
 
 
 

 
 
1424 Friday 29 May 2020 
 
Dear Members of the Loyola College community, 

Over the last fortnight we have been preparing for the return of 
students and staff to onsite learning with our seniors and some Year 
10 students returning to normal classes this week. It is indeed good 
to have them back and the College is starting to feel normal again 
after their long absence. 

Year 7, 2022 Enrolment applications 
A reminder that these applications which apply to children currently 
in Year 5 are due on Friday 21 August 2020.  Please forward 
applications to the College Registrar. We still have limited 

vacancies for Year 7, 2021 should families be aware of anyone interested in applying for 
next year. 

Covid-19 and Return to School 
As students return to school it is essential that they maintain the hygiene requirements 
as set out by the government to minimize any spread of Coronavirus. There are posters 
around the College in all rooms reminding staff and students of good hygiene practices. 
I am pleased to report that students were indeed very happy to back this week and have 
settled back smoothly into classes and face to face learning. 

End of Semester Assessments 
In the next few weeks, all students will have some formal assessments in preparation for 
the end of semester reports. While there will be no mid-year examinations, I still urge all 
students to work their hardest and give of their best to ensure good learning takes place 
and that these efforts are recognised in their reports.  

This Trinity term is peaking with four important Church feasts: The Ascension, Pentecost, 
Trinity Sunday and the feast of Corpus Christi (the Body and Blood of Christ) being 
celebrated in the weeks ahead. The focus of these feasts is to remember that Jesus is 
with us in our daily lives and walks with us in all that we do. His Holy Spirit has come into 
the world, his real presence is ongoing in the Eucharist that we celebrate at Mass and 
that we receive in Holy Communion.  

This coming Sunday is Pentecost recalling that the Holy Spirit gave the apostles an 
‘experience of God’, an experience that changed their lives forever. It gave them a new 
and deeper understanding of God that nurtured in them the courage to proclaim the Good 
News of God’s unconditional love through Jesus our Saviour. May we too be so moved 
to experience God in a new way during these challenging times and be the Good News 
to others around us. 

Joseph Favrin 
Principal 



FROM DIRECTOR OF COLLEGE & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

 
Upcoming Events  
A reminder that we have cancelled all college events during this term. We are still conducting Parent Committee meetings (LPFA, 
PWP, LCAA) along with some Co-Curriculum activities over MS Teams. While there has been some easing of restrictions, the 
small number of people we are permitted to have in one space does restrict us in running many of our major events. In the next 
Ignatian we will update you on the status of calendared events for term 3.  

Communication Survey  
Shortly we will be sending home a survey to gain feedback from our families about the way we communicate. This survey includes 
all areas including email, social media, our LMS system and more traditional forms of communication. I encourage all families to 
complete the survey.  

2019 Loyola College Annual Report 
The 2019 Loyola College Annual Report is now available on our website. This report  provides a wonderful snapshot of the College 
and is presented under a number of headings including College Profile, Professional Engagement and Key Student Outcomes for 
the 2018 academic year. There is a great deal of good news in our Annual Report and Loyola College continues to be proud of all 
it achieves in all aspects of our students’ development in association with our families and staff members. 

FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL IGNATIAN MISSION & IDENTITY 

 
The Church’s Year – Opportunities for reflection 
Last Sunday was the feast of the Ascension of our Lord. Jesus’ 
disciples were left feeling bereft, so much so that they locked 
themselves away, fearing an uncertain future – despite Jesus 
promises of the coming of the Holy Spirit. Words are one thing, but 
it is really the experience that counts. 

Hence, this coming weeks feast of Pentecost, which the Church 
celebrates as its birthday, is remembered as the moment of 
emboldment – the followers of Jesus taking up his challenge to be 
Christ in the world… a challenge we always have before us. 

In this week’s Ignatian, I have included Fr Steven Rigo’s homily for 
the feast of the Ascension in which he discusses “letting go” and the 
growth that can happen as a result. Fr Rigo is chair of the canonical administrators of Loyola College and the parish priest of St 
Mary’s Greensborough, St Thomas the Apostle North Greensborough and Sacred Heart Diamond Creek. 

Letting Go and Openness to Change – Father Steven Rigo, Homily for the Feast of the Ascension 
I find that one of the hardest things to do in life is to “let go”, especially when I’ve invested so much of my time, work and my 
very self into something that I have to let go of. As a priest, it happens as you move from one parish or community to another, 
because it’s not just about leaving the work you’ve done for someone else to continue, it’s about letting go of people who have 
become very dear to you. 

But we all come to times in our lives when we have to let go; from the moment of what must be the excruciating departure from 
the womb. You as parents let go of your child each time and increasingly as they start kindergarten and then school, then their 
buying their first car and then their moving away from home and a little of you [the parent] dies each time. 

And even for you, as children, you have to let go and trust as you start kinder and then school, then leaving home, etc. We have 
to let go of friends when they move away and sometimes there is the extremely painful letting go when someone dear to us 
dies, but through all those “letting goes” we grow and develop, not the way we would have planned, but we do. 

Resistance to letting go slowly makes us die, because we’re not prepared to work with change that brings life. Letting go 
demands of us change – change of my status quo in attitudes, positions I’ve held, behaviour, even the very understanding of 
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myself and my identity – what makes me who I am. This letting go is also the challenge for our society and global community as 
we approach a post-pandemic world. 

Serious questions need to be addressed in economics, politics, work structures, relationships between nations and people that 

call for a new order, new ways of living and working, because if we resist change and only want to go back to where we were, 
we will die. Life demands change, and for change to be life-giving, it needs to engage creative imagination that not only focusses 
on good outcomes, but ethical, moral and compassionate means of getting there that engenders growth. 

The feast of the Ascension is the feast of letting go and of growing. Jesus has finished his work especially of forming the 
community of disciples and it would have been hard for him to let go of them to have them continue his work of bringing God’s 
love alive in the world. For the disciples, it would have been extremely heartbreaking to let go of their teacher, friend and the 
one who opened their lives to so much more than what they had before. 

But they grew, and after Pentecost when the Spirit of Jesus fired up their hearts and minds, they were able to do the very things 
that Jesus did. Never in their wildest dreams would they have thought that they could. But apart from the letting go, there’s 
another aspect to this feast – the work of Jesus in forming the disciples. 

What Jesus leaves for us is the task of continuing to form people in faith, to develop people’s, relationship with God. 

That is why our Catholic schools are an important aspect of our ministry as church – to form and develop holistically young 
people for life that includes a receptiveness and responsiveness to God by being in relationship with him. 

The challenge for us, as it was for Jesus with his disciples, is to do that well, knowing that the Spirit assists us - and then letting 
go so that they put into practice what they have learnt from our witness to our faith. 

The simple words of today’s Gospel are the very last, most important, words that Jesus spoke to his apostles when he left them 
at his Ascension. These are the words that lay out the work that Jesus most wanted the apostles to do after he had gone; these 
are the words that tell us, most simply and clearly, the full, final intention that Jesus had for us; these are the words that express 
the deepest reason for why there is a church and why we are Christians. 

That is, the church, you and I exist, as Christians, for the sole purpose of being the visible, physical, concrete presence of Jesus 
here and now in the world. 

By our whole lives, by everything we say and do, we are witnesses of the immense meaning of the fact that a loving God has 
given all people the fullness of life, even unto eternity, through Jesus Christ. We are witnesses of this because we know that 
this is the good news that gives complete meaning to the whole of human life. 

We are witnesses of this because we know that throughout the rest of history even to the end of time it is only through us that 
the world can know and enjoy this same astounding truth. 

This is the one work of the church; this is the one reason why we are Christians; this is the one message and mandate of the 
feast of the Ascension in all its compelling directness: “You are to be my witnesses” It is as simple, clear and concise as that. 

In the meantime, he was relying on them (and now on us) to make sure that the Gospel was preached and lived. And in this 
time, it is beholden upon us to be open to the Spirit who can guide us to consider what are the things we have to let go of, and 
let ourselves be enlightened by that Spirit who can engage our creative imagination to be authentic bearers of the Gospel in 
these times. 

The mission is to bear witness to the Good News of Jesus to the ends of the earth, to go into all nations of the world and proclaim 
the good news to the whole creation - The universal reach of this mission is clear. The message of Jesus is meant to be good 
news in the ears of all people irrespective of nationality or culture. 

Given the fact that till date many nations have embraced other religions in preference to the gospel and still others reject 
Christianity, maybe it is time to ask: Are these people rejecting the message of Jesus, or are they rejecting the messengers and 
the way in which they have presented it? 

Maybe we’ve spoilt the Good Story in the telling and the living? How can we tell the Good News anew, and how can we live the 
Gospel authentically as we embark on a new era in history? 

 
This fortnight’s Examens (Click on the photos) 

 
From the College Captains 

 
From the Mackillop House Captains 







FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL STUDENTS 

 
After so many weeks (7 weeks to be precise) of teaching via our screens and trying to gauge student interest in the lesson that 
has just been delivered, we are looking forward to slowly having all our students back on campus. In the last two months or so, we 
have all experienced change in different ways, and while undoubtedly there have been many challenges for us all, I would also 
hope that there have been many positive experiences that we can all be grateful for. So, as we look forward to a new start, let us 
consider what experiences we will continue to hold on to, as well as embrace new opportunities. 

As we begin to move forward with restrictions being lifted, we are very conscious of observing those restrictions which permit us 
to have staff and students back on campus. These include: 
 If a student is unwell, s/he must stay home – this includes fever, shortness of breath and/or flu-like symptoms 

such as coughing, sore throat, or runny nose.   
 Wash hands thoroughly & regularly 
 Avoid handshakes & hugs 
 Avoid gathering in large groups  

As part of the restrictions students: 
 Will not be able to use the drink taps at school, they will be required to bring water bottles from home. 
 Hand sanitisers have been placed in all rooms and soap containers have been refilled in toilet areas.  
 Classrooms and other areas in the school will continue to be cleaned on a more regular basis.  

Finally, I would like to leave you with the following quote from Pope John Paul II:  
Let us remember the past with gratitude, live the present with enthusiasm, and look forward to the future with confidence. 

FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 
Application for accelerated subjects in 2021 
In Term Three our Year 9 and 10 students will be considering their Year 10 and Year 11 subjects. There has been a change in 
the application process for students who seek to do an accelerated subject in the following year. 

Current Year 9 students 
A number of you will consider taking on a Unit 1 and 2 Subject (Year 11 subject) in 2021. Acceleration requires demonstrated 
consistent high academic achievement and an ability to take on the demands of an accelerated subject. Therefore, a student will 
need to be committed to their studies, well organised and can meet deadlines. English will be one of the subjects that the student 
needs to demonstrate a consistent high level of academic ability. Semester Two reports will be checked for maintenance of 
consistency in academic effort. 

An invitational letter, from myself will be sent out to our top students and their families explaining the process for acceleration and 
applications will be completed online. 

Current Year 10 students  
An invitational letter, from the relevant Head of Learning, will be sent out to students currently studying a Unit 1/2 subject. 
Acceptance for Unit 3/4 is not automatic. Letters will be sent to students who have been able to sustain a high level of academic 
ability and meet the demands of the accelerated Unit 1/2 Units.  Students will need to re- apply for acceleration and depending on 
results acceleration may or may not continue. 

The subject selection process takes place in early Term Three for all of our students and once again students will be asked to 
complete their subject choices online, with your guidance. All Year 9, 10 and 11 students will meet with a senior member of staff 
to discuss their choices. Parents and guardians are invited to this interview and a letter outlining the process will be sent towards 
the end of this term. 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) 
Please read the information below which outlines the NCCD process and the data collection requirements for all students with 
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additional needs. Names of all students identified are forwarded to the Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM) at the beginning of 
August.  

Our priority is to consult, and work in collaboration, with parents, wherever possible to ensure that we are supporting each individual 
child with additional learning, medical or emotional needs to ensure the best outcome for them at school. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the NCCD process, please do not hesitate to contact Anne Stringer on 9433-0245. 

FROM ICT MANAGER 

ICT News - Cybersafety Part 5: Cybersecurity – “Who goes there, friend or fiend?” 
Is Facebook, and other social networking technologies, a tool for evil or for good? Both, actually. It is a great way to keep in touch 
with friends and families, particularly those overseas. But unfortunately, it is also a medium through which scammers hope by ply 
their nefarious trade – or influence election voting! 

What should parents/guardians be teaching their children to help keep them safe as they navigate their online world? 
1. Keep their contact information and location private or protected by privacy controls;
2. Never send pictures to strangers;
3. Passwords are private (except to parents);
4. Don’t trust anyone in cyberspace unless you know them personally;
5. Don’t post or email any picture that they would not want the world to see;
6. Don’t post or email any material containing hate speech, alcohol or drug references. This may be detrimental to their future

job prospects;
7. Agree on downloads. What apps are okay? Which video sites? What games?
8. Encourage critical thinking. They should ask "who posted this and why?" This will help them find trustworthy information,

and it will also help avoid online scams that deliver spyware and viruses directly to your home;
9. Don’t respond to unpleasant or suspicious communications. If it is of a criminal nature, save it and report it to the police;

otherwise, trash it.
10. Remember that parents/guardians are role models and as such they need to be mindful of their own online habits;
11. Keep channels of communication open. Prevention is better than cure.

How do you protect yourself from online scammers? 
When you engage in online social networking, you may post pictures of yourself, make catch-up plans with friends, and generally 
chat about what you have been up to and where you have been. 

But, sadly, it also offers a plethora of unscrupulous individuals and organised cyber crime syndicates an irresistible opportunity to 
gain access to people (e.g. via Facebook, Twitter, online gaming or via email) in an attempt to exploit and defraud them of their 
money, or influence them in some way for some political gain.  

Scamming is where one person, a cyber thief, pretends to have a legitimate financial need and exploits the generosity and naivety 
of another in order to obtain that person’s bank account or credit card details, with the ultimate aim of ripping money off that person. 

How effective is a home antivirus at stopping electronic scum and villainy such as viruses, worms and trojans from infecting and 
spying on the home computer and passing personal information back to cyber criminals? The truth is that there is no antivirus 
software or firewall in the world that is capable of securing confidential data on a computer if these details are unknowingly and 
freely offered to phishing scammers! How? Read on… 

Ever gone fishing? You cast out a line and wait for a bite. Hopefully, the hook does its job and, hey presto, you have a catch! On 
the Internet this is called ‘phishing’ – same sound, different spelling; one is legal and the other is not, at least in most developed 
nations. It is what cyber criminals do – they try to trick children (and adults) into freely handing over their parent’s or their own credit 
card details. A firewall is useless in this situation. 

What’s interesting about this type of scam is that it is not asking for money; actually, it is asking to put money into your bank 
account, and promises to then withdraw it at a later date but leave some money in there as a ‘thank you’ for being so 
accommodating. But do not be fooled! If the person is a stranger, then the person is most likely not a ‘friend’, but a ‘fiend’, intent 
on convincing you to allow them to basically give their money away to you for nothing, when in reality what they really intend to do 
is steal money out of your bank account. These scams usually originate from organised crime syndicates operating in countries 
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such as Nigeria and Russia, where there are no laws forbidding such practices, meaning there is no way you are going to be able 
to get their money back! 

What should you do if you receive such emails? Add the sender to the email ‘blocked senders list’, then delete the email. 

There is no substitute for parental involvement in a child’s online activities. Parents/guardians should establish an ongoing 
conversation with each of their children about his/her various experiences, providing guidance whenever necessary. Importantly, 
parents/guardians should go online themselves and join a social networking site or get involved with friends in a chat room. 
Parents/guardians should be familiar with the space their children are playing in. 

To learn more about banking scams, go to https://esafety.gov.au/esafety-information. Complaints about general content on the 
Internet can be made to the eSafety Hotline.  

FROM HEAD OF CO-CURRICULUM 

 
Mid-Year Co-Curriculum Colours Applications 
Loyola College recognises significant achievement amongst its student body with the awarding of Co-Curricular Colours each year. 
Students who achieve the Colours are being recognised for their qualities of active participation, team spirit, positive conduct, 
goodwill and co-operation in a particular area of College life. The Co-Curriculum Colours can be awarded in the areas of: 
 Christian Service 
 Drama 
 Music  
 Public Speaking and Debating 
 Sport 
 House 

The Colours are awarded both mid-year and end-of-year with students receiving a Certificate and the opportunity to have their 
blazer embroidered. Mid-year applications are currently open for Senior students (Years 10 – 12) who meet the Colours minimum 
requirements and criteria as outlined in the 2020 Student Planner and the Co-Curriculum LMS page. Senior students who have 
made significant contribution over a number of years in any of the above areas may wish to consider applying. 

Online applications can be made via the Co-Curriculum LMS page by Friday, 05 June. 

FROM WELLBEING & PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR 

 
Navigating our wellbeing, through an Ignatian lens, during Covid 19 
As a school we are very conscious of how important your child’s wellbeing is and for this reason we have launched several initiatives 
during this period of isolation, from the Make my Day a Positive Day emails through to the Loyola Inner Game Challenge, The 
Loyola Counselling Team Wellbeing videos and most recently the My Iso Challenge in PD classes. 

Our latest initiative is a poster titled, Navigating our Wellbeing through an Ignatian Lens, during Covid 19. You can find this 
poster on your children’s House and Mentor class pages and on our School Webpage under news items. The poster draws from 
our Ignatian tradition by using the phrase “Cura Personalis” which means to care for the entire person.  

Parent Remote Information Evening through MS Teams 
As a school we are very conscious of your child’s wellbeing and for this reason we have launched the following initiatives during 
this period of isolation: 
 Make My Day a Positive Day, emails  
 Loyola Inner Game Challenge 
 Loyola Counselling Team Wellbeing videos  
 My Iso Challenge, in Personal Development classes. 
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In order to support your child to navigate their wellbeing during these times of uncertainty we will be holding a remote parent 
information evening, on Wednesday, June 10 from 7:30 to 8:30pm. 

Topics to be covered 
 Managing our wholistic health: Mind, Body, Soul 
 Strategies on how to support your children transitioning back to school 
 Understanding the social and emotional ramifications of remote learning & isolation 

The session will be conducted through MS Teams. This can be accessed by clicking on the link below and is recommended to be 
viewed on your computer rather than your phone. 

Please click here to join the meeting - Join Microsoft Teams Meeting 

It is our hope that during this session you will have an opportunity to listen to one another’s success stories, as well as, raise any 
concerns.  

SchoolTV: Transitioning back to school 
As lockdown restrictions are slowly being lifted to varying degrees, we enter a time of transition and adjustment. The circumstances 
of this situation have significantly impacted us all. For some it has been an opportunity to reflect on what is important, whilst others 
have embraced the opportunity to learn new things. 

Many young people may be excited at the prospect of restrictions being lifted; others may feel mixed emotions. Reactions will differ 
depending on how well they cope with stress and change. Keeping a check on your child’s mental health and wellbeing as they 
adjust to new routines, will be vitally important. 

There is still a lot of uncertainty ahead of us, so focusing on the things you can control or enjoy doing or even value, can help 
establish predictability and familiarity for the whole family. Adult carers need to provide young people with reassurance by 
acknowledging any concerns and fears they may have at this time. Consider this to be a normal reaction, however it may be best 
to focus more on their feelings and emotions, rather than the practicalities at this stage. 

In this Special Report, SchoolTV shares a few ideas to help ease this time of transition and adjustment. We hope you take time to 
reflect on the information offered in this Special Report, and as always, we welcome your feedback.  

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further information or seek medical or 
professional help. 

Here is the link to your special report https://loyola.vic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-coronavirus-transition-back 

 

 
Virtual College Tours & Open Day 
Due to the COVID-19, morning tours and Open Day have been replaced by Virtual College Tours which includes an online 
conversation with our Principal, Mr Joseph Favrin. 

 Monday, 01 June 11:30am 
 Wednesday, 10 June 10:30am 
 Monday, 22 June 2:30pm 

To book and view our Virtual tour, please visit website – www.loyola.vic.edu.au/bookatour

Mrs Dianna Alonso 
Community Liaison Officer 
Direct Line: 9433 0228 
alonsod@loyola.vic.edu.au 
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2020 Grandparents Morning Tea – Friday 24 July 
Regretfully, the Grandparents Morning Tea for 2020 has been cancelled due to the COVID-19 restrictions. I hope that all families 
can take some time to celebrate the recognition of the joy grandparents bring to the lives to so many. 

2020 Entertainment Books 
The LPFA are proud to promote the 2020 Entertainment Book. The fundraising campaign presently has a special offer: 
 4 months additional membership 
 $10.00 JB Hi-Fi gift card for bookings made between 01 - 31 March. 

If you are interested in purchasing a digital copy (no hard copies) of the Entertainment book, please visit –  
www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/187x238 

2020 PWP Meetings 
PWP Monday (evenings) Meetings –27 July & 12 October 
LPFA Meetings - Wednesday evenings 22 July, 26 August, 07 October, 11 November (AGM) 

Donation of Loyola Uniform 
If you have any Loyola uniform items that you no longer require, please leave them at Reception. They are great to have for families 
in need, student accidents and our Exchange students.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



https://loyola.vic.edu.au/mind/
https://loyola.vic.edu.au/17292-2/
https://loyola.vic.edu.au/soul/


LOYOLA COLLEGE SUNDAY PARISH MASSES: DIAMOND VALLEY DEANERY 
Student Absence: 03 9433 0248  St Damian’s Bundoora: Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 8am, 10am 
Email: office@loyola.vic.edu.au Sacred Heart, Diamond Creek: Sunday 9.00am, Sacred Heart 
Reception and Fees Office: 8am-5.00pm Monday to Friday 7.15pm, St Peters, Hurstbridge 
Library: 8.00am-5.45pm, Monday to Thursday  (1st Saturday of Month) 

8.00am-5.00pm, Friday Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham: Saturday 6pm; 
Uniform Shop: Tuesday 8.00am - 9.00am and Sunday 9am, 11am 
Wednesday 3.15pm - 4.00pm St Mary’s Greensborough: Saturday 6.30pm; Sunday 8am, 10am, 5pm 
 St Thomas. North Greensborough: Saturday 6pm; Sunday 10.30am 
MASS AT LOYOLA: Our Lady of the Way, Kingsbury: Saturday 6pm; Sunday 8am, 10am 
For Masses see “From Deputy Principal - Ignatian Mission St Martin’s Macleod: Saturday 6pm; Sunday, 7.30, 8.30 (Italian), 10am 
and Identity” St Francis of Assisi, Mill Park:  Saturday 5.00pm; 
  Sunday 9am, 10.30am, 5pm 
 St Francis Xavier, Montmorency: Saturday 6pm: Sunday 8.30, 10.30am 
 St Mary’s, Kinglake: Sunday 8:30am 
 St Joseph’s, Mernda: Saturday 5:30pm & Sunday 8:00am 
  St Joseph’s Nazareth Centre Sunday 10:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 




