stephen John Lonsdale (L:02-07) commenced studying Physics at the University of Melbourne after graduating from Loyola.          
On 10 December 2018 he obtained a PhD in Theoretical Physics and commenced his search for research positions all over the 
world, proudly supported by his family and friends.

Stephen was accepted to begin a research position at the IBS Center for Theoretical Physics of the Universe (CTPU) in Korea 
commencing in August.  The duration of the job will be at least two years; maybe three. His family and friends wish him well for this 
exciting opportunity.

Congratulations to Stephen from the Loyola College Alumni Association.

It was an exciting start to the year in the Visual Arts faculty, with fantastic results across awards season for work completed in 2018. 
A collection of student work was exhibited in March during Catholic Education Week at the Annual Art Show in East Melbourne, 
with artworks from Bridgette Balzarolo (L:13-18), Aidan Hoyne (L:13-18), Danielle Ripper (12 F/PTM) and Harrison Mills (12 F/SKE) 
on display. From this exhibition, Bridgette Balzarolo’s artwork, an animal portraiture series captured in biro pen, was awarded the 
Zart Art Award for the Senior category.

The annual Top Arts exhibition also opened in March at the National Gallery of Victoria’s Ian Potter Centre in Federation Square, 
with Antonia Salazar (L:13-18), having her artwork selected. Top Arts showcases the exceptional work of students who have completed 
Art or Studio Arts as part of their VCE, comprising only 47 students selected from thousands of applicants across Victoria. 

The Loyola College Alumni Association continues to provide an ongoing association and    
support network to the graduate students of Loyola College.  Part of this support is the        
recognition of achievements of alumni in their endeavours beyond secondary school.

Visual Arts Achievements
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On Friday 29 March 2019, staff, students and invited guests gathered to celebrate the official blessing and opening of the Tony 
Chirico Staff Centre and the refurbished classroom/teaching spaces on the first floor of the north wing of Old Loyola.  Renovations 
began in mid-2018 on what was previously the Performing Arts faculty of the College - the downstairs Dance and Drama rooms and 
the Music room and Mannix mentor rooms on the first floor.  The downstairs space has been remodelled into a large, modern, fully 
equipped kitchen complemented by a large communal gathering space for staff during recreation time, as well as a perfect                
accommodation for full staff meetings.  This beautiful facility is a testament to our College looking after staff wellbeing and, as we 
know in any organisation  when staff wellbeing is of high priority, outcomes and productivity are higher.

The afternoon was attended Fr Brian McCoy SJ, Provincial Superior of the Society of Jesus to bless the Tony Chirico Staff Centre, 
accompanied by Fr Steven Rigo who celebrated the official opening of the first floor refurbishment.  Special guests of honour   
included the family of Mr Tony Chirico (L:97-03, 09-15, +15).  Also in attendance was the Member for Hawthorn and Founding 
Principal, Mr John Kennedy, accompanied by wife Bronwyn Lane and the Member for Bundoora and current parent, the Honourable 
Colin Brooks.  The Loyola Choir and Loyola Jazz Band performed reverently and beautifully throughout the ceremony.  A lovely 
afternoon tea to celebrate the occasion as a community was also served at the conclusion of official proceedings

Once again Loyola College welcomed international guests from sister schools in France and 
Italy during Term 2.  Four teachers and seventeen students from Saint Jean Baptiste de la 
Salle in Avignon, France arrived on 2 May for a busy fourteen-day visit.  A full schedule was 
arranged to ensure that our guests enjoyed a full Melbourne experience.  Visits to the City, 
Puffing Billy, Victoria Market and Phillip Island were among these experiences; as well as 
seeing an AFL game and most importantly – kangaroo spotting.  A special dinner, prepared 
by our Hospitality students and staff, was also organised in the Functions Room to             
recognise the host families, students and staff from both Loyola College and Penola College 
and to celebrate the lovely memories and friendships forged during this bi-annual visit.

At the conclusion of the French visits, we welcomed six students and two teachers from the 
IPSSAR Maffioli – a Hospitality training school in Castelfanco .  Food was the main focus of 
this visit for these Hospitality students with daytrips to William Angliss Institute; the Yarra 
Valley for a Winery & Cheese tour,    Chandon Winery, Yarra Valley Chocolaterie & Ice 
Creamery and the Yarra Valley Dairy.  Sightseeing visits to Phillip Island and Churchill Island 
to experience farming activities were also included in the itinerary.  The highlight of the visit 
was an amazing meal prepared by the Maffioli students and their teacher in Iggy’s.  
Students then gained an insight into the Australian Hospitality Industry, completing two 
weeks of work experience in high end restaurants in Melbourne CBD.

Monica Agius Baron
LCAA Secretary

Monica Agius Baron
LCAA Secretary
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2019 marks the tenth year of operation of Iggy’s Student Training Restaurant at Loyola College.  Set in the beautiful, historic Old 
Loyola building, the restaurant has provided hundreds of VCE/VET Hospitality students with excellent training opportunities in 
service and food preparation.  In their first year of training for their certificate, Year 11 students learn to manage front-of-house, 
including dining room design and setting, as well as customer service.  The Year 12 students enrich their hospitality skills in the 
preparation of delicious meals to provide guests with a fine dining experience.

In addition to twelve sittings from May through September, the restaurant is host to a number of events including                        
House Dinners, hosting international guests from sister schools in France and Italy, as well as the annual Loyola College          
Alumni Association Dinner.

The restaurant was officially opened on 5 March 2009 with an address by Mr John Ormond Kennedy, Founding Principal (L:79-07), 
a blessing by Fr Justin King SJ (L: 55-59, 01-09, +17) and a meal served in the restaurant.  This event saw the completion of the 
Hospitality project which began in 2006 with the refurbishment of the south ground floor area of Old Loyola to include, in                
addition to the Student Restaurant, the Food Technology room, a commercial kitchen and the Functions Room which is the       
venue for the annual LCAA Reunion Sunday.
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Jonathan Prout & Dinh Tran

William McMahon-Puce
12/KCVE

Singapore is the technology hub of South-East Asia, and it 
proved to be the perfect location for Loyola’s inaugural STEM 
tour. During the Term One break, 24 students and 3 staff 
members embarked on an amazing tour that will live in their 
memories forever.

Mr Tran had spent two years planning this trip, and it was 
certainly full of wonderful new experiences that were enjoyed 
by all.  Every day was action-packed, as the students were 
whisked from one tech activity to the next using the fantastic 
Singapore Mega Railway Transport. 

There were so many highlights.  Our students were given the 
opportunity to learn how to fly a 747 from inside a flight      
simulator.  Each student was given the opportunity to take off 
and land the plane.  Our students had a tour of the              
spectacular work displayed inside the Art-Science Museum, 
which is a modern marvel of science and technology and 
resembles a blossoming lotus.  

There was a visit to the Science Centre, where everyone took 
part in a DNA workshop and then had free time to discover 
the interactive exhibitions at the Centre. We especially enjoyed 
the Tesla Coil demonstration, where Mr Prout was placed in a 
cage and zapped with 3.5 million volts of electricity. 

According to year 12 student Andrew, his highlight was the 
Zero Latency Virtual Reality World, where the students spent 
the afternoon forming teams to save the world from a zombie 
apocalypse.  Bailey Grollo was the star player.  Other 
highlights included the Gardens by the Bay, the Cloud Forest 
and the Flower Dome, the Spectra Light and Water Show, and 
the view from the Skypark on top of the Marina Bay Sands.

Another day was spent at Futuropolis, where scientists and 
engineers are working to map the city of tomorrow.  It was a 
mind-boggling display of soon-to-be released technology.  
Students saw new forms of bendable lighting, sustainable 
fans, 3D screen projectors and a brain/computer interface 
which monitored stress levels, whilst students were able to 
control the computer by winking or raising their eyebrows.

Two days were spent on Sentosa Island, and students loved 
the opportunity to ride Segways, experience the iFly which 
simulated being dropped out of an aeroplane, having luge 
races and ziplining 450m from one island across to another.  
Of course, Universal Studios was a highlight with the spectacular 
Transformers ride.  It did not take long for the students to 
nickname their teachers “MegaTran” and “Optimus Prout!”  
That night we watched the spectacular Wings of Time show, 
full of laser lights, water fountains, pyrotechnics and 3D 
projection effects all synchronised to music.

Tours such as this one offer so much to our students. It was a 
great opportunity to experience a modern Asian culture.  The 
shopping was so much fun, and the food was sensational.  
Watching the students’ attempts at using chopsticks was a 
great source of entertainment. Thank you to the staff who 
gave up their holidays – Mr Tran, Mrs Murray, and Mr Prout. 
But also, a very big thank you to the parents who generously 
allowed their child to have an experience of a lifetime. 

The Singapore STEM was an amazing, engaging and 
eye-opening adventure full of new experiences and culture to 
understand. Every day was jam-packed, having us take in every 
aspect of the wonderful city, from the busy streets of China 
Town and Little India to the vast landscape of the gardens by 
the bay and Cloud Forest. 

The tour gave everyone an opportunity to experience       
emerging technologies such as the zerolatency free-roam      
VR (virtual reality), 5G communications and AR-enabled    
applications and developing technologies to be used in          
industry. Sentosa island was a highlight for many with         
Universal theme park, the Luge, adventure water park and a 
massive sound and light show, Wings of Time.  

The tour was a massive success and praise must go to the 
teachers Ms. Murray, Mr. Prout and especially Mr. Tran for 
initiating the trip back in 2017 and making it all possible  
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A fun night was had by the 150 people who attended the event on Friday, 26th April.  A buzz was felt in LCH as parents and students 
signed in and introduced each other. With a fun ice breaker game to get know each other to start the night, the pizzas were then 
served. We were very fortunate to have two great performances by two lead cast members from the Addams family.  Congratulations 
to the Carrol family for winning the raffle for a family ticket to see the Addams Family. The night concluded with some very  yummy 
gelato.  A big thank you to the LPFA for their assistance in making the night such a great success.

Thank you to Vice President of the LCAA, Anthony Azzopardi, who addressed the parents and shared his experience as a former 
student and current parent at Loyola College.  He welcomed our Alumni parents present on the evening and encouraged them to 
attend the activities organised by LCAA, particularly the Classic Car Show which is a fantastic family event.

Loyola College is fortunate to be part of a community with so many successful, entrepreneurial and creative people, and we have 
now created an exciting opportunity for you to advertise your family or personal business and trade to the Loyola community via 
our new business directory on our website. We would like to support our growing parent/guardian and alumni community by 
providing a free advertising opportunity that all our Loyola College community can benefit from.

Members of the public and our own community will be able to search for a service that they may need and will be able to find you 
in our directory.

If you would like to take up this opportunity, please use this link www.surveymonkey.com/r/QMSM655 to add your details.

For any enquiries related to this service, please contact Mrs Dianna Alonso, Community Liaison for parent/guardian enquiries 
(alsonod@loyola.vic.edu.au) or Ms Monica Agius Baron, Alumni Secretary, for alumni student enquiries (lcaa@loyola.vic.edu.au).

Please Note: Loyola reserves the right to only accept Business Directory entries that are compatible with the ethos of the College. Advertising 
in the Loyola College Business Directory does not imply endorsement or representation by Loyola College.

Year 7 Family Welcome Evening

Dianna Alonso
Community Liaison Officer
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More than a century after the ANZAC legend was forged at Gallipoli, the sacrifice of Australians in war was again honoured at Loyola 
College in the 40th year of College history. 

To commemorate the legacy of those that have fallen before us, the Loyola College community gathered in the Loyola Companions 
Hall (LCH) on Wednesday 24 April 2019. This year, we were blessed with the presence of Fr Lenin, assistant priest of St Mary’s and 
patron of Chisholm House; Ms Terrie Earle, representing member for Bundoora Mr Colin Brooks MP; our guest speaker was 
Colonel Michael McMahon and he was accompanied by his wife Lieutenant Colonel Andrea McMahon; Mr James Stephen, the vice 
president of the Watsonia RSL; The Defence Force School of Signals Catafalque Party and we were also grateful for our own Loyola 
Army Cadets who were proudly on duty.

The catafalque party, led by Corporal Adam Hoff from the Defence Force School of Signals entered the LCH and assembled       
themselves in front of the stage at the flagpole where the Australian flag quietly rested at half-mast. In my introduction I reminded 
our College community that it was with great sadness that today we continue to have countries at war and innocent lives are still 
being lost and or forever traumatised by the narrow and blind sighted view of minorities that choose to calculably mastermind such 
terror and cause harm to others. In such recent times as that in New Zealand and the past weeks with Sri Lanka, resulting in terrible  
suffering and needless loss of life. Our thoughts and prayers are with all those suffering loss, grief and injury at this time.  Students 
were reminded that in this community, we can all play our role in creating harmony and peace amongst each other and respect 
those who have gone before us to teach us these valuable life lessons.

The Loyola Cadets were outstanding in their representation to their various services in army and air force, as well as their duties and 
proud commitment to Loyola College throughout the service. They participated in the prayers of intercession and laying of the 
wreath, which was beautifully prepared by Mr Favrin. They were under the outstanding leadership of Daniel Capuzza (11 KCVE).

The Loyola Defence Force Army cadets are:

Also involved in the ceremony were the students in the Loyola Voices, led by Ms Gemma Hedger, who sang both the Australian 
National Anthem and the New Zealand National Anthem as well as Mrs Rachael Patrick, Head of Humanities, who read the ODE.

Fiona Devlin
Director of College and Community Engagement

• Daniel Capuzza (11 KCVE)

• Stella Caruana (11 ASNP)

• Keira Treglia (11 KCMC)

• Pascal Samfat (11 CLOS)

• Connor Gamberale (10 MDA)

• Harry Willits (10 XJGA)

• Nathan Wein (9 KLHA)




